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David desires a house for the Lord 12 

•"5: a Joe Sarnicola/Contributing writer 
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God had been good to David. He 
had once been a shepherd, the 
youngest of his father's sons, and 
now he was the king of Israel. God 
had also given David victory over all 
of his enemies. And though David of
ten spent the night sleeping out un
der the stars when watching over his 
father's sheep, he now lived in a 
beautiful palace. David summoned 
Nathan, the prophet. 

"Here I am," David said to 
Nathan, "living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent." 
The ark was a sacred box which con
tained the tablets that God had given 
to Moses with the Ten Command
ments on them. The ark was carried 
wherever the Israelites had traveled 
over the years. They believed the ark 
was the presence of God with them. 

"Go, do whatever you have in 
mind," Nathan replied, "for the Lord 
is with you." 

That night, God gave Nathan a 
message. "Go tell my servant David, 
'Should you build me a house to dwell 
in? In all my wandering everywhere 

among the Israelites, did I ever utter 
a word to any one of the judges whom 
I charged to tend my people Israel to 
ask: Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?'" 

ir. 

Puzzle 
The names of seven books of the Old Testament and 
three books of the New Testament can be spelled by 

using the letters of the phrase, 

"A reading from the Fourth Sunday of Advent' 

Can you find them all? Answers on page 8. 

Linda Jeanne Rivers/Catholic Courier 

Nathan went to speak with David. 
David told Nathan to tell him every
thing the Lord had said. If the Lord 
was not happy with what he might 
do with the ark, David wanted to 
know. 

Nathan delivered God's message. 
"I have been with you wherever 
you went, and I have destroyed all 
of your enemies before you. I will 
fix a place for my people Israel; I 
will plant them so that they may 
dwell in their place without further 
disturbance. I will raise up your 
heir after you, and I will make his 
kingdom firm. It is he who shall 
build a house for my name. And I 
will make his royal throne firm for-

Bible Accent I 
Greek scholars-who translated 

the books of SstmUel divided 
them into the Books of Samuel 
and the Books of the Kingdoms 
St Jerome, a fourth-century 
scholar, changed the second title 
to Books of Kings ^ J 

The books recount the impor-
tant events, that brought Israel^ 
from a land governed by judges 
to~a land ruled by kings, the first 
being Saul, who,was succeeded 
byUavid Samuel—a prophet, a 
judge and a military leader — 
became an important figure in 
the Old Testament and anointed 
both Saul and David a& kings 
Much otthe books of Samuel are 
devoted to David's kingship^ 

ever. Your house and your kingdom 
shall endure forever before me; your 
throne shall stand firm forever." 

David was so moved by God's love 
for him and all of the people of Israel 
that he said a prayer. "Great are you, 
Lord God. You have established for 
yourself your people Israel as yours 
forever. Bless the house of your ser
vant." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
2 Samuel 7 

Q&A 
1. What did David say about the ark? 
2. What did God say about David's 

kingdom? 

C o l l e g e A r t s 

The Rudyard Kipling classic, 
performed by the Rochester Children's Theatre 

November 23-24, December 14-15 • 2 p.m. 
Ticke ts : $ 9 

For t i cke ts and more in format ion , 
cal l (585) 389 -2170 . 

The Children's Series 
is sponsored Oy 
Wendy's Restaurants. 
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Kids'Oub 
You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an 

essay (100 or fewer words) answering this question: 
What do you plan to do in 2003 that will help you 

improve as a Christian? 
Send your essay — including name, home 

address, telephone number, school and grade — to 
Catholic Courier, PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 
14624. Deadline for entries is Dec. 19,2002. The win

ner will be notified by phone and receive the savings bond by mail. The 
winner's essay will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids' 
Chronicle. 

Last month's winner was Mike Sedor, a sixth-grader at Christ the King 
School in Irondequoit. In response to As we honor Christ as our King this 
month, what do you think he expects from us as his followers? he wrote, 
We can show honor for Christ by being like him. You can be like Christ 
by helping other people and praying to God. Some Other WaYS WOUld be 
to obey your parents, be friendly or kind, be respectful to all living 
things. You can also be respectful to all religions even though you may 
not believe or think that is it right, and respect others' opinions. If you 
do this, you are showing your appreciation for others and that you're 
honoring Christ and being a follower of Jesus. 

THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR 
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