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Church restores its beauty|

Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier

The stars are returning to St.
Stanislaus Kostka Church in
Rochester, thanks to an overwhelm-
ingly successful restoration and re-
pair campaign that has been going
on since 1998.

The hub of Rochester's Polish
Catholic community, St. Stanislaus
has been making extensive repairs
to its church, which was built in the
first decade of the last century. As
2003 looms, the parish is on the
verge of completing the restoration,
which will be capped next year by
the repair of its cupola and replace-
ment of its four copper mini-domes,
as well as the restoration of its inte-
rior nave ceiling. '

When the ceiling of the church’s
nave was originally painted in the
1920s, it featured the four Gospel
writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John, separately portrayed at each -

of the four ends of a cross. In the
center of the cross was the Lamb of
God, and the cross was on a blue
background with golden stars. When
the ceiling was repainted in 1963, the
artist painted over the stars, and
changed the ceiling’s design so that
the cross formed an “X” between the
saints’ portraits, according to Kathy
Urbanic, chairwoman of the
church’s restoration campaign and a
historian of the Rochester Polish
community.

The parish wants to restore the
ceiling to its original design, she
said, and will use the services of
artist Henry Swiatek, who also re-
stored the mural of the church’s
choir loft and its altar of Our Lady
of Czestochowa, the “Black Madon-
na,” who is Poland’s patroness.

“Henry will work from old pho-
tographs to recreate the original de-
sign of the ceiling: a rendering of the
dome of heaven featuring a deep
blue sky with stars of gold leaf,” Ur-
banic wrote in a recent report on the
restoration. “(The) cross motif, uni-
fying the murals of the four evange-
lists and symbolizing the church’s
mission to spread the Gospel to the
four corners of the earth will be re-
stored.”

As part of its campaign, St. Stanis-
laus recently obtained a $25,000
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The ceiling of Rochester’s St. Stanisl :
.and repainted with the help of a $25,000 matching grant from the New York

Landmarks Conservancy.

matching grant from the New York

Landmarks Conservancy for repair
and reconstruction of its copper
cupola and four copper domes. This
is the fourth such grant to St. Stanis-
laus since 1993 from the conservan-
cy, a private, not-for-profit, Manhat-
tan-based group, which has funded
the restoration of churches. Previ-
ous grants to St. Stanislaus funded
restoration of a stained glass win-
dow, a tower and examination of the
cupola. The latest St. Stanislaus
grant is part of the conservancy’s $1
million Robert W. Wilson Sacred
Sites Challenge fund, which offers
matching grants to churches. '
Urbanic said the parish needed to
make repairs to safeguard the struc-
ture of the ornate church, which was
dedicated in 1907. The church’s ex-
terior has been designated a
Rochester landmark. By the 1990s,
however, tiles had occasionally fall-
en to the ground from the church’s
tower; water had damaged masonry;
and leaks in the church’s main and
sacristy roofs were among the many
structural problems plaguing the
church, according to campaign in-
formation. '
Urbanic said the parish originally
had planned on raising a half-million
dollars, but reached that goal within
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aus Kostka Church will be renovated

Karin von Voigtiander/Catholic Couriel

15 months of announcing the cam
paign. Since the campaign started
St. Stanislaus has raised approxi
mately $650,000 to restore the
church, she said.

“We were able to do a lot of extra
work because the fundraising wen
so well,” she said.

According to her report, the
church has repaired its roof, chim- §
ney, electrical circuitry, plumbing
and stained-glass and basement win
dows, and has painted the exterior
wood surfaces and restored interior
artwork.Urbanic noted that parish-
ioners, ex-parishioners, Polish com-
munity organizations and others
have donated to the campaign. Do-
nations have come from people in
the United States, Poland, Canada
and Australia, she said.
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