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Jesus describes heaven in parables
BY JOE SARNICOLA
Many times, when word spread that
Jesus was coming, huge crowds of people would follow him, hoping he would
preach to them or heal them. On one of
those days, the crowd was so large mat
Jesus had to preach from a boat in the
water while the people listened from the
shore. Jesus looked with love at his people. Then he began preaching.
"The kingdom of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed. When everyone
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds all through the wheat. His laborers asked him if he wanted them to pull
the weeds, but he said the wheat would
be pulled out at the same time. He told
them to wait until harvest time. Then the
weeds would be separated and burned
and the wheat would be stored in the
barn."
Jesus could see that his story had
caused some of the people to question
each other about its possible meaning.
Jesus raised his arms to get their attention again and he told them another
story.
"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. It is the smallest of seeds, yet
when full-grown, it is the largest of
plants. The kingdom of heaven is also
like yeast that a woman took and mixed
with three measures of wheat flour until
the whole batch was leavened."
After he had told them a number of
stories, Jesus sent the people home.
When they had all gone, and he was
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alone with his disciples, one of them
asked Jesus a question. "What is the
meaning of the parable of the weeds in
the field?"
Jesus looked at each of his friends and
said, "He who sows good seed is the Son
of Man, the field is the world, the seed is
the children of the world and the enemy
is the devil. Just as weeds are collected

Puzzle

Circle the word that makes the sentence true. The questions are based
on the Gospel of Matthew; chapter numbers are given as hints.
Answers on page 8.
1. (Emmanuel, Messiah) means "God is with us." (ch. 1)

and burned with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age. Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
father."
And Jesus told his disciples another
parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like
a net thrown into the sea. When it is full,
the fishermen haul it ashore and sit
down and put what is good into buckets.
What is bad they throw away. Thus it
will be at the end of the age. Do you
understand all these things?"
"Yes," the disciples answered.
READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Matthew 13

Q&A
1. Why did Jesus preach from a boat?
2. What were all of Jesus' parables about?
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2. Jesus was born in (Egypt, Bethlehem) (ch. 2)
D 3. Jesus was baptized in the (Nile, Jordan) River, (ch. 3)
4. (Twenty-one, Twelve) men were the first disciples of Jesus, (ch. 10)
5. Jesus walked on the (sea, quicksand) as if it were dry land. (ch. 14)
6. Jesus died on the (cross, gallows), (ch. 27)

.JL~J]
Visit Kids' Chronicle
ditetheWeb .

Kids'Club
You can win a $50 savings bond by writing
an essay (100 or fewer words) answering mis
question: Why is the Bible so important to
our faith?
Send your essay — including name, home
address,telephonenumber, school and grade
— to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379,
Rochester, NY 14624. Deadline for entries is
July 18, 200Z The winner will be notified by
phone and receive the savings bond by mail.
In addition, the winner's essay will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids'
Chronicle.
Last month's winner was Alisha Cleggett, a fifth-grader at St. Monica School in
Rochester. In response to Jesus told us not to be afraid. How can fear affect the
way we act? she wrote "Fear can affect you in many ways. It can make you so
scared mat you stop believing in God. Fear can make you scared of the dark. Then
you start to believe that mere are people in your house or monsters. Just like Peter!
Peter was scared and thafs why he denied Jesus three times. Thafs what fear can
do to you. Jesus and God can help you overcomefear.Jesus can be in another person who can help you out with your fears."
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