USCCB t o discuss more than abuse
Jerry Filteau/CNS

• Their first joint pastoral letter
with the Mexican bishops on migration, titled "Strangers No
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• A new preface to accompany a
10th anniversary edition of the
bishops' 1992 pastoral letter, "Stewardship: A Disciple's Response."
• A $53.1 million national USCCB
budget for 2003 and a 3.5 percent increase in diocesan assessments for
national operations in 2004. •

• A set of U.S. norms on Catholic
fund raising spelling out principles
of accountability and rules of reporting, oversight, official approval
and use of the funds when dioceses,
parishes or other Catholic entities
appeal to Catholics for financial
support.

Reuters/CNS

All Souls feast marked
A Guatemalan family visits a gravesite at the colorful Santo Tomas
cemetery in Chichicastenango, located west of Guatemala City, Nov. 2.
The community marked the feast of All Souls, locally known as the Day
of the Dead, with a celebration of mixed Mayan and Christian traditions.

Vatican prepares text
on gay priest candidates
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican press office confirmed that
the Vatican is preparing a document on the admission of homosexual candidates to the priesthood.
The document is in the early
stages of preparation and is not expected to be published before the
end of the year, a press office official said Nov. 5.
The document is expected to look
at other issues regarding admission
to the priesthood as well as homosexuality, the official said.
Catholic News Service, citing informed sources, reported Oct. 8
that the Vatican had prepared a
draft document containing directives against the admission of homosexuals to the priesthood.
At that time, the sources told CNS
that the draft document maintained
that since the church considers the

homosexual orientation as "objectively disordered" such people
should not be admitted to the seminary or ordained.
The question of excluding homosexuals from the priesthood had
been quietly considered at the Vatican for years without finding a consensus. It received new and more
urgent attention in the wake of U.S.
clerical sex : abuse cases, many of
which involved homosexual acts.
The Congregation for Catholic
Education prepared the draft document in collaboration with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith and other Vatican agencies,
the sources said. The draft was being circulated for comment in October among a wide range of consultants, including theologians,
canon lawyers and other experts,
they said.

