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i#i NEW YORK — “White Oleander”
g (Warner Bros.) is the sad, agonizing
story of the trials of a teenage
: daughter whose single mother, In-
8 grid Magnusson, has been jailed for
i1 killing her boyfriend. The 15-year-
i old, Astrid (Alison Lohman), who
t journeys to adulthood through a se-
ries of Los Angeles foster homes,
g has witnessed her mother’s
i (Michelle Pfeiffer) arrest for the
killing, for which she is given a 35-
year-to-life sentence.

Astrid’s first foster home is with
1 former substance abuser and born-
again-Christian Starr (Robin Wright
5 Penn), who leads Astrid to baptism,
% but later turns violently against her
¢ when she realizes her live-in
boyfriend (Cole Hauser) and Astrid
2 have become an item.
This rejection sets the pattern for
Astrid’s existence. The next stop is a
group foster home where Astrid is

foster-home resident Paul (Patrick
{ Fugit) saves Astrid from complete
= emotional isolation because each has
i a similar interest in drawing, which
% leads to romantic involvement.
i The final foster mother is child-
i less actress Claire (Renee Zell-
i weger), whose TV executive hus-
" band (Noah Wyle) spends long
! periods of time away from home on
i business. They live in a stunning
g Malibu home overlooking the Pacif-
ic where Claire provides Astrid with
é her own bedroom and, more impor-

A key feature of the film is the pe-
riodic visits Astrid makes to her
$i mother in prison, usually after

the object of a gang beating. Fellow-
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Noah Wyle and Renee Zellweger play a childiess couple who take in a fos-
ter daughter whose mother is in prison for murder in “White Oleander.”

Astrid has been moved to a new lo-
cation. During these times, Astrid
tells her mather of the new people
she lives with and her fascination
with their lifestyles. Ingrid always
fiercely insists that her daughter re-
member only what she has taught
her and scorns her interest in Chris-
tianity, her sensitive boyfriend Paul,
and Claire’s caring tenderness. In-
stead, Ingrid bitterly disparages
love, men and any traditional values
that get in the way of self-interest.

As directed by Peter Kominsky,
all of the actors are of top quality.
Naturally, the success of the movie
hinges on Lohman and Pfeiffer, and
Lohman’s portrayal of her arduous
journey to adulthood is truly skillful.
While Pfeiffer is basically limited to
one locale, she presents herself to

CNS photo from Warner Bros.

Astrid as a truly interested mother
who is ready to protect her daughter
no matter the cost. But Astrid even-
tually realizes her mother’s unre-
pentant selfishness and her control-
ling brand of love are as damaging
as a white oleander is poisonous.

Because of some violence includ-
ing a suicide, one instance of rough
language, brief substance abuse and
implied sexual encounters, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops clas-
sification is A-IV — adults, with
reservations. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG-
13 —parents are strongly cautioned.
Some material may be inappropriate
for children under 13.

Hekker is a guest reviewer for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Office for Film and Broadcasting.
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Card of Thanks

hour always free. 585-467-0192

Ceiling Repair

ADOPTIONS The Catholic Courier does not publish adoption
advertising. To obtain a list of agencies that serve birth mothers and
adoptive parents, call 585-529-9530. Agencies wishing to be
included on this list may send information to the Catholic Courier.

TO BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY: for favors received
regarding my health & the
health of family. JMP

TEXTURED/SWIRLED

Masonry

CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling
only $59! Water damaged,
stained, poorly textured/-

o p - repairs,
swirled ceilings repaired, re-

MASONRY REPAIRS ALL
TYPES, brick & cement step
basement

Vocations
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@ Salvation Army Camp on Long Point, Seneca Lake, Dresden, NY.
Please complete the registration & mail by Oct. 15th to: Charles & Mary Ann
Flansburg@ 146 Summer Street Hornell, NY 14843 or call 607-324-7975.

Name(s) Phone#:
Address °

City i State 2P ]
1 # Reservations for: __ Singles ($55) __ Couples ($110) __Commuter ($45) #
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A 2nd Touch Cursillo Retreat: Oct. 25 & 261 1

MERCHANDISE

Antiques/Gift Sale

ANTIQUE & GIFTS SALE
20-50% OFF

9034 Cratsiey Hill Rd., CANADICE
(just off Co. Rd. 37, 3 miles
south of Rt. 20 A, Honeoye) Follow
Canadice Farms Antiques signs.
Sat-Mon, Oct 12-14, 10am-5pm.

textured, re-painted, or made
flat again. Any size
drywall/plaster wall repairs.
No job too small. 585/392-
5076.

& garage foundation repairs.
40 years experience. Al

Meyvis Sr. 323-1007.

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving &
Investments Storage,
CASCIANI INVESTMENT: :;Olll\e}\uld moving and
Proven investment advice for  Jocivenes
N i or Small, We do them AUY

worthy goals; Debt discharge, "$73.6610/473.4357
Asset accumulation, Mutual | 93 aningion St Rochester NY 14607
funds, Individual stocks. First NYDOT#9657
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Painting & Wallcovering

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting
exterior/interior. Basement
walls repaired/painted/wet
basement problems/all type
home repairs. Power wash-
ing for decks/homes. Small
jobs welcome. NYS cenrtified.

392-4435 or 323-2876.

) To Place a
Courier classified
call 585.529.9530
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