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Four U.S. bishops will join four Vatican officials in revising the U.S. norms for dealing with clergy sex abuse. The 
U.S. members are, from left, Archbishop William J. Levada of San Francisco, Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago, 
Bishop Thomas G. Doran of Rockford, III., and Bishop William E. Lori of Bridgeport, Conn. 

Bishops strive for healing 
Nancy Frazier O'Brien/CNS 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — As the 
focus moved to Rome for the latest 
developments in the clergy sex-
abuse crisis, some bishops in the 
United States and elsewhere con­
tinued their efforts to help victims 
heal and to disclose the extent of 
abuse and its costs. 

The creation of a joint U.S.-Vati-
can commission to revise the U.S. 
bishops' sex-abuse norms did not 
signal a rejection of the norms, said 
several bishops and observers, but 
represented what one senior Vati­
can official called an effort toward 
"improving the language, not re­
writing the policy." 

When the commission, made up 
of four U.S. bishops and four Vati­
can officials, was announced in 
late October, Bishop Wilton D. Gre­
gory, president of the U.S. Confer­
ence of Catholic Bishops, said it 
hoped to finish its work in time for 
the fall bishops' meeting Nov. 11-14 
in Washington. 

Meanwhile, bishops in dioceses 
strongly affected by the sex-abuse 
scandal got various responses to 
their attempts to apologize, listen to 
victims and offer more information 
about past actions. 

In Palm Beach, Fla., Bishop Sean 
P. O'Malley was welcomed with 
open arms at his Oct. 19 installation. 
The diocese's last two bishops re­
signed amid allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 

Bishop O'Malley urged Palm 
Beach Catholics not to be "fair-
weather friends," but acknowl­
edged that many in the diocese had 
suffered over the past year because 
of the sex-abuse scandal. 

"To those of you who are upset 
with the church, I say, do not forget 
the whole picture," he said. "The 
storm of crisis and scandal rages 

about us, but amidst the maelstrom 
that engulfs us, the Lord is with us." 

In Louisville, Ky., Archbishop 
Thomas C. Kelly said in a report to 
68,000 Catholic households that the 
archdiocese had spent $250,495 on 
legal fees, counseling for victims 
and public relations in the last fiscal 
year. 

Archbishop Kelly said he re­
leased the figures "to be account­
able about how funds have been 
used to address the problem of cler­
gy sex abuse." 

Nine more plaintiffs filed suit 
Oct. 23 against the Archdiocese of 
Louisville, bringing to 195 the total 
number of lawsuits filed since 
April. Named in the suits are 31 
people connected with the Catholic 
Church, including 26 priests. 

U.S. members of the joint com­
mission named Oct. 23 — Cardinal 
Francis E. George of Chicago, 
Archbishop William J. Levada of 
San Francisco and Bishops Thomas 
G. Doran of Rockford, 111., and 
William E. Lori of Bridgeport, 
Conn. — were expected in Rome 
Oct. 28 to begin several days of 
talks with the commission's Vatican 
members. 

Representing the Vatican were 
Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, 
prefect of the Congregation for 
Clergy; Archbishop Julian Herranz, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for the Interpretation of Legislative 
Texts; Archbishop Tarcisio Ber-
tone, secretary of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith; and 
Archbishop Francisco Monterisd, 
secretary of the Congregation for 
Bishops. 

Several, U.S. bishops praised the 
Vatican's decision to set up the com­
mission and said it showed solidar­
ity with the hierarchy's efforts to 
deal with the issue. 

Cardinal Bernard F. Law of 

Boston said the decision shows that 
the Vatican shares the "urgent re­
solve of the bishops of the U.S. re­
garding the protection of children." 

Cardinal Law, in whose archdio­
cese the clergy sex abuse scandal 
first surfaced earlier this year, held 
closed-door meetings with groups 
of priests Oct. 22 and 23 for the first 
time in six months. 

A new poll of U.S. priests by the 
Los Angeles Times found that al­
though 91 percent said they were 
very or somewhat satisfied with 
their lives today nearly half think 
their colleagues accused of child 
sexual abuse have not been treated 
fairly by the bishops' charter on sex 
abuse. 

Nearly three-quarters categorized 
the U.S. news media's treatment of 
the Catholic Church as negative, 
while 22 percent rated it as fair and 
2 percent said it was positive. 

Joining in that criticism was New 
York Times columnist Peter Stein-
fels, who said in an Oct. 18 address 
to Catholic communicators that im­
precise and incomplete reporting of 
the sex-abuse scandal has prompt­
ed "a kind of free-floating outrage" 
in U.S. Catholics that has left them 
ill-equipped to fix the problem. 

"Most Americans, including most 
Catholics, have at best a very im­
precise understanding of the cleri­
cal sex scandal — not of the terri­
ble nature of the misconduct itself 
but of its exact scope, the time 
frame when it largely occurred, the 
legal issues involved, the motives 
and mentalities that allowed it to 
happen, and the record of how dif­
ferent bishops handled it at differ­
ent times," he said. 

Steinfels, who is Catholic, made 
the comments in a talk to the 
Catholic Academy for Communica­
tion Arts Professionals. The group 
met in Los Angeles Oct. 16-19. 


