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Controversy envelops AQ

Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier

Controversy erupted Oct. 9 when
Aquinas Institute announced that
Robert B. Wegman, chairman of
Wegmans Food Markets Inc., was
delaying a $10 million gift to the
school, pending teachers’ possible
vote to unionize.

Members of local unions severe-
ly criticized the decision by Weg-
man, an Aquinas alumnus, and at
least one pro-union writer to a local
daily newspaper said he would not
shop at Wegmans stores. The
Catholic Courier left a recorded
message at Wegman’s home, and al-
so left a message with a woman who
answered the phone, but Wegman
did not respond to the newspaper’s
request for comment. :

A day after the delay of the Weg-
man gift became public, the school
announced the departure of its pres-
ident, Patrick Hanley. A school
statement said Hanley had left to
“pursue other interests.” Joseph B.
Knapp, the high school’s director of
public relations, declined to elabo-
rate. However, Knapp emphasized
that Hanley’s departure had nothing
to do with the controversy over
Wegman’s gift. The trustees ap-
pointed a transition team headed by

. alumnus Michael R. Daley to over-

see the school until Hanley’s suc-
cessor is named.

In May of this year, the school
announced that Wegman’s gift
would be used for building renova-
tions; construction of an addition
that will house a fine arts center;
and enhancement of the school’s
scholarship endowment. The arts
center was slated to open in the fall
of 2003, but Knapp said construc-
tion has not yet begun.

New York State United Teachers,
which is affiliated with the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers and the
AFL-CIO, had filed a petition with
the National Labor Relations Board
Oct. 4, requesting that an election
be held to determine if a majority
of Aquinas’ voting faculty want
union representation. Representa-
tives of the school and its faculty
were slated to meet Friday, Oct. 18,
for a hearing with the NLRB.

The Courier left messages at the
school for three teachers report-
edly active in the union move-
ment. None returned phone calls.
One of the three teachers, James
Shook, declined to comment when
the Courier reached him at his
home. :

The school issued a statement
noting that it would recognize a
union chosen by the teachers. How-
ever, the school’s statement said:
“We believe that when our faculty

&%

weighs all the facts, they will
choose to continue to work directly
with the school.”™

Regarding Wegman'’s decision to
delay his gift, the school’s state-
ment said: “What’s fundamental to
Catholic education is a community
of administration, faculty, students,
parents and alumni working to-
gether. It is Mr. Wegman'’s belief
that the intervention of a third par-
ty could polarize those community
dynamics.”

Wegman’s decision to delay his
gift to Aquinas was bitterly de-
nounced by Adam Urbanski, presi-

How do I share faith with my child?
"My family is just too busy to pray!”

Karin von Voigtiander/Catholic Courier
Portions of the Wegman donation were to go to renovation and building
expansion at Aquinas’ Dewey Avenue campus.

dent of the Rochester Teacher’s As- g

sociation, and national vice presi- ¢
dent of the American Federation of :
Teachers. Urbanski called the gift &

“30 pieces of silver” and noted that

Pope John Paul II has advocated the ¢

right of workers to organize.

“I think Mr. Wegman is under-
minirig the constitutional rights of
workers for free association ...,
Urbanski said. “Unionized families

”» &

spend money at his stores. This,

ironically, is the use of profits to un-
dermine the very same people who

contribute toward his ability to &

make these profits.”

‘Do you long to teach your child what is right?

Parenting in the new millennium requires that it be done in light of faith - arguably more

so now than in any other time in our history. Children, no matter what their age. long to -

and need to know their faith and know how to live it in the world. The Diocese of
Rochester will be offering workshops that cover topics pertinent to parents of newborns,
young children, teens, young adults. and even grandparents.

Faithful Parenting:

Sharing Our Faith With Our Children -

At All Stages Of Life
Featuring Dr. Joann Heaney-Hunter

Dr. Joann Heaney - Hunter is a wife and mother who currently serves as
Associate Professor of Theology at St. John's University, NY. She served as consultant to
the US Catholic Bishops on their pastoral, Follow the Way of Love: A Pastoral Message
to Families; and is author of Unitas, a popular marriage preparation program.

~ Sun., November 3
St. John of Rochester Church

Sat., November2
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
115 E: High St., Painted Post 8 Wickford Way, Fairport

9 a.m. - Noon 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.

COST: $15 per person - $25 per couple - Registration Deadline: October 25
Registration forms can be accessed:
on-inc at ww,w.dor.org/e&c/ym/departmental.htm.
at your parish, or by calling (585) 328-3210 ext. 295.
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