
Sin takes on many forms 
34th Sunday of the Year (Feast of 

Christ the King) (November 24): 
(R3) Matthew 25:31-46; (Kl) Ezekiel 
34:11-12, 15-17; (R2) 1 Corinthians 
15:20-26,28. 

Next Sunday is the last Sunday of 
the liturgical year. Fittingly it is the 
Feast of Christ the King. 

The Gospel presents the Son of 
Man as a shepherd-king. He comes 
enthroned in glory, with angels for 
royal attendants, to judge the world. 

And what is his judgment? It is a 
separation, l b illustrate this, Jesus 
used a story familiar to his hearers. 
At night sheep and goats were gath
ered together in a single pen. At 
morning the shepherd separated the 
sheep from the goats by calling the 
sheep, as a hunter whistles for his 
dog. The sheep would follow him and 
he would lead them to green pas
tures. The goats were left behind. 

Jesus said there would come a day 
when he, the shepherd, would sepa
rate his sheep from the goats. The 
sheep he will invite into his kingdom. 
But the goats he will consign to ever
lasting fire. 

Jesus seemed to focus on the sin 
of omission. So often we see sins as 
actions. Jesus, however, here points 
out that sin is also not doing what we 
should have done. The sin of the 
goats was apathy and indifference. 
It is not enough not to hate one's 
neighbors; we must help them when
ever we can and whenever they are 
in need. 

Jeff McMullen once had to make 
the decision between being a sheep 
or a goat. For four years Jeff played 
the character of Ronald McDonald 
in Arizona and Southern California 
for the McDonald corporation. On 
"Ronald Day," once a month, Ronald 
visited as many community hospi
tals as possible, bringing a little hap-
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piness to those confined to bed. The 
warmth and gratification he re
ceived in return stayed with him for 
weeks. 

Two restrictions were placed on 
Ronald. He had to be accompanied 
by McDonald's personnel and hospi
tal personnel. If a child became 
frightened, there would be someone 
to address the issue immediately. 
And he was not to touch anyone 
physically within the hospital. The 
hospital staff did not want germs 
transferred from one patient to an
other. 

Toward the end of his fourth year, 
as Jeff was heading down a hallway, 
he heard a little voice cry out, 
"Ronald, Ronald." H e stopped and 
saw a five-year-old boy, named Billy, 
lying in his dad's arms, hooked up to 
more medical equipment than Jeff 
had ever seen. Mom was on the oth
er side of the bed, along with grand
ma, grandpa and a nurse. 

Billy said, "Ronald, would you 
hold me?" Jeff knew if he touched 
the boy, he could lose his job. So he 
suggested that they both color a pic
ture. Upon completing the picture, 
Billy again asked Jeff to hold him. 

His heart screamed "Yes!" but his 
mind screamed, "No! You'll lose 
your job." Finally, Jeff decided that 
he could not pass up the opportunity 
to bring a little happiness to a dying 
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boy. So he asked everyone to leave 
the room. Then he picked up Billy. 
They laughed and cried for 45 min
utes and talked about the things that 
worried Billy. 

On the way out of the room, Jeff 
wept and gave Billy' mom and dad 
his name and phone number. Less 
than 48 hours later, Billy's mom 
phoned to tell Jeff that Billy had 
passed away, and that she and her 
husband simply wanted to thank him 
for making a difference in their lit
tle boy's life. When Jeff left, Billy 
said, "Momma, I don't care anymore 
if I see Santa this year because I was 
held by Ronald McDonald." 

Jeff could have played it safe. 
That's what the goats would nave 
done. But Jeff was a sheep. We, too, 
must know that what we do to the 
least, we do to Jesus. 

Father Shamon is administrator of 
St. Isaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 
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Monday November 25 
JReielation 141-3,4B 5y 

Psalms 24.1-6, Luke-21.1-4 
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— luestiay. November 26 
Revelation 14 14T19J Psalms 

" 9610J3,Xuke,215 i l 

Wednesday, Nbvember27 
*Revela&ottl5.1-4,l>salms 
981-3,7-9, Eufcr21<12-19 
Thursday, November 28 
3tevelatural8;l-2,2i23," -
191-3,9A, Psalms 1002-5,-

- * - -Isuke21~20S28 _ 

* FridaylNovember 29 , 
Jteyelafion 201*4,41-212, 

Psalms 84 3H6, 8, 
^Luke 2129-33 ~ 

~ Saturday, November 30 
~_ Romans 10 918} 

Psalms 19 2-5^ 
Matthew 418-22 
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