et kb b v mekemt el o emw e

PAGE 8 THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2002

Ja‘.; ekt

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

World Youth Day attendees commissioned

way to Colorado before deciding
to travel to Toronto for World
Youth Day, July 22-28.

In 1993, McAuliffe, currently a parish-
ioner at St. Vincent DePaul Parish in
Churchville, attended World Youth Day
in Denver, and the experience made her
want to go to another intemational
Catholic event. The Toronto eventis
expected to draw more than a quarter-
million people from 150 countries, and is
designed primarily for young adults.

“One of the biggest things | got from
Denver was the awesome range of
nationalities and cultures all worshiping
in the same space,” she said. “Some-
times in life we get stuck in
of influence. When you ge
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by going to World Youth Day. A

¢y  volunteer in his parish’s religious-educa-
tion program, he added that he also
can’t wait to “actually see Toronto.”

Ladlene Rasquinha, 21, a parishioner
at St. Anne's Parish in Rochester, is a
senior at the University of Buffalo.
Majoring in science, Rasquinha said
many of her peers in the science
program are skeptical of religious belief,
and she said that she hopes to find
some answers in Toronto to her own
questions about her Catholic beliefs.
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“| think it will give me a chance to
learn more about who | am, and where
my faith is in the community,” she said.
She added that World Youth Day is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see the

pope.

“He’s just such a world figure, what
he's doing and what he’s stood up to,”
she said, explaining her admiration.

Lynette DeJesus, 29, diocesan

* coordinator for urban youth ministry,

gave a presentation at the ceremony.
She likened the experience the young
adults will have in Toronto to the exper-
ience the disciples had on the road to
Emmaus when they encountered the
risen Jesus. She noted that everything
that seemed senseless made sense to
the disciples when Jesus explained it to
them, even the temrible events of his cru-
cifixion.

“In which one of these people are you
going to recognize Jesus?” she asked
rhetorically, as she looked around at the
paricipants.

Bishop Clark said that since the
Second Vatican Council, the church has
emphasized its status as a pilgrim, add-
ing that attending World Youth Day is
another in the many pilgrimages Chris-
tians have taken over the centuries to
bolster their faith. Like DeJesus, he
urged the young adults to make an
effort to become more aware of their
faith lives as they prepare for and go to
Toronto.

“it's one thing to live life, to go through
the actions of life,” he said. “It's another
thing to understand them.”

Anne Kidera, youth minister at Good
Shepherd in Henrietta, concluded the
day by noting that Toronto was going to
be a “mountaintop experience,” but that
participants would eventually have to
come back to their communities and
share what they had experienced.

“We can get our energy from this
mountaintop experience to fuel us to be
the ordinary experience of God for the
people we meet in our lives,” she said.
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