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Conference to explore
home-school relations

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

Exploring the interaction between fam-
ilies and Catholic schools will be the focus
of the 13th annual Institute on Catholic
Education in the Wilson Commons at the
University of Rochester on Monday, July 8,
and Tuesday, July 9.

About 100 educators — including teach-
ers, catechists, superintendents and ad-
ministrators from various states — are ex-
pected to attend the conference, according
to Mercy Sister Edwardine Weaver, direc-
tor of the Catholic School Administrators
Program at the UR’s Margaret Warner
Graduate School of Edu-
cation and Human Devel-
opment. Sister Weaver said
this year’s theme high-
lights the growing chal-
lenges schools face in edu-
cating children from a
variety of family back-

homes, low-income
households and abusive sit-
uations.

The institute kicks off
July8w1tha915a.m.keynotespeechby
Father Michael J. Garanzini, newly ap-
pointed president of Loyola University in
Chicago. The Jesuit priest and former psy-
chology professor is the author of several
articles on Vchild and family development,
and has written two books: The Attachment
Cycle and Child-Centered Schools: An Educa-
tor’s Guide to Family Dysfunction.

Father Garanzini will on “Positive
Nav1gaﬁo'n oF Pérsotinel 'and Family Is-
sues,” and he will propose a model for
working through personnel and family is-
sues that disrupt and divide school and
diocesan settings.

The keynote speaker on Tuesday, July 9,
is John J. Findlater, an educational consul-
tant from Michigan who has served as prin-
cipal in schools of the Archdiocese of De-
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 troit. Findlater also founded and devel-

oped an inner-city Catholic school in De-
troit. He will speak about “The Home and
School Connection: What Kind of Kids
Are We Raising Anyway?” Among the
questions he will address are whether
Catholic school students are different from
other students and how cultural shifts af-
fect children.

The institute also will feature several
small-group sessions, including one host-
ed by Patrick B. Fox, director of faith for-
mation at Penfield’s St. Joseph’s Parish and
former diocesan director of youth min-
istry. Fox will host a smali group on “En-
riching the Tapestry of Family and

School,” in which partici-
‘pants will discuss how
schools and households
N can work together to in-
i é’ " crease faith development
and educational progress.

“The nuclear family and
the school family allows for
) an energy that can com-

1 l [ h \T ?’ plement each other,” Fox

/| said. He added that the

b family is the primary place

of learning for children,

and that teachers need to “enable the nu-
clear family, not substitute for it.”

Other smallgroup sessions will explore -

narcissistic and families; nurturing
schools and parents; reaching out to chil-
dren in crisis; stress ment for edu-
cators; faith in the dlassroom; and the ef-
fects of economic class on working
relationships between educators and stu-
dents and their families.

Sister Weaver said the institute also is
designed to help educators recognize how

much a disruptive family life can affecta .

child’s learning. For example, she said,
children who have just learned that their
parents are getting divorced may become
withdrawn, inattentive and possibly even
suicidal.

‘Warning signs that a child may be suf-

cross from pieces of tissue paper.

szle school creations

St. Louis Parish of Pittsford and St. Bridget
Parish of Rochester joined forces to offer a
Vacation Bible Schoo! June 30 through July
3. The program, open to children from age 3
to fifth grade, took place at St. Louis Church.
Above, kindergartners and first graders
reach for scraps of paper July 1 during arts
and crafts time. At right, kindergartener
Latierre Stevenson of St. Bridget’s fashions a

fering from problems at home include a
propensity for fighting and other anti-so-
cial behavior, she said. She added that
teachers need to affirm children from
such homes more often than they may
have in the past in order to keep them
from growing discouraged in their school-
work.

“Students coming to school are not al-
waysasreadytol&rnasdleyoncedldbe-

. cause of what they are going through emo-

tionally and socially,” she said.

Sister Mary Elizabeth Wentworth, SSND, 75

‘By.RobCullmn

Staff writer
Sister Mary Elizabeth Wentworth, for-
merly Sister Mary Jogues, SSND, died on
May 12, 2002, in Wilton, Conn. The
Rochester native taught in several dioce-
san elementary schools, and was 75.
Sister Mary grew up attending St.
Michael’s Church in Rochester, and en-
tered the School Sisters of Notre Dame in
Baltimore, Md., in 1951. She professed
her permanent vows in July of 1960.
duate of Seton Hall University,
fmm 1955 to 1959, Sister Mary taught in
Catholic schools in Maryland and New

Jersey. From 1959 to 1960, she taught at
Holy Redeemer School in Rochester. She
then went to teach at Ss. Peter and Paul
School in Rochester until 1969. She

taught for one year at St. Michael’s School -

in Rochester before moving back to Holy
Redeemer in 1970.

From 1971 to 1976, she served on the
administrative staff at St. Boniface School
in Rochester. There she met Sister Lor-
raine Burns, SSND, currently principal of
Holy Family School, Rochester. Sister
Burns served as prmcxpal of St. Boniface
from 196873. -

“She was a jokester,” Sisteér Burns re-

called of Sister Mary. “She was a wonder-

Sister Stimson; taught at Keuka

Dominican Sister Miriam Stimson, a
former chemistry professor at Keuka Col-
lege, died June 15, 2002, at the Domini-
can Life Center in Adrian, Mich. She was
88 years old and in the 67th year of her re-
ligious profession in the Adrian Dommn-
can Congregation.

SlsterMinamwasanauveofChxmgo.
She received her bachelor’s degree in
chemistry from Siena Heights University
in Adrian, and went on to earn a master’s
degree in chemistry and 2 doctorate in
philosophy from Instiutum  Divi
Thomae in Cincinnati.

She taught at Siena Heights University
from 1939 to 1969, and in 1969 was in-

ternationally recognized for her research
in spectroscopy — the study of the inter-
actions between radiant energy and mat-
ter — at Florida State University.

From 1969 to 1978 she served in the
Rochester Diocese as a professor at Keu-
ka College, and was also the chemistry
departmental chair. She returned to
Siena Heights University in 1978 and was
director of graduate studies until 1991.
She continued on as professor emeri-
ta/adjunct at the university until this

Sister Miriam is survived by a sister,

Catharine Dymond.
-Mike Latona.

ful person, very easy to get along with.”

Sister Burns recalled that Sister Mary
also did pastoral work with the elderly
while in Rochester, primarily at St. John’s
Home.

“She loved working with the elderly
there and bringing them communion,”
Sister Burns said.

From 1976-80, Sister Mary served on
the parish staff at St. Boniface Parish be-
fore moving to Sunbury, Pa., where she
also did parish work and served the el-
derly and sick. From 1987-1993, Sister
Mary served as pastoral care worker at
Lourdes Health Care Center in Wilton be-
fore retiring. In a brief autobiography,
she wrote that she found her calling when
she worked with the sick and the elderly.

“It was a very fulfilling and rewarding
ministry,” she wrote, adding: “I had a
great sense of compassion,.and they trust-
ed me.”

Sister Mary had multiple sclerosis,
which forced her to retire from her pas-
toral work. She was a fundraiser, orga-
nizer and advocate for the Multiple Scle-
rosis Society in Connecticut. In 1994, the
society gave her its Georgina B. Davids
award in recognition of her service.

Sister Mary is survived by three sisters,
all of Rochester: Cecilia (William) Jeffers;
Helen (Howard) Prentice; and Genevieve
(Raymond) Szydlowski; and several nieces
and nephews.

A funeral Mass was celebrated in her
con; ion’s provincial motherhouse

chapel in Wilton on May 15.-
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