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WASHINGTON — Con-
gress voted Oct. 11, by an
overwhelming margin, to give
President Bush the power to
attack Irag unilaterally, re-
move Saddam Hussein from
power and destroy any bio-
logical, chemical and nuclear
weapons.

Signed by Bush Oct. 16, the
resolution was crafted by the
White House to show “the
United Nations, and all na-
tions, that America speaks
with one voice.”

But the “one voice” coming
from many Catholic and oth-
er religious organizations and
leaders on both sides of the
Atlantic has urged the presi-

dent to exhaust nonviolent-al-

ternatives to war.

Opponents of war did not
dispute that Hussein is a
threat, but a number of
church leaders and groups
found holes in the president’s
plan — from the philosophi-
cal, calling it a violation of
just-war principles to the
practical, saying there is no
plan for rebuilding a post-
Hussein Iraq. Many simply
reflected on the value of
peace.

In the Diocese of Syracuse,
Bishop James M. Moynihan
and Auxiliary Bishop Thomas
J. Costello issued a letter to all
priests, encouraging parish-
ioners to voice oppositiontoa
war against Iraq. The bishops
offered three “action steps”
for doing so: prayer, educa-
tion and lobbying.

“We live in a world where
we go to war quite readily,”
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas J.
Gumbleton of Detroit said in
an early October lecture in
Indianapolis.

“We use violence to bring
peace and it results in the
killing of millions and mil-
lions of our brothers and sis-

. ters,” he said, noting that 127

Reuters/CNS

Activists march near the White House Ott. 26 to protest President George W. Bush’s proposed
war against Iraq. Similar demonstrations were held in other U.S. cities and abroad.

million people were killed in
27 major wars during the 20th
century.

An Oct. 10 letter signed by
S5 priests in the Diocese of
Des Moines said that “a pre-
emptive war on Iraq is moral-
ly wrong.” Saddam Hussein
continues “to do evil things to

his people,” but attacking Iraq
“on the presumption” Hussein
“might one day attack is
wrong,” they said.

~ Noting “nonviolence is a
fundamental principle of jus-
tice,” 140 members of the Do-
minican Leadership Confer-
ence meeting in Michigan

signed a statement Oct. 14
saying that military action
“does not respect human dig-
nity and the sanctity of all
life.”
“There must be another
way to assure peace,” it said.
The National Catholic Stu-
Continued on page 9




