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Impact of abuse

crisis is yet to come

One of the wisest and

most experienced commen- -
& tators throughout the sexu-

3 al-abuse crisis has been Fa-

i ther Donald Cozzens. His

# book, The Changing Face of
§ the Priesthood (Liturgical
= Press, 2000), has been wide-.
® ly read and discussed. A se-

# quel, Sacred Silence: Denial

4 and the Crisis in the Church

i (also Liturgical Press), is

4 about to appear.

In an article in Common-

¥ weal magazine (9/13/02), Fa-
¢ ther Cozzens, referring to
& the crisis, writes “I fear the
& worst is yet to come.”

He points to the eventual

3 trial of Father Paul Shanley,
-a Boston priest, who “is

likely to put up a strenuous
defense, which will bring to

4 light matters church offi-
5 cials would prefer remain
% in darkness. Should his case
i go totrial, Boston’s current
% situation may erupt with a
4 force yet to be imagined.”

Another reason why the

{ current crisis may be pro-
+ longed is the growing ten-

sion between bishops and
priests in the aftermath of
the Dallas meeting at which
the bishops adopted their
zero-tolerance policy. The
policy calls for the laiciza-
tion of any priest who has
even one instance of sexual
abuse of a minor on his
record, no matter how far
back the incident occurred
and regardless of his sub-
sequent, abuse-free record

i of service in the priesthood.

That policy is being chal-

lenged by canon lawyers,
& priest associations, some
# bishops and leaders of reli-

gious congregations of men

FatherRichardMcBrien

Essays in Theology

and women. Canon lawyers
raise questions about the
lack of due process. Others
ask about our traditional
Christian belief in forgive-
ness and redemption.

The strain in the bishop-

priest relationship, Father -

Cozzens says, is “under-
mining the morale of an al-
ready overworked and be-
leaguered priest corps.”
Many feel it is now every
priest for himself.

Father Cozzens warns
against underestimating
the laity's dissatisfaction to-
ward their bishops. Lay
anger, he writes, has “gal-
vanized previously dis-
parate cohorts of Catholics
into a force to be reckoned
with. Only the naive believe
that the actions taken in
Dallas have restored the
bishops’ credibility.”

How the bishops respond
to newly formed lay groups
like Voice of the Faithful
will be critical, he says. “It
appears that many bishops
have yet to learn how to
deal nondefensively with
the grass roots initiatives of
one of the best-educated,
articulate and committed
body of believers among
the people of God. One has
only to cite, by way of ex-

ample, the recent actions of
the bishops of Rockville
Center, - New York, and
Bridgeport, Connecticut, in
denying VOTF access to
church property for its
meetings.

The scandal, Father
Cozzens believes, is much
larger in scope than we now
imagine. If that should
prove to be the case, the
perception that “mandated
celibacy for diocesan cler-
gy just isn’t working”will
become more widespread
and publicly expressed.

Father Cozzens express-
es the hope that the courage
demonstrated by many

_ priests in Boston, in estab-

lishing and joining an inde-
pendent Boston Priests Fo-

rum, will be emulated
elsewhere.
But he also observes with

much regret that, with the
death of Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin of Chicago in
1996, a leadership vacuum
has developed in the U.S. hi-
erarchy. At no time has that
vacuum been more painful-
ly evident than in the teeth
of the current crisis.

Father Cozzens says John
Paul II’'s successor will
have to address this major
crisis in ministry, “of which
the sexual-abuse scandal is
but one factor.”

Because the integrity of
the priesthood is at stake,
so, too, is the spiritual vital-
ity of the church's sacra-
mental life. Nothing is more
important than that.

Father McBrien is a profes-
sor of theology at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame.

can support
many ideas

To the editor:

It’'s always dismaying
when people quote the
Bible against other people.
The same Old Testament
that is sometimes quoted
against gays, in support of
slavery, etc., includes other
fascinating decrees.

Consider these gems,
from Deuteronomy: “When
a virgin is pledged in mar-
riage to a man and another
man ... lies with her, you
shall bring both of them out
ta the gate of that town and
stone them to death” (22:23-
24). Read around in Deu-
teronomy and discover oth-
er Bible-sanctioned stoning
occasions. “When brothers
live together and one of

them dies without leaving a*

son ... (the widow's) hus-
band’s brother shall have in-
tercourse with her” (25:3)!

There's plenty more of
the same kind of weirdness
between the same black
covers, Hopefully, no living
Christian will suggest that
we ought to be out stoning
virgins. )

“Ah, but that's the Old
Testament,” you may say.
“The New changes every-
thing.” One problem with
this is that God is supposed
to be the single unchanging,
eternal constant in the uni-
verse, and yet the OT and
the NT present such dis-
turbingly dissimilar Gods
that whole Christian sects
have been founded on the
differences. But the NT has
its share of strangeness,
too. Here is Mark 16:16-18:
“And these signs shall at-
tend those who believe: in

Catholic Courier

©2002 Rochester Catholic Press Assn.

1136 Buffalo Road
P.O. Box 24379
Rochester, NY 14624

585/529-9530

800/600-3628 outside Rochester
httpy/fwww.catholiccourier.com
e-mail: info@catholiccourier.com

President .
Bishop Matthew H. Clark

General Manager/Editor
Karen M. Franz
kfranz@catholiccourier.com
Editorial Department
Assistant Editor

Jennifer Ficcaglia
Jficcaglia@cathaliccourier.com
Staff Writers

Rob Cullivan
reullivan@catholiccourier.com
Mike Latona
miatona@catholiccourier.com
Staff Photographer

Karin von Voigtlander .
kvonvoigtiander@catholiccourier.com

Photo Intern

Jason Rearick

Editorial Assistant

Louis Lizenberger
litzenberger@catholiccourier.com
Business Department

Office Manager

Mary DiPonzio
mdiponzio@catholiccourier.com
Administrative Assistant

ArleneS. Gall

- agali@catholiccourier.com

Circulation Manager

- Donna Stubbings

dstubbings@catholiccourier.com

Graphics Department
Graphics Manager

Kim Parks
kparks@catholiccourier.com
Graphic Artist

Linda Jeanne Rivers
Irivers@catholiccourier.com

Advertising Department
Display Advertising Executives
“Tracy Moses )
tmoses@catholiccourier.com
Donald P. Wilson
dwilson@catholiccourier.com

Bible quotes o

my name they shall ... take
up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them .. ”
What sane believer has at-
tempted these feats? Actu-
ally, there’s a corps of
loonies down in Georgia
who do indeed dance with
cobras and drink arsenic
and occasionally die from
one or the other! Your New
Testament and mine explic-
itly prescribes these bi-
zarre and extremely dan-
gerous demonstrations of
belief. Check it out.

If we adhere too faithful-
ly to the Bible, we'll all
wind up as either the ston-
ers or the stoned. Or maybe
poisoned.

Peter Dzwonkoski
Westmoreland Drive
Rochester

Wants stats
on diocese

To the editor: :

I am not interested in the
year 2025. I would like to
know what the diocese and
the parishes are going to do
in 200S or in 2010 when a
large percentage of sisters
currently serving the
parishes and diocesan of-
fices will be approaching

retirement. Given their ex- -

perience and knowledge,
these women will be next to
impossible 1o replace.

Your front page story
(Sept. S: “Tougher issues
await in new round of plan-
ning”) told us nothing about
the number of working dea-
cons or the number of dea-
cons in training, lay men
and women who are degree
or certification candidates
now enrolled at St. Ber-
nard’s School of Theology
and Ministry.

I would like to know how
many SBSTM students are
in the “pipeline” for certifi-
cation or degrees as pas-
toral administrators or pas-
toral assistants?

I think many of us who
love the Church and the
diocese would like to see
the Courier publish annual
statistics about the num-
bers of baptisms, confir-
mations, funerals, RCIA
candidates, etc. )

We are fortunate in most
parishes in receiving a fair-
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