This week I send a quick word
from Washington, D.C., where I
% am attending the fall meeting of
= the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

We.just finished our first day

(Monday) and will be in session
4 until Thursday noon. There seems
4 little doubt at this point that we

will be fully engaged these days.
= Several important matters claim
our attention.

# The center of gravity of our ses-
sion — and the focus of media in-
# terest — will be our consideration
of the Joint Commission’s recom-
= mendations concerning the norms

NY | November 14, 2002 Alongtheway

! began that consideration today

2 and will not complete it much be-

fore we adjourn on Thursday.

g I can tell you now that there will

§ be no change in our commitment
to protect our children and to be

& the USCCB developed in Dallas

§ abuse of children by clergy. We
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does so will ever have a chance to
repeat the offense. Improve-
ments will include clear and ex-
plicit protection of clergy from
false or fictitious allegations of
abuse and, in any case, a process
that respects the rights of all in-
volved, alleged perpetrators in-
cluded.

While continuing work on this -

painful issue will take a good por-
tion of our time and receive much
attention, it is not the only matter
of substance before us these
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g sure that no bishop or priest who
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A Rochester Tradition Since 1966

Thanksgiving
November 20th and 21st

Bring your friends and family and join us for dinner. Enjoy a homemade cup
of turkey soup, real turkey with stuffing choice of real mashed, sweet, baked,

- datenut bread. Also, for dessert your choice of pumpkin, apple, or mincemeat
pie. Coffee or a soft drink is also included.

Happy Thanksgiving from the staff at Jay's -
3 = .
Jays Diner .

2612 W. Henrietta Rd. - 424-371
Hours for Special (11:00 am to 12:00 a

Like every year, Jay's Diner\
will celebrate an early

squash, and hot rolls and butter with

All for only $8.95

Open 24 Hours /..
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days. A couple of examples: we
hope to complete a statement,
jointly developed with qur Mexi-
can counterparts, commenting on
the condition of migrants to our
country from Mexico, and our
mutual pastoral responsibilities
to them. We will also be doing
some serious work on response to
the needs of the poor and our re-
sponsibility to ensure that all
have a full place at the table of
the human family.

Although our General Assem-
bly did not begin until this morn-
ing, I came to Washington on Fri-
day evening. Our Administrative
Committee met on Saturday to re-
fine the agenda for the full body

and to decide on the processes by -

which we would handle the sexu-
al-abuse matter.

On Sunday, I participated in an
enriching workshop on young-
adult ministry. It lasted for near-
ly three hours, but seemed to go
more quickly than that — proba-
bly because of the importance of
the topic and the quality of the
presenters. A panel of young
adults, another panel of those en-
gaged in the ministry and two ex-
perts in the field interacted with
us. We have been working on this
theme at home. I look forward to
telling co-workers about the ex-
perience and also sharing with
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them some of the resources made
available to participants.

Two other commitments will
round out this week. One is a
meeting of the bishops’ Commit-
tee for the American College at
Leuven, Belgium. I wrote recent-
ly about my visit to that seminary
on behalf of the committee and
will have a chance to speak about
the experience during the USCCB
meeting. This will be my last
meeting with the seminary group.
After six years of service, my
term has come to an end. I will
miss that direct association, but
will maintain my interest in and
support of that seminary pro-
gram.

The second remaining respon-
sibility is a meeting of the bishops
who serve as liaisons to the Na-
tional Association of Catholic
Chaplains. This is an organization
in which the bishops have deep in-
terest. More and more often, lay
persons are serving as chaplains
in health-care institutions. The
NACC is deeply interested, as are
the bishops, that these women and
men be as well trained and strong-
ly supported as possible.

I enjoy the work here and the
wonderful association with old
friends. Even so, I'll be glad to get
home.

Peace to all.

Pre-order your Diocesan Directory now!

Among the indispensible features youw’ll find inside:

¢ a telephone listing of every parish, priest and
pastoral-staff member including numerous
changes and new hires.

* a guide to all diocesan offices and personnel.

¢ newly updated Mass schedules for every parish
plus times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

¢ a listing of religious communities and
spirituality centers.

¢ a directory of Catholic organizations operating
in the Diocese of Rochester.
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i | enclose $ for. page sets without binders :
V1 enclose $ for page sets with binders :

1 Name 1
: Address :
: City State Zip :
1 Payment must accompany order. A :
"1 Make checks payable to Catholic Courier Directory OR pay by MasterCardor Visa. |
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