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dent Coalition recently issued a 
statement saying world peace is 
"inconceivable" without "abandon­
ment of the political blocs, the sac­
rifice of all forms of economic, mil­
itary, or political imperialism, and 
the transformation of mutual dis­
trust into collaboration." 

"St. Francis believed in God's gift 
of compassion and the 'power' of 
nonviolence," said the leaders of the 
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor in 
an Oct. 12 letter to Bush and British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. "St. 
Francis also taught that God is alive 
in every human person and all of 
creation." 

In an Oct. 8 letter to Bush, the ex­
ecutive board of the National Coun­
cil of Churches meeting in New 
York called on a universal Christian 
ethic in urging the president to "re­
verse the momentum toward war." 

A few days later at«a press con­
ference in Washington, the NCC's 
general secretary, the Rev. Bob 
Edgar, said the potential cost of war 
could be hundreds of billions of dol­
lars. The United States also would 
be paying for it alone, unlike the 
Gulf War, when allies paid for two-
thirds of the $60 billion cost, he not­
ed. 

"Whether it's 100 billion or 500 bil­
lion, it's going to be an investment 
that's taken away from our chil­
dren," Rev. Edgar said at the Oct. 11 
press conference, held to release a 
letter signed by more than 60 
church leaders from the United 
States and United Kingdom. 

"We do not believe that pre-emp­
tive war with Iraq: is a last resort, 
could effectively guard against 
massive civilian casualties, would 
be waged with adequate interna­
tional authority, and could pre­
dictably create a result proportion-
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Members of the United Nations Security Council discuss arms inspections 
and the use of military force against Iraq at the United Nations in New York 
Oct. 16. 

ate to the cost," the letter said, re­
ferring to specific points of just-war 
principles. 

"And it is not clear that the threat 
of Saddam Hussein cannot be con­
tained in other, less costly ways," it 
added. "An attack on Iraq could set 
a precedent for pre-emptive war, 
further destabilize the Middle East, 
and fuel more terrorism. We there­
fore do not believe that war with 
Iraq can be justified under the prin­
ciple of a 'just war,' but would be il­
legal, unwise and immoral." 

Yet, "just-war thinking begins 
with a basic moral judgment — that 
legitimate authorities have a moral 
obligation to defend the peace of or­
der," George Weigel, a senior fellow 
at the Ethics and Public Policy Cen­
ter in Washington, wrote in a recent 
column. "History has shown that 

that kind of peace can be advanced, 
in certain circumstances, by the pro­
portionate, discriminate and strate­
gically wise use of armed force." 

He said the U.N. charter implies 
that defense against aggression 
does not require authorization, but 
is an inalienable right. 

Bishop Kenneth A. Angell of 
Burlington, Vt., in an Oct. 11 state­
ment, said he worried about under­
mining U.N. authority at a moment 
that "will determine its credibility 
and effectiveness as a world pro­
tector and enforcer of peace and 
justice." 

Other organizations and leaders 
talked about the plight of average 
citizens if there is a war against Iraq. 

War causes hunger, according to 
an Oct. 4 statement by Bread for the 
World, a grass-roots Christian advo­

cacy and education organization. "A 
war against Iraq would create more 
suffering," the statement said. 
"Many innocent people will die or be 
maimed." 

Twelve years of economic sanc­
tions against Iraq have not weak­
ened Hussein's power, according to 
an Oct. 7 statement by the Church­
es for Middle East Peace, but have 
"resulted in a deterioration of 
health, economic and food condi­
tions." 

The embargo has led to more than 
a million deaths, according to Bish­
op Patrick J. McGrath of San Jose, 
Calif. In a war, the cost to life, "so 
central to the church's teaching," on 
both sides "is sadly overlooked." 

"A great danger in answering vi­
olence with violence is that we may 
become what we oppose," he said in 
a recent letter to Catholics in his 
diocese. 

Iraqis would develop the social 
structure to "bring down the Sad­
dam regime if they were allowed to 
exist without this crushing embar­
go," Tom Cordaro of Pax Christi 
USA told the Catholic Explorer, 
newspaper of the Joliet Diocese. 

"Citizens chafing under an unjust 
regime may take measures to re­
move it, and other governments 
may assist them if necessary," not­
ed John Kelsay, a professor at Flori­
da State University, at an Oct. 5 
symposium sponsored by the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public Life. 

Addressing an audience Oct. 8 at 
the Marianist-run University of 
Dayton (Ohio), Gerry Powers, di­
rector of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' Office of Interna­
tional Justice and Peace, said, "The 
lack of consensus among experts 
should give us pause before we pur­
sue a war option." 

Contributing to this story were 
Mary Ann Wyand in Indianapolis 
and Kathrynne Skonicki in Joliet. 
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Help W a n t e d 

Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper (Part Time) 
Small local business needs part-time Assistant/Bookkeeper 

two days per week: Tuesday & Thursday 9 am to 3 pm (flexible). 
Duties include talking to customers on telephone, typing invoices and 

sales quotations etc. Some computer experience necessary. 
Pleasant working conditions. Strong Memorial Hospital Neighborhood. 
Please phone 271-7070 for appointment. Please ask for John Riley, Sr. 

Classifieds 
will find you dedicated and well-educated employees 

Call: 585-529-9530 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list of 
agencies that serve birth moth­
ers and adoptive parents, call 
585-529-9530. Agencies wish­
ing to be included on this list may 
send information to the Catholic 
Courier. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS ALL 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls 
& garage foundation repairs. 
40 years experience. Al 
Meyvis Sr. 323-1007. 

Ceiling Repair 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling 
only $59! Water damaged, 
s ta ined, poorly textured/-
swirled ceilings repaired, re-
textured, re-painted, or made 
flat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. 
No job too small. 585/392-
5076. 

Investments 

CASCIANI INVESTMENT: 
Proven investment advice for 
worthy goals; Debt dis­
charge. Asset accumulation, 
Mutual funds, Individual 
stocks. First hour always free. 
585-467-0192 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
txfx-rirnrc in olli<t:. 
household moving ;md 
deliveries 

liift m Small. Wf dn llimi Ml! 

473*610/473-4357 
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Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
exterior/interior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basement problems/all type 
home repairs. Power washing 
for decks/homes. Small jobs 
welcome. NYS certified. 392-
4435 or 323-2876. 

Real Estate 
Agents 

WARNING: Do not sell your home until 
you read a copy of this FREE Report: 
ROCHESTER. NY- A free report has 

just been released that shares the little 
known secrets of how to gel lhe highest 
pnee for your home when you decide 
to sell The report highlights an 8-Step 
System to get your home sold for the 

highest pnee possible and as quickly as 
possible Don't make the mistakes that 
can cost you thousands! Just call 24 

hours 585-349-2555, ext 236 
Compliments of Sue Chnstie 

www.suechnstie.com 
and Nothnagte Realtors. 
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