Be aware of, support lay ministers
I begin this column in an airplane.
We are on the tarmac at the Denver
airport, awaiting the start of our
flight to Chicago.
These few days in Denver have
been most enjoyable. I came out to
participate in a convention sponsored by the National Federation of
Catholic Youth Ministry. It drew

some 2,100 youth ministers from all
parts of the Untied States. About 25
of them came from the Diocese of
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part of assemblies such as this. The
participants' faith, enthusiasm and
love for our young people are evident. Their programs are rock solid,
their liturgies are deeply spirited
and they know how to have fun.
One of the highlights for me was
the opportunity to share two evening
meals with large groups of our delegation. It's fun to relax with them, to
hear their stories of life and ministry and to enjoy their good-natured

treasure or fame, but the good of
their sisters and brothers and to
build up the reign of God. It is a way
to live out their baptismal vocations,
their contributions to the transformation of the world.
Last week, I invited you to be attentive to the presence of God in our

your parish communities in whatever capacity they may offer their
gifts.

Rochester.
As usual, these women and men

Those who are new to the ministry
find warm hospitality and can attend

banter.
A second privilege for me was to

brought great spirit to the gathering.
Those who are rich in experience
are ready to share what they have
learned. They are also thirsty to
learn more — from their peers and
from those who present major addresses or workshops.

several presentations designed especially for them. And, because they
are new in the field, their peers welcome their enthusiasm, their fresh
vision and new ideas.
I know that I receive a huge
charge of energy whenever I am

preside and preach at the Eucharistic Liturgy on Saturday morning.
The assembly was sparked by an extraordinary group of pastoral musicians who expressed their faith in
wonderful ways. I got to recruit my
own servers for the Mass, Ann
Kidera and Brian Gallagher, who
minister at Good Shepherd, Henrietta, kindly assisted me. Brian is a.
new friend, but I have known Ann
since she was in high school. One of
the joys of these years has been following her growth through the
youth-ministry movement in our
diocese.
These good days with the youth
ministers gathered in Denver remind me of other predominantly lay
ministry groups I have associated
with in recent months — liturgists,
hospital chaplains, permanent deacons, pastoral musicians, Catholic
school teachers and catechists.
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11 T TER PARENTS OFTEN GO TO
± ± THE FOREST TO COLLECT
LEAVES AND WILD ROOTS
TO SATISFY THEIR HUNGER"
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ompa Teronpia is
the only child
in the family. Her
parents aire poor
farmers with very
little land to
cultivate. Often they
must go to the forest
in search of leaves or
roots in order to feed
their family.

bit more particular this week. I invite you to be aware, if you are not
already, of the lay people who serve

Have you ever asked them why
they chose to take up this kind of
ministry? Are you familiar with the
standards they are required to
meet? Do you know where and how
they qualified for the ministry they
now exercise? In a nutshell, do you
know the stories of those who give
themselves to Church ministry?
Their stories are an increasingly
significant part of the life of the contemporary church. It is important
that we know them. Such knowledge
will remind us of our responsibility
to support and encourage them in all
the ways we can.
I hope that your Advent is going
well. This Catholic Courier will arrive in most homes on Decemberl2,
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
I hope that we can all imitate Our Lady by taking time to remember the
wonders that God has worked for us.
A quick final note: I ask you once
again to offer a gift to our Thanks
Giving Appeal if you have not already done so. I don't want to be a
nag, but I know from experience
how easy it is to put aside for later
something that I want to do — and
then to forget that I put it aside.
Peace to all.

Their ministries differ, and each

requires particular gifts and training. But they all bring to their respective ministries a lively faith in
the Lord and a great love for the
people whom they serve.
They have a great awareness of
the power and dignity of their baptisms. What they do, they do not for
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very day, while her parents work in the
fields, Sompa goes to a daycare center run
by local Sisters from the Diocese of Diphu in
India. There she is fed, cared for and given
medical attention. Above all, Sompa learns,
through the love of the Sisters, that Jesus loves
her too. That makes her mother smile!

One in Faith, One in Knowledge,
One in Community
All Saints Catholic Academy will hold an Open House
on Wednesday, January 8, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.

This Christmas, won't you give a gift to the Missions,
through the Propagation of the Faith, to support those who,
through their words and actions, reveal Christ's love
and peace to the suffering and the poor?

Students from grades 5 through 8 are invited to attend.

Please call 429-6010 for information.

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY
ALL SAINTS

The Society for the T H E PROPAGATION O F T H E FAITH

Catholic /Academy

170 Spencerport Rd. Rochester, New York 14606
Phone: (585) 429-6010 • e-mail: ascjhdcs@dor.org

website: www.ggw.org/allsaints

GREAT G I F T S FOR THE HOLIDAYS

... all of us committed to the worldwide mission of Jesus
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lives. Let me make that invitation a

Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert C. Bradler,
1150 Buffalo Rd„ Dept C, Rochester, NY 14624
My Christmas gift to the Missions...
Q $50
DS25
DSIO
DS
(other)

Gift
Certificates
Available

DEPARTMENT!

Holidays. Special Days. Every Day
Dickens' Village Series®

"Customer Service is our top priority"

The Unique Shop
130 S. Union Street • Spencerport NY

Address
City

On Route 259 in Center of Village

State

585-352-1350

Zip

Please rememher The Society for the Propagation of the Faith when writing or changing your will.

i a/02

MTWF10-6; Th 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. (Nov. & Dec.)12-5
email: ginnysuniqueshop@aol.com
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