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may not be of heaven, but 
instead, from hell. 

I viewed two of the 
"Crossing Over" shows in 
the past. What caused me 
fear was the subject matter 
of The alleged communica
tions. I find it difficult to 
believe that those who 
"passed-over" and commu
nicated with their loved 
ones would discuss such 
matters as unfinished craft 
projects and funky food 
fetishes. I would expect, in
stead, that they would be 
speaKing of their joy and 
peace found in their fellow
ship with God and encour
aging their friends and rel
atives in their journey 
towards God and their next 
life in heaven. 

The article finishes by 
stating that many have re

turned to their faith as a re
sult of this show. I hope that 
this is so. However, I fear a 
danger remains as to the 
substance and subject of 
that faith. I further fear the 
potential impact that the ar
ticle might have on those 
who might recognize it as 
ah espousal of such prac
tice, despite the very clear 
and express directives of 
the Bible and Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. 

Marie Marton 
Dibbles Trail 

Webster 

Group seeks 
supporters 
l b the editor: 

The bishops of New York 

Karin von Voigtlander/Catholic Courier 

V 
State are to be congratulat
ed for their exercise of lead
ership in issuing their re
cent pastoral statement on 
the fundamental right of 
parents to choose their chil
dren's schools. However, it 
will take more than their 
leadership to achieve the 
goal of school choice. It wUl 
require a strong grassroots 
effort, with, parishioners 
across the state contacting 
the Governor, legislative 
leaders and their own sena
tors and assemblymembers. 

Since 1994 United New 
Yorkers for Choice in Edu
cation (UNYCE) has been 
engaged in the struggle for 
affordable access to alter
natives to public education. 
Like the bishops, we also 
support a strong public sec
tor in education. As a non-
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partisan, nonsectarian orga
nization, we have worked 
with the New York State 
Catholic Conference, educa
tors from other Christian 
denominations, and both 
Jewish and Muslim educa
tional leaders. We have also 
worked with members of 
the administration and both 
major political parties. 

Each year we draw closer 
to our goal of passing a bill 
that wiU help parents afford 
to send their children to the 
schools those parents have 
chosen. As we continue to 
build our membership base, 
we will eventually prevail, 
and students in all schools, 
public and nonpublic, will 
benefit. 

Catholic Courier readers 
are invited to contact the 
UNYCE office to join in this 
effort or for additional in
formation. There are no set 
dues; rather, members con
tribute what they can af
ford. We may be reached at 
(516) 292-1224, or by mail at 
PO Box 4096, Hempstead, 
NY 11551-4096. Our e-mail 
address is unyce@earth-
link.net. 

Timothy P. Mulhearn 
President, United New 

Yorkers for Choice in 
Education 

Columnist 
slams pope 
To the editor: 

So, Father McBrien 
launches yet another spirit
ed attack on the Church. 
This time it is to suggest* 
strongly that the sex crisis 
is the Pope's fault (Sept. 19). 
This conies as no surprise. 

In 1987 McBrien co-au
thored a book titled Church 
in Anguish. His essay, sup
posedly on higher educa
tion, is mainly a criticism of 
John Paul II: the Pope sim
ply does not know what the 
function of a university is. 

A fellow Jesuit Father 
John J. McDermott re
viewed a 1994 book Modem 
Catholicism: Vatican II and 
After, to which McBrien 
contributed, saying: "The 
volume proves very tenden
tious in its anti-authoritari
an animus, especially 
against the Vatican, and in 
particular John Paul II." 

This describes Father 
McBrien's attitude in a nut
shell. In his criticism of the 
Dogmatic Constitution of 

the Church he finds it too oc
cupied with papal authority 
and not centered sufficient
ly on Christ. This despite the 
fact that this document be
gins with the statement 
"Christ is the light of hu
manity." 

Possibly his best-known 
text, his 1996 book Catholi
cism, reduced the Pope's 
and bishops' teaching to just 
another opinion. This was 
one of the reasons why the 
National Conference on 
Catholic Bishops Committee 
on Doctrine gave it a failing 
grade: its lack of accuracy. 
McBrien is inclined to dis
like bishops: he stated this in 
the Brooklyn Tablet, March 
14, 1974. Why should he, 
therefore, agree with any
thing John Paul II, the Bish
op of Rome, does? 
McBrien's slamming of 
John Paul II is an orches
trated polemic against the 
Church, designed to confuse 
and mislead the People of 
God. The spirit that moves 
him is not holy. 

Jan E. Fredericks 
Birr Street 
Rochester 

Stunned by 
lead story 
To the editor; 

Never in my 87 years 
did I ever d ream I'd see 
the day when a Catholic 
newspaper would hit a 
person when he's down 
and then walk all over 
him. Such is the case with 
the story on page one of j 
the August 29 Courier. j 

An art icle one by two ; 
inches on an inside page 1 
would have been enough if j 
you felt you had to report j 
the s tory which-the daily | 
paper printed in detail. f 

To give 6" x 10" across f 
the entire front page to an | 
ar t ic le about an old re- f 
tired priest is inexcusable. | 
He may be guilty, but rest | 
assured he's suffered 1 
enough thinking about his 1 
past sins. f 

Did you check Father 's I 
record as a priest? I 'm f 
sure in his lifetime many J 
will remember him for the | 
good he's done rather than fj 
for this sin of his. 1 

Such reporting does not g 
speak favorably on the I 
Courier's management. f 

Kenneth Wagner I 
Murphy Drive, Victor { 

link.net

