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Parish series draws large audience

Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier

Walt Votra loves sports, and like
many fans, considers Sunday a holy
day of TV-watching obligation.

However, in recent months, Votra-

occasionally has passed on televised

games to do something different —° -

learn about his faith.

Votra is one of scores of Catholics
who have attended a monthly
adult/family education program at
St. John the Evangelist School of Re-
ligion in Clyde. The program’s ses-
sions are free and epen to the public,
and take place once a month on Sun-
days from 6-7:30 p.m. in the school,
located at 43 W. DeZeng St.

“Have you ever been someplace,
and you heard somebody talk, and
they bored you to death?” Votra
asked rhetorically. “These guys are
not like this.”

“These guys” are a series of aca-
demics and other professionals St.

John’s Parish has brought or will

bring to Clyde from such places at
St. I"ernard’s School of Theology
and Ministry in Rochester and
Nazareth College in Pittsford. They

include a marriage and family ther- _

apist, a retreat leader, a Dante schol-
ar and several Scripture scholars.
Benefiting from the parish’s ag-

- gressive promotion of the sessions,

these lecturers have enjoyed large
attendance figures. St. John's and its
mission parish in Savannah, St.
Patrick’s, average a cumulative at-
tendance figure of 400 people at
weekend Masses, according to Fa-
ther Jim Hewes, pastor of both
parishes. Yet, the adult-education
programs are drawing almost one-
fourth that number at every session,
he and Votra said.

“I have given presentations at
fairly large parishes that have only
20 or 25 people present,” Father

Jason Rearick/Catholic Courier
Father Robert Kennedy, pastor of
Rochester's Blessed Sacrament
+ Church, laughs during his Nov. 10
lecture at St. John the Evangelist
Schootl in Clyde.
Hewes said. “To get our percentage
at an adult-education program at a
2,000-member parish, you would

have to have about 150 to 200 peo-

pleps

Votra estimated that one-third of
those attending the adult-education
sessions are there, in part, because

their children are attending cate-

chetical classes held simultaneous-
ly. However, Votra said, he’s not one
of those parents, just an interested
Catholic. )

“I just feel compelled to go down
because the previous speaker was
enlightening, and I think ‘Maybe it’ll
happen again™ he said. “I can hon-
estly say I’ve never been disap-
pointed.” -

The monthly sessions began two
years ago as a new twist on a con-
cept that St. John’s had promoted
during its children’s catechetical
sessions — simultaneous, but sepa-

rate, discussions among parents of
the same topics their children were
learning. When Father Hewes ar-
rived as pastor two years ago, he de-
cided to survey the parish’s aduits
to see what they wanted to learn. He
also decided to open up the sessions
to the general pubilic.

Father Hewes said studying
Scripture was high on the list of re-
quested topics; of the 2002-03 ses-
sions, four of eight are on scriptur-
al themes. This year's sessions
featured or will feature presenta-
tions on the Gospel of Mark, the
Book of Revelation, St. Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians and the
Song of Songs. The next session,
scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 8, will be
presented by Jim Krisher, adjunct
professor of religious studies at
LeMoyne College in Syracuse. Kr-
isher will speak on Revelation. The
remaining sessions are slated for
Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 9and April 13.

In its first year, Father Hewes
presented half the session topics,
and guest speakers presented the
other half. Starting this fall, the ses-
sions all feature such guest speak-
ers as Father Robert Kennedy, pas-
tor-of Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Rochester and adjunct professor of
liturgical studies at St. Bernard's.
Father Kennedy gave a presenta-
tion on “Whatever Happened to the
Church of My Youth” on Nov. 10,
and said he was overwhelmed both
by the wide range of ages of those
present, and the sheer numbers, al-
most 100.

“This is the dream of every parish
that wants to do adult education,”
Father Kennedy said.

He added that his topic dealt with
the changes wrought in the Catholic
Church by Vatican I1, and that the
audience was equally divided by
thirds into those who became adults

before the council; those who were &
formed around the time of the coun- &
cil years in the 1960s; and those E
formed in the church that came out ¢
of it. The session was useful to those &
who may not understand members §
of their families who were formed &
in different church eras, he said, §
noting that Catholics today range ¥
from those who regularly recite the g
rosary to those who regularly read g
the Bible. |

“We all find different ways to g
God,” he said.

Andrea Drahms, a married moth- £
er of six children, has found a dif- §
ferent way of looking at the Bible ¥
since she started attending the g
adult-education sessions. Drahms, a &
parish lector, goes to the monthly g
sessions when they’re slated at the §
same times as her 10-year-old son’s g
catechetical class. In particular, she E
said, she’s enjoyed sessions on fam-
ily issues as well as scriptural top-
1Cs.

“1 really love to study history and @&
the Bible,” she said. “I like finding &
out what the authors are really get-
ting at, and how that relates to the
message as the Word of God. I think
it makes me respect the (Sunday §
readings) more.”

She added that she and her hus-
band, Richard, who has attended g
some sessions with her, see the §
adult-education sessions as impor- g
tant as the religious education their §
son receives.

“This is taking place at the same g
time, and this is an excellent oppor- &
tunity to increase our knowledge of §
our faith and our own spirituality,” B
she said.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: For information &
on the St. John's/St. Patrick’s adult-
education program, call St. John’s at &
315/923-3941.

- Announcements Heip Wanted Crafts

ADOPTIONS  The Cathal v & Collectibles
e atholic
Courier does not publish adop- | LOGAL DRIVERS =
Hlon adversing Toobtain a st of |- needed by national vehicle Rosary & Fosary
ers and adoptive parents, call | transportation company. ‘Hand made, Jewelry, collectibles,
Wﬁ:gmge?%l wish- | Must be 25 years of age Rdmcﬁi(andSHOP
g;gngn infommation . m;sclgturmnoraz with a clean driving record. 214 E. Main St. Palmyra.
Courier. CDL not required, but ‘?15k;5;,97.9‘22@5& .
" helpful. Call Susan at email: rockshopjewelry @att ne!
nations Needed
Dona 888-869-1734

MUSTARD SEED: Catholic

Lay Organization needs vehi-
cle 1994+ for youth mission
overseas. Contact Richard
585-232-1101/ Fr. Roy 716-
852-2076. .

Classifieds

w:ll find you dedicated and well-educated employees!!
: www.catholiccourier.com

Ceiling Repair

Moving & Hauling

Travel

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS: 9' x 12’ ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained,
poorly textured/swirled ceil-

houschold movng and

K-D Moving & =
Storage, Inc. L
Expenence m ofhiee

JOIN OUR GROUP NOVA g
SCOTIA SEPTEMBER 3-13, E
2003: call for brochure 585- g
637-2119. ALL SEASONS §

ings repaired, re-textured, re- drh"':n N TRAVEL.

painted, or made flat again. wg o Small 1o do then

Any size drywall/plaster wall | ., \1‘.’7}?&1?{/ ;4“72.33\5‘7“”.7

repairs. No job too small. |~ TONYDOT#5T

585/392-5076. .

Painting & Wall rin Couner
e e pamry | Classified!
. Paintina a
caAsCiANI INVESTMENT: AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting: ¢

Proven investment advice for
worthy goals; Debt dis-
charge, Asset accumulation,

Mutual funds, Individual o
stocks. First hour always free. 23514%% é? Sgg_gg;g w. call
585-467-0192 )

Basement wails
painted/wet basement prob-
lems/cellar windows. All type
home repairs. NYS certified.

repaired/

Call 585-529-9530
H

to place an ad g

3]



http://www.catholiccourier.com

