
Veggies retell story o f Jonah, whale 
David DiCerto/CNS 

NEW YORK — "Jonah: A 
Veggie Tales Movie" (Artisan) is a 
whimsical, computer-animated 
retelling of the biblical story of 
Jonah and the whale, based on the 
popular direct-to-video "Veggie 
Tales" series. 
.. Written and directed by Mike 
Nawrocki and Phil Vischer, it fea­
tures a salad bar of Christian veg­
etables who sing and dance their 
way through this parable of God's 
unconditional love. While the 
computer-generated animation is 
a few notches below recent 
Disney-Pixar offerings, parents 
and fans of the series will find this 
an appealing alternative to the 
glut of merchandise-driven flicks 
geared to the younger audience. 

The tale opens with Bob Tomato 
and his mates en route to see 
Twipo, an Elvis-like asparagus, in 
concert. Sidetracked by a van 
mishap, the intrepid band encoun­
ters a bungling trio of pirates, 
eager to recount to the landlub­
bers a yarn about a recent call in 
a foreign port. 

From here, the film picks up 
the familiar Old Testament story 
of Jonah, a prophet of ancient 
Israel, currently incarnated as an 
asparagus stalk, sporting a mono­
cle and proper British accent. 
Jonah is instructed by the Lord to 
bring his message to the citizens 
of Nineveh, a godless Assyrian 

Artisan EntertainmentfCNS 

The Veggies — Junior Asparagus, Laura Car ro t , Percy, A n n i e , Bob t h e 

Tomato and Archibald Asparagus — star in the animated feature "Jonah 
— A Veggie Tales Mdirie." 

city and Israel's hated rival. 
Jonah refuses and tries to flee, 

setting sail for distant Tarshish 
aboard a ship crewed by the loony 
troika of pirates. A storm over­
takes the vessel and Jonah is 
tossed overboard, along with 
Khalil, a fast-talking, scene-steal­
ing caterpillar. The unlikely duo 
soon becomes whale hors d'oeu-
vres, and the recipients of a gas­
trointestinal visitation by a gospel 
choir of angelic vegetables. 

Their rousing "Second 
Chances" prompts a change of 
heart for Jonah. His resolve 
strengthened, escapee Jonah pro­

ceeds to Nineveh, whose inhabi­
tants have a nasty habit of slap­
ping foreigners across the face 
with fish. God's message of 
boundless love wins the day. 
Nineveh repents. Jonah leaves, 
perplexed over how God's love 
could extend to even such an 
unworthy people. • 

The film closes with Bob 
Tomato and his merry legumes 
having learned an important les­
son about God's limitless mercy 
and compassion. 

Much of the picture's shortcom- > 
ings hinge on the inevitable com­
parisons to bigger-budgeted, ani­

mated features. In addition to tak­
ing a back seat technically to 
what Disney or DreamWorks 
release, "Jonah" unfortunately 
offers less than memorable musi­
cal numbers. The celery, aspara­
gus and assorted crudites, while 
cute, are at times difficult to dis­
tinguish from each other and lack 
the endearing personality of a 
Buzz Lightyear or cowboy 
Woody. 

Several scenes are overly 
pedantic, with dialogue bordering 
on preachy. This moralizingxmay 
work better in an episodic series, 
but seems contrived in a movie. 

Highlighting the positive, the 
filmmakers deserve kudos, show­
ing courage in tackling a story as 
sublime as Jonah — especially 
taking into account the jugger­
naut-like merchandising engines 
fueling most children's entertain­
ment. "Jonah" breaks complex 
moral concepts into child-sized 
bites that are more easily grasped 
in a lighthearted guise. 

The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops classification is 
A-I — general patronage. The 
Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is G — general 
audiences. 

DiCerto is a guest reviewer for the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops' Office for Film and Broadcast­
ing while staff critic Anne Navarro 
is on maternity leave. 

Accounts Payable Specialist (Part-Time) 
Assist in the day-to-day accounts payable function with 

specific responsibilities for Monroe County Catholic 

Schools invoice processing and check preparation. Send 

cover letter and resume to: 

Mr. Luis Rivera, Pastoral Center, 1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, New York 14624 or fax to: 585/529-9529, 
or e-mail to rivera@dor.org. 

Web/Graphic Designer (Part-Time) 
Under general supervision of the Diocesan Director of 

Communications, the Web/Graphic Designer is responsible for the 
oversight of the diocesan website acting as a liaison to other ministry 
areas to coordinate and ensure the high quality content and appear­
ance of their web pages. The Web/Graphic designer will also work 

with an outside consultant as well as the internal Information 
Technology Department to develop a basic design framework for 

the diocesan website. The Web/Graphic Designer will also provide 
graphic and desktop publishing support to the Communications Office 

and other ministry areas as appropriate. 
Send cover letter and resume to: Mr. Luis Rivera, 

Pastoral Center, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, New York 14624 
or fax to: 585/529-9529, or e-mail to rivera@dor.org. 

We offer a variety of 
Programs and Positions: 

Residential Counselors • Community Living 
Instructors • Life Skills Assistants 
• Drivers • Service Coordinators 

• Community Integration Specialist 
• RN & LPN • As needed Job Coaches 

Visit our website at 
vnrw.lifetimeassistance.org 

For more information or to apply on line! 
You may apply in person at 

L i fe t ime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul. Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 585-4264120 ext. 3121 
Fax58542S4755 

Minorities are encouraged to apply 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$59! Water damaged, stain­
ed, poorly textured/swirled 
ceilings repaired, re-textured, 
re-painted, or made flat 
again. Any size drywall/plas-
ter wall repairs. No job too 
small. 585/392-50767" 

Investments 

CASCIANI INVESTMENT: 
Proven investment advice for 
worthy goals; Debt discharge, 
Asset accumulation. Mutual 
funds, Individual stocks. First 
hour always free. 585-467-0192 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS ALL 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls 
& garage foundation repairs. 
40 years experience. Al 
Meyvis Sr. 323-1007. 

www.caQioiiccouner.com 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
K\o*-i i r n rc in offit ( 
household moving and 
dclivcrR-*. 

Hie f>i Small \\r ilothmi Ml' 
473-6610/473-4357 

23 Arlington Si Rorht-slcr NY 14(507 
N VIX >T»<llir>7 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
exterior/interior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basement problems/all type 
home repairs. Power wash­
ing for decks/homes. Small 
jobs welcome. NYS certified. 
392-4435 or 323-2876. 

WARNING: Do not sell your home until 
you read a copy ot this FREE Report: 
ROCHESTER. NY- A free report has 

just been released that shares the little 
known secrets of how to get the highest 
pnee for your home when you decide 
to sell The report highlights an 8-Step 
System to get your home sold for the 

highest price possible and as quickly as 
possible Don't make the mistakes that 
can cost you thousands' Just call 24 

hours 585-349-2555. ex! 236 
Compliments ot Sue Chnstie 

www.suechnstie.com 
anp Nothnagle Realtors. 

ourier Classified 
will find you dedicated and 
well-educated employees 

Call : 585-529-9530 

Property 

TOWN HOUSE FOR RENT: 
2 Bedrooms with vaulted ceiling and walk in closet • Baths 
1 full and 1 half • Includes refrigerator, stove, dishwasher 
and garbage disposal • 5 rooms, total 1000 sq.fi • Full 
Basement w/washer and dryer hookups • Private patio 

• Ceramic tiles, Berber carpeting (neutral decor) • No Pets 
$625.00 per Month plus utilities 

Contact Frank (585) 734-1816 • City/Gates/Greece Border 
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