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Laity's involvement ivill strengthen church 
The sexual-abuse crisis has generated 

a number of short-term consequences 
for the Catholic Church: most bad, some 
good. The hope is that, in the long run, 
the church will emerge from this crisis 
even stronger than before — spiritually, 
ministerially and structurally. 

One of the most promising short-term 
effects that may help to realize this long-
term hope is the evident determination 
of Catholic laity to involve themselves 
more directly in the church's decision
making processes. 

There is nothing particularly novel or 
revolutionary about this development. Al
most 40 years ago, the Second Vatican 
Council called upon the laity to play a 
more meaningful role in the internal life 
of die church: "As sharers in the role of 
Christ the Priest, the Prophet, and the 
King, die laity have an active part to play 
in die life and activity of die Church" (De
cree on die Apostolate of die Laity, n. 10). 

T h e Dogmatic Consti tut ion on the 
Church was jus t as specific. T h e laity 
share equally, aldiough in different ways, 
with the hierarchy, clergy and religious in 
the threefold mission of Christ - of 
teaching, ruling and sanctifying (n. 30). 

Pastors "were not meant by Christ to 
shoulder alone the entire saving mission 
of die Church toward the world." They 
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must recognize die ministries and charis
matic gifts that the laity also have, and 
they must work widi die laity so that "all 
according to dieir proper roles may co
opera te in this common under taking 
widi one heart." 

Vatican II urged diat pastoral councils, 
made u p of laity, religious and clergy, 
and presided over by the bishop, be es
tablished in every diocese (Decree on the 
Bishop's Pastoral Office in die Church, 
n. 27), and that bishops not only seek die 
advice of laity bu t also "allow [them] 
freedom and room for action," encour
aging them to "undertake tasks on 
[dieir] own initiative" (Dogmatic Consti
tution on die Church, n. 37). 

"The Church," the council declared, 
"has not been truly established, and is 
not yet fully alive, nor is it a perfect sign 

of Christ [in die world], unless there ex
ists a laity worthy of the name working 
along widi die hierarchy" (Decree on the 
Church's Missionary Activity, n . 21). 

T h e same spirit of collaboration must 
exist at die parish level as well. The coun
cil urged parish priests to listen to their 
parishioners "willingly," to take their 
opinions and recommendations serious
ly and to "recognize their experience and 
competence in die different areas of hu
man activity" (Decree on the Ministry 
and Life of Priests, n. 9). 

The laity, tiierefore, are not restricted 
to the temporal order alone, leaving die 
bishops and priests to manage die affairs 
of d ie church witiiout lay involvement. 
O n the contrary, the laity "exercise dieir 
apostolate both in the Church and in die 
world, in both the spiritual and the tem
poral orders" (Decree on die Apostolate 
of the Laity, n. 5). 

O n Saturday, July 20, a congress will 
be held in Boston's Hynes Auditorium 
under die auspices of a new and rapidly 
growing lay organization called Voice of 
the Faithful. Some 5,000 people are ex
pected to attend. 

Voice of die Faithful was founded in 
January of diis year, just as die sexual-
abuse scandal began to unfold. The idea 
was conceived by Dr. James Muller, an in

ternationally recognized cardiologist at 
Massachusetts General Hospital and a 
recipient of a Nobel Peace Prize in.1985 
as a cofounder of International Physi
cians for die Prevention of Nuclear War. 
Dr. Muller launched Voice of die Faidi-
ful as a way of responding constructive
ly to the sexual-abuse crisis in the 
Catholic Church. The group has a Web 
site is www.votf.org. 

Its goals are threefold: 1. Suppor t 
those who have been abused; 2. Support 
priests of integrity; and 3 . Shape struc
tural change within the church. These 
goals are encapsulated in the organiza
tion's motto: "Keep the Faith, Change 
die Church." 

Whedier Voice of die Faithful o r any 
similar lay initiative will continue to 
flourish as a pastorally effective force in 
die church long after die current crisis 
disappears from the media 's radar 
screens is something that no one can pre
dict at this juncture. 

What one can safely predict, however, 
is diat the hopes of Vatican II will never 
be fulfilled widiout the direct and mean
ingful involvement of laity in die life and 
mission of the Catholic Church. 

• • • 
Father McBrien is a professor of theology 

at the University of Notre Dame. 

Self-perception reflected in good, bad choices 
16th Sunday of the Year (July 21): 

(R3) Matthew 13:24-43; ( R l ) Wisdom 
12:13,16-19; (R2) Romans 8:26-27. 

In Sunday's parable Jesus tells of a 
farmer who sowed good seeds in his field. 
But while he was sleeping, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat. 

T h e parable implies that there are 
good and bad people in die world. The 
good people are those who follow God 
and his ways. The bad people are those 
who follow die devil and his aim to harm 
others. On Judgment Day, the good peo
ple will be separated from the bad. 

Jesus wants all of us to be wheat, not 
weeds. Yet diere are times when good 
people do stupid tilings. People are not 
just good or bad. Sometimes good peo
ple do what is bad. 

First of all, we need to recognize diat 
life is made of choices. People are not 
born good or bad. Some people are born 
in very bad circumstances and tiiey be
come scarred for life. That is why we 
dare not judge others. 

A second point is this: How we feel 
about ourselves often determines the 
choices we make. 

If we feel that our life does not ulti
mately matter, then we will make our de
cisions accordingly. However, if we be-
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lieve our lives ultimately d o matter, and 
if we have hope that we can improve our 
situations, then that also will be reflect
ed in die decisions we make. 

Former President J immy Carter often 
reflects on die changes h e sees in peo
ple's lives because of die work of Habitat 
for Humanity. 

"We see ... lives changed among for
gotten people," he says. "A Habitat fam
ily diat lived near Washington had been 
living in an abandoned automobile. O n e 
of dieir children was an 8-year-old boy. 
H e was very excited about getting a new 
house. When the family was chosen, h e 
j u m p e d u p and down and said, 'We won, 
we won.' After d i e h o m e was finished 
and the family had moved in, die litde 
boy attended a different school. H e had 

always been in a slow learners' class, but 
when he moved his records had been lost 
and h e was pu t into a regular class by 
mistake. No one noticed the error, and 
at the end of the first half of the year, his 
lowest g rade was a B. Now h e is still 
learning with the smartest of students. 
This is what having a decent home for 
die first time in life can do." 

One last thing we need to see: Jesus 
says to us, "You are a winner. There is 
hope for you. By my grace, you can do it." 

In a Peanuts strip, Lucy is parked in 
her psychiatric booth and Charlie Brown 
is sharing his problems widi her. "Some
times I ask myself questions," h e begins. 
"Sometimes I ask myself', 'Is diis your re
al life, or is diis just a pilot film? Is my life 
a 39-week series o r is it a special?'" In n o 
time at all Lucy analyzes his problem and 
gives an instant answer, "Whatever it is," 
she says, "your ratings are down. Five 
cents, please!" 

J o n Tal Murphree, in his book Made 
to Be Mastered, writes, "Widiout Lucy's 
special permission, I want to answer 
every Charlie Brown in die world. Yes, 
diis is your real life. No, it is not a pilot 
film. Yes, it is a special — it is very spe
cial!" Why? Because Christ died in our 
behalf. Why d o good people d o stupid 

things? Nobody knows all the answers. 
But we do know diis: We always have a 
choice. The choices we make reflect how 
we feel about ourselves. God tells us our 
lives are special, that our choices do mat
ter, that there is always hope. 

• • • 
Father Shamon is administrator of St. 

Isaacfogues Chapel, Fleming, 

Daily Readings 
Monday, July 22 

Micah 6:14, 6-8; Psalms 50:5-6, 8-9, 
16-17, 21 , 23; J o h n 20:1-2,11-18 

Tuesday, July 23 
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalms 85:2-8; 

Matthew 12:46-50 
Wednesday, July 24 

Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10; Psalms 71:1-6, 15; 
17; Matdiew 13:1-9 
Thursday, Jury 25 

2 Corindiians 4:7-15; Psalms 126:1-6; 
Matdiew 20:20-28 

Friday, Jury 26 
Jeremiah 3:14-17; (Ps) Jeremiah 

31:10-13; Matthew 13:18-23 
Saturday, July 27 

Jeremiah 7:1-11; Psalms 84:3-6, 8, 11; 
Matdiew 13:24-30 

Looking for Quality 
Printing? 

Through a special arrangement 
between Wayuga Press and the 

Catholic Courier Graphic's Department, 
you can now get quality, affordable 

typesetting and printing. 

Give us a call for your next job! 
COURIER GRAPHICS • 716-328-4340 

WAYUGA PRESS • 315-754-6229 

"IFYOITVE 
MADEAWELL, 
THERE'S ONE MORE 
THING TO DO... 

make your PreNeed orMedicaid 

a r rangements widi us." 

FUNERAL/HOME INC 

' * 585-482-0400 
495 N.Winton Rd.* Rochester, NY 14610 

HoU'sInn 
'An Old-fashioned Summer JaimSy Hfesort" 

Since 1935* 68tk Season 
• The Family Resort on Fourth Lake 
• Open June 30 thru Labor Day 
• Swimming, Boating on premises 
• Golfing nearby 
• Rates from $85-$160 per day/per person 

(includes 3 meals daiy) 
• Weekly and Family Rates, as well 
• All rooms with private baths 
• New! Housekeeping Cottages 

Located in the Central Adkondads 
(65 mites north of exit 31, Ufca, NY) 

Preseason: 315-733-2748 
Summer 315-357-2941 

S. Shore Rd. • PO Box 417* Inlet, NY 13360 
www.holsinn.com 

Kids' Chronicle 
Answers from page 7 

http://www.votf.org
http://www.holsinn.com

