
Joy is Christians' hallmark 
3rd Sunday of Advent (December 

IS): <R3) John 1:6-8,19-28; (Rl) Isa­
iah 61:1-2, 10-11; (R2) 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:16-24. 

In the past, the Third Sunday of 
Advent was called "Gaudete Sun­
day" — "Joyful Sunday." In the sec­
ond reading, St. Paul writes, "Re­
joice always, never cease praying, 
render constant thanks; such is 
God's will for you." The Christian 
life is meant to be a life of joy, prayer 
and thanksgiving to God. 

In an article titled, "Gloomy Cae­
sar and Happy Jesus," the author 
contrasted what we know of 
Tiberius Caesar, who ruled Rome in 
A.D. 30, with what we know of Jesus. 
Of Tiberius, the historian Pliny 
wrote, "He is the gloomiest of 
mankind." But of Jesus we read that 
in the shadow of his cross, he "took 
bread, and gave thanks.. ." and when 
the supper was over, they sang a 
"hymn and went out.. . ." The article 
concludes: "We are not to be dis­
pensers of Caesar's gloom but rather 
transmitters of Jesus' joy." 

Kaufmann Kohler states in the 
Jewish Encyclopedia that no lan­
guage has as many words for joy and 
rejoicing as does Hebrew. In the Old 
Testament 13 Hebrew roots, found in 
27 different words, are usedprimar-

FatherA lber tShamon 

A word for Sunday 

ily for some aspect of joy or joyful 
participation in religious worship. 
The good Israelite regarded the act 
of thanking God as the supreme joy 
of his life. 

A man traveling to St. Louis on 
business looked on Sunday morning 
for a place to worship. He asked a 
policeman to recommend a church 
to him, then asked why that particu­
lar church had been suggested. The 
policeman replied: "I'm not a church 
man myself, but the people who 
come out of that church are the hap­
piest looking people in St. Louis." 

For those of us who are adults, one 
thing that makes Christmas so joy­
ful is seeing the wide-eyed expres­
sions of wonder on little faces. Chil­
dren know about joy. Adults can lose 
their joy so easily. 

Here is a list of joy robbers dur­
ing the holiday season: fighting 

Gingerbread House Contest 
Sunday, December 15th • l l a m - 3 p m 

The Harbor at Greece, 1 Tree Line Drive 
Do you create the best Gingerbread House every holiday season? Then enter 
this contest. Decorated gingerbread houses wil l be on display for all to 
view. Come down and cast your vote.The winners will be chosen at 3pm. 
Don't miss this fun event for the whole family. 
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The Harbor at Greece 
A Benchmark Serrcv L>s-nq (Ton^n-i^tniTs 

tot the Memor* impcsne-d 
] Tree Line Drive • Rochester, NY 

•(Jus' oH Rte 300 or. ,aita Road! 

The Crossings at Greece 
A Benchmorl Senioi living Community 

3 Tree Line Drive • Rochester, NY 
liust oH Rle 390 or iona Soodi 

www benchmarkquolity.com 
To register o r fo r m e r e in format ion , p lease contact 

Lori Gibbs-Dobrovitz a t 5 8 5 - 7 2 0 - 9 3 1 0 . 

We Hope You Will Join Us 

crowds and traffic, not getting 
enough sleep, not having enough 
time, spending too much money, eat­
ing or drinking too much, skipping 
meals, long trips, being apart from 
friends and family. 

Find some way this special season 
to defeat the blues. Join a group 
singing carols, work in a soup 
kitchen, adopt a needy child for 
Christmas, visit shut-ins who have 
no one to care about them, do some­
thing that will bring someone else 
joy. For joy has a way of boomerang-
ing: It gives the person who gives it 
more joy than the one who receives 
it. 

Joy is the hallmark of the true fol­
lower of Christ. Don't let it slip away. 

Father Shamon is administrator of 
St. Isaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday December 16 -"• 

Numbers 24.2-7,15-J7A; Psalms 
25 4-StMattnew 21-23-27 
Tuesday, December 17 

( mes i s 492 , S-afl, Psalms 72.3-
4, 7-8,17, Matthew l 'fclT. 
Wednesday December 18 

Jeremiah 23*533; BsalmsL721, 
I 2-13,-18719,Mattnesrl 18-25 J 

Thursday, December 19 ~ 
ludges43"2"7,24-25Ai Psalms 

713-6,16-l:7f Luke 15-32 

"FHday^Decembee20 
I a ian 7,10-14; JPsalms 24.1 % 

Luke 1,26-38 

Saturday, December 21 
Song of Songs 2 8-14 o r 

" ZephanlahS14-JL8A,*. ~ 
Psalms 3 3 2-3,11-12,20-21, ^ 

Luke 1.39-45 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN APARTMENTS 
Senior Living Community 

Now accepting applications for 
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments 

SOME AVAILABLE N O W ! 

For information, application or for an appointment 

Call 585-544-9100 
A Home Properties Community fil 

Communitm CM 

Js& 4ne holidays draw xtear, 
dop » Twony'abaffi^Jhazards' 
£% winter instead ^cfe can 
focus on enjoying a •carefrafe 
Jifestyfe a} Tne^&enphmaife 
Greece Commwubes' *!«-
W e serve Three™ TrJeiictous 
ffMeasjjfaily-ana-offepcr variety 
ofi^ocjiil crijurararia'educar 
iional achates" It tJoesn*rmQtler 
What rti^fcmgnpi^deJbecquse t 
insiaVjfeoJf twye eseeylhing 

yea need inauding; Sg^iour 
siaftng^providmgv ^personal 
core and mednxAorfFroonikx 
ma, housekeeping .and linen 
service^jasafceB as fitness and.„ 
neami programs. With ^oill o r \ 
jhis 1aken care or tor yopjhis 
-Winter will fee safe and Secure 

l^apg/Bd^days' 

We Harbor at Greece 
A Bencfenarjc SemorlmngCbnimun If 

iorhe Afem&ry Jmpa ra3 -^ 
J l ieeWDwe » Rod**? M f 
~ Ijusf affJtte^vtSdftialla toad) 

5S5-720-9310 
The Crossings at Greece-

A SencfiroorX SemortSmg OarnmuniljA 
3~Tree bne-tSive-« Rochester J^Y 

Sua eff Iie39e orini6rtoaei 
S t S - T K K V & K , 

vwyw bencnmarfcaoalhy com 

Breakfast with Santa 
S a t u r d a y , December 1 4 t h • 8 : 3 0 - 1 1 : 0 0 a m 
Bring the whole family to The Crossings.and ; o i r us 
for a pancake breakfast with a special visit from a 10IK 
good fellow - Santa Claus1 

OPEN HOUSE 
S a t u r d a y & Sunday , December 1 4 m & 15 th 

S a t u r d a y & Sunday , December 21s t & 2 2 n d 

S a t u r d a y & Sunday , December 2 8 t h & 2 9 t h 

1 1 : 0 0 a m - 3 : 0 0 p m 

We invite you to take a tour of our beautiful COIIT- ,n-t, 
and meet our dedicated staff 

Gingerbread House Contest & Display 
Sunday, December 15th • 11rOOam-3-OOpm 
The Harbor's fust annual Gingerb'eod House contest 

Stop by to see the results' and vote for /ou' favorite housf-

Christmas Carols 
Fr iday , December 2 0 t h • 9 : 3 0 - 1 1 : 0 0 a m 
l ie Crossings invites you to pin us as students o* Kir> Rooa 
ichool stop by to sing /our favorite carols JSJ A 
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Creatively Improving the Experience of Aging 

benchmarkquolity.com

