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Jeremiah writes a prayer letter

By JOE SARNICOLA

My name is Jeremiah. Some people
call me a prophet of God. I was born in
Anathoth, a village near Jerusalem. The
first time I knew God had something
special planned for me was when Josiah
was king of Judah. This is what the Lord
said to me. “Before I formed you in the

“womb I knew you, before you were
born, I dedicated you, a prophet to the
nations I appointed you.” How could
someone my age serve God? And I did
not feel worthy of his blessing, so1said,

-“Lord God, I know not how to speak; I
am too young.” But God told me I was
not too young to serve him. He said, “To
whomever I send you, you shall go;
whatever 1 command you, you shall
speak. Have no fear before them, be-
cause I am with you to deliver you. I will
place my words in your mouth.” Who
was I to argue with God? He said he had
called me before I was born, and he said

he would not only give me the words to

speak, but he would always protect me.
It hasn’t always been easy. Sometimes I
get nervous, sometimes the people do
not want to listen to the words I say
from God. And sometimes I become dis-
couraged about what God wants me to
do. I was so upset one time, I couldn’t
even talk to.God. So I wrote down my

- rageis my mes-

feelings, as if I [..
were writing
God a prayer
letter. Let me
read it to you.
“O Lord, you
were too strong
for me and you
triumphed. All
the day Iam an
object of laugh-
ter; everyone [
mocks me. Vio- |}
lence and out-

sage. I try not
speak the name
of the Lord, but
it becomes like
fire burning in
my heart.” It
seemed like I
could no stop
writing and praying and crying that day.
I felt that the people who did not want to
hear God’s message would rejoice if |
gave up. But I didn’t give up. The Lord
heard my prayer and when I felt his iove
engulf me, I was able to finish my letter
with these words. “The Lord is with me,
like a2 mighty champion. My persecutors
will not triumph. Sing to the Lord, praise
the Lord, for he has rescued the life of

Puzzle

Fill in the blanks with the name of the food mentioned
in the following Bible verses. Answers on page 20.

MILK FISH APPLES HERBS
BREAD HONEY MELON

1. in silver (Proverbs 25:11)

2 A

3. We remember the

pati:h (Isaiah 1:8)

(Numbers 11:5)

and

4. a land flowing with
5. ripening, aromatic
6. make

SGndbyAugwtzs to.

Name

Rochester Raging Rhinos, c/o Andy, 333 N. Plymouth Ave., Rochester, NY 14602
e-mail acoachgd0@aol.com » Phone 585-454-5425

(Exodus 3:8)
(Song of Songs 5:13)

out of them (Ezekiel 4:9)

CURE Childhood Cancer Association & Rochester Raging Rhinos 1
Aickoff Childhood Cancer Awareness Month! |

A great time for : .
~ agreat cause!

The Rochester Raging Rhinos vs. Minnesota Thunder
Sunday September 1 ¢

6:05 pm at Frontier Field

Address

I oy

State i Zp.

B somoer of tokets at $10 perticket _________ Method of payment. Gash§
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the poor from the power of the wicked.”

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Jeremiah 1, 20

Q&A

1. What did Jeremiah say when God
called him?

2. How did Jeremiah feel after he
prayed?

o L J L
Bible Trivia

What short book follows the Book
of Jeremiah in the Bible?

Send answer to: Catholic Courier
Bible Trivia, PO Box 24379, Roch-
ester, NY 14624. Please include your
name, address, school and grade.
All entries must be received by
Aug. 29, 2002. A winner will be
selectéd at random from all the cor-
rect entries submitted. The winner
to the last trivia question was
Amanda DiPonzio, a fourth-grader
at Holy Cross School, Rochester. In
response to “Jesus performed his
first miracle at a wedding. What
did he do?” she responded, “Jesus
performed his first miracle at the
wedding at Cana by turning the
water into wine.”
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%ut We have had to translate the
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Italy April 21-May 4, 2003 Rome, Assisi, Florence, Venice, Stresa,
and Milan. An enchanting mix of history, art, and culture, with tours of imperial
Rome, Pisa, and St Francis Basilica. Includes round trip transportation from
Rochester, 12 night's accommodations at first class hotels, 12 dinners at local
restaurants or hotels, tours, transportation, and transfers.

Alaska July 31- August 11, 2003 Explore Alaska and its
legendary ports of call, spectacular scenery, and friendly atmosphere, aboard
the Ocean Princess. This 13-day cruise tour, includes five-nights in ports of
call: Fairbanks, Denali, Anchorage, and seven nights on board ship.

For information and reservations CALL SISTER CAROLE PROIA: 585-865-9861

6th Annual Sisters of St. Joseph Fun-raising Trip

Call to learn how you can receive a free upgrade and a pair of binoculars!
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