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BY JOE SARNICOLA

A large crowd of men, women and
children had gathered around Jesus to
hear him preach. As on many occasions
when the people followed Jesus, there
was a question about the Kingdom of
Heaven that Jesus talked about so
often. Jesus looked at the people with.
compassion and attempted to answer
the question with a story.

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
landowner who went out at dawn to
hire laborers for his vineyard. After
agreeing with them for the usual daily
wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
Going out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace.
He said to them, ‘Go into my vineyard,
and I will give you what is just.’” Then
Jesus explained that the landowner stll
needed workers for the vineyard, so he
went out jooking for more laborers to
hire at noon, at three o’clock and at five
o'clock.

Jesus looked around at the people. llustration by Linda Jeanne Rivers

Most of them appeared to be listening
carefully. Some of the children were
playing quietly in the back, and one old
_man was asleep under a tree. Jesus
smiled and continued his story.

“When it was evening the owner of
the vineyard said to his foreman,
‘Summon the laborers, and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and
ending with the first."” Jesus explained
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. them equal to us who bore the day’s

essay will be published in an upcoming

that those who began working at five
o’clock, and three o’clock, and at noon
received the same pay as the workers
who started at dawn. This made the
first workers angry. They=thought they
should receive more pay, since they had
worked a longer time.

One of them complained to the
landowner. “These last ones worked
only one hour, and you have made

burden and the heat.”

The landowner saw the situation dif-
ferently. Jesus said these were his
words to the workers who had started
at dawn. “Did you not agree with me
for the usual daily wage? Take what is
yours and go. Am I not free to do as I
wish with my own money? Are you
envious because [ am generous?”

Then Jesus paused and said to people
in the crowd, “Thus, the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Matthew 20

Q&A

1. Why did the landowner go into
town?

2. What did the landowner say about
his money?

Match the people with the job that they did.
Answers on page 13.
1. Tbuilt a big boat (Gen. 6:14) a. Simon Peter

b. Saul
c. Levi

2.1 was a tent maker (Acts 18:3)
8 3. I collected taxes (Luke 5:27)
d. Noah
e. David

Yo 1

g



http://www.catholiccdurier.com

