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DIOCESAN NEWS
Woman hopes to see
cathedral as landmark
By Mike Latona
Staff writer
A parishioner of Sacred Heart Cathedral has petitioned the City of Rochester
to have the building designated as a landmark, in the hopes of averting some of
the cathedral renovation plans by the
Diocese of Rochester.
Mary Strobino Giorgi is scheduled to
appear before the Rochester Preservation Board on Wednesday, Oct. 2. Giorgi said her case will likely be heard between 6:30 and 7 p.m. The meeting, to
be held at City Hall, is open to the public.
Michael Tedesco, diocesan director of
communications, said a representative of
the diocese will attend die Oct 2 hearing
— most likely Father John Mulligan,
diocesan vicar general, who is pastor of
Sacred Heart Cathedral.
Giorgi is a lifelong parishioner of Sacred Heart. Although she is listed as the
sole petitioner, Giorgi said she has received considerable support from the Sacred Heart Preservation Committee, of
which she is a member.
"This is a final effort to keep the
church as it is. I feel this is worth a try,"
she said.
Father Daniel Condon, diocesan chancellor, said the city notified the diocese
— the cathedral's owner of record, in this
instance — of Giorgi's petition on Aug.
22. Father Condon said die diocese responded by telling the city that it does
not consent to the petition.
Father Condon, along with Eric
Patchke, diocesan manager of buildings
and properties, said this reply is consistent with their advisories whenever a
church is being considered for landmark
status.
"This has been the ongoing opinion
of our attorneys," Patchke said. "The

concern is the loss of control of use of
your property. If you get landmark status, you have others telling you what you
can do and can't do."
Landmark status can be accorded locally — as well as at state and national levels — if buildings have historical, architectural or cultural significance. If
Sacred Heart Cathedral were to be designated a landmark, the building could
be subject to review by the Rochester
Preservation Board for any non-maintenance exterior work.
Giorgi said she doesn't necessarily disagree that Sacred Heart, which was built
in 1927, should undergo such renovations as adding upgraded bathroom facilities and access for the handicapped.
"Those dungs are one thing. But when
they break through the cathedral wall..."
she said, referring to plans to cut a hole in
the building's wall to construct a new
glass-enclosed atrium near the church
entrance.
Giorgi said she has asked Bishop
Matthew H. Clark and Father Mulligan,
in writing, to consider building a new
cathedral elsewhere in the diocese.
"I just feel that it is a magnificent
church for our city. I respect the bishop,
but I feel I have a longer connection to
the place," Giorgi said. "Emotionally, nobody likes to see changes of things
they've loved throughout their life."
Tedesco said the cathedral renovation
project is slated to begin in the spring of
2003 and would take approximately one
year to complete. He said the renovation
committee's plans strive "to preserve as
much as possible the historic nature of
the cathedral."
However, he added, "Sacred Heart was
not built as a cathedral. The mother
church of our diocese ought to be a model for all, and be in the spirit of Vatican
II."

Renewing vows
The Diocese of Rochester honored couples
celebrating 25, 30, 40, 50 or more years of
marriage with a Wedding Jubilee Mass at
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Rochester Sept 22.
Above, Jeannie Ferranti looks up tearfully at
her husband of 25 years, Stephen, as they
renew their wedding vows. The Ferrantis are
parishioners at St Louis Church in Pittsford.
At right, Bishop Matthew H. Clark congratulates the couples who participated in the
Mass.
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Domestic violence programs offered
In recognition of National Domestic
Violence Month in October, the Diocese
of Rochester will offer a number of training programs and healing services.
The following training programs will
be offered:
•Tuesday, O c t 8: "Domestic Violence
Hiding in Your Pews: An Ecumenical Response," 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., St. Catherine
of Siena Church, 302 S t Catherine Circle, Ithaca. Presented by Heather Campbell, education director for the Tompkins County Task Force for Battered
Women, and Suzanne Schnittman, coordinator of the diocesan office of Pastoral
Response to Domestic Violence. The
program offers opportunities to learn
how the Tompkins County agency and
the communities surrounding it support
area churches in their work with families
affected by domestic violence, as well as
ecumenical networking with other
churches to share resources. The basic
myths surrounding domestic violence
will be presented. Registration is $10.
• Tuesday, Oct. 8: "Toddlers to Teens:
Tools for Parenting in a Violent World,"
7-9 p.m., St. Mary Church/Marian Center, 224 Franklin St, Elmira. Sponsored
by the Southern Tier Task Force on
Youth Violence. Presented by Dr. Rachel
Bryant, a licensed psychologist in private
practice in the Southern Tier and author
of a weekly parenting column in the
Elmira Star-Gazette. The program includes opportunities to examine the
foundations of violence, then present
ways to address it at each age level. The
question, "What can we glean from
church teachings to clarify the message
and strengthen our families?" will be discussed. The program is free.
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