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Works of Love holds

! second-year kickoff
Mike Latona/Catholic Courier

Ruth Putnam finds it's getting

¥ tougher to track Works of Love pro-
i jects in the diocese, saying, “I don’t
® know everything that’s happening.”

It's not that Putnam, the pro-

8 gram’s coordinator, is disorganized.
A Rather, Works of Love was so suc-
1 cessful last fall that its influence
= has spread from parishes into the
Il general community.

Works of Love, an initiative of

% diocesan Catholic Charities, pro-
4 motes the social mission of the
= church through service projects
¢ and reinforcement of church teach-
# ings. The second-year program

held its kickoff weekend Sept. 28-

& 29 with commissioning and blessing
& of participants at parishes through-
= out the Rochester Diocese. These
5 festivities came on the heels of a
# visit to the diocese Sept. 23-24 by
# Father Bryan Hehir, president of
= Catholic Charities USA (see related

story on page J5).

Works of Love events will run
throughout October. According to
Putnam, this year’s theme, Cele-
brate Life!, focuses on the life and
dignity of the human person.

. Last fall’s inaugural effort in-

@ volved more than 7,000 participants

|Service gets focus

in such activities as volunteering at
senior-citizen centers and soup
kitchens; cleaning up neighbor-
hoods; collecting clothes and sup-
plies for the poor; and assisting
women who face crisis pregnan-
cies. Works of Love projects have
supported community-based activ-
ities such as Crop Walk and organi-
zations such as the Salvation Army.

Projects are mostly geared to-
ward children in diocesan Catholic
schools, as well as participants in
parish faith-formation programs
and youth groups. However, Put-
nam said, many adults have gotten
into the act as well, especially
members of parish social-ministry
committees. .

Putnam noted that Works of Love
has evolved into a year-round pro-
gram, and that she’s hoping to or-
ganize special events this winter to
connect with Valentine’s Day and
Lent. In addition, her office will
regularly furnish suggested bul-
letin inserts about Cathohc social
teaching.

“We make it very clear that
Works of Love isn't just a service
project,” Putnam said. “Works of
Love has, behind it, why we do what
we do.” Through this extra aware-
ness, she said, people will hopeful-
ly make profound changes in their
own lives: “Even Jesus was trans-
formed by the people he met in the
world.”

Father Albert Shamon’s
column, A Word for Sunday,
will return next week.

dents.

Zoo party

Last year, students from St. Michael's
School in Penn Yan adopted a bush
baby that lives at Rochester's Seneca
Park Zoo. On Sept. 23 they were invit-
ed to the zoo for a special Zoo Parent
Party. Above, volunteer educator Mary
Rose Bianchi shows a milk snake to
kindergartener Mary Kate Killen and
her father, Patrick. At right is Junior,
the bush baby adopted by the stu-
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wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

painted, or made flat again.
Any size drywall/plaster wall
repairs. No job too small.
585/392-5076.

Monroe Avenue at Oxford Street

a192

Masonry -

MASONRY REPAIRS ALL
TYPES, brick & cement step
repairs, basement' walls
& garage foundation repairs.
40 years experience.
Al Meyvis Sr. 323-1007.
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Painting & Wallcovering

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting
exterior/interior. Basement
walls repaired/painted/wet
basement problems/all type
home repairs. Power wash-
ing for decks/homes. Small
jobs welcome. NYS certified.
392-4435 or 323-2876.
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