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A t ordingtion liturgies, the front
rows of pews in Sacred Heart
Cathedral are reserved for
diocesan priests. Yet by the time all
the clergy attending Father James
Fennessy’s June 22 ordination had
gotien situated, at least two empty
rows remained.

Quickly, a sizable group of young
men came forward and filled in the
gap. Might they someday occupy
these seats as priests themselves?

That's the hope of the 24 Hours
With the Lord program.

For the third consecutive year,
program participants met overnight
for discussion and reflection dbout
the priesthood at Nofre Dame
Retreat House. The group then
journeyed fogether to Rochester the
next morning to atfend the
ordingtion. This year's event was
facilitated by Father Tim Niven,
parochial vicar at Our Lady of the
Lakes Catholic Community in the
Finger Lakes, and Father Michael
Mavyer, pastor of St. Andrew’s/St.
Philip Neri, Rochester. Other
diocesan priests, as well, served as
assistants.

Alex Delucenay, 17, and his pal
Peter Lootens, 17. were among
several high-school students who at-
tended 24 Hours With the Lord.
Parishioners of Holy Cross in
Chariotte, both recently completed

their junior years at Aquinas Institute
and said they found the experience
worthwhile. '

"l wasn't redlly sure what to
expect. People were redlly open. it
wasn‘t like, if you said something,
you were afraid,” Alex commented.
*Just knowing there were so many
other kids there, I'm not the only one
takking about this.”

Peter added he leamed about
“what different ways you. could be
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Father Peter Deckman (right), pastor of Rochester’s St. Michael/Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish, eats lunch June 22 with participants in the 24 Hours With

the Lord program.

S

Quinn Carnahan of St. Charles
- Borromeo Parish in Greece watches
the June 22 ordination ceremony at
Sacred Heart Cathedral.

called, seeing what God's will is,
and how he revedls his wilf to us.”

Alex aiso nofed that the
ordingtion liturgy — the first one he’s
ever agttended — was equally
impressive. "It was cool how they
sang everything. You knew this was
really imporfant. You tell it was a big
step in (Father Fennessy's) life, kind
of like a mariage.” he said.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark gave
pubtic recognition to the 24 Hours
With the Lord contingent near the
end of Mass. The bishop then joined
the group in the Sacred Heart recto-
ry for iunch, followed by a question-
and-answer session on such fopics
as:
* His prayer life: Bishop Clark said
he enjoys traveling around the
diocese, using the carrides as an
opportunity for reflection — “a
retreat house on wheels,” he said.

* His healfth: Due to a cardiac
disease discovered four years ago,

- the bishop said he’s no longer an

avid jogger, but he still exercises reg-
ularty and describes his medical
condition as “wellin control.”

* His schedule: One of his key
rituals, he said, is to meet “for at
least two hours over lunch” each
Monday with his vicars generadl,
Fathers Joseph Hart and John
Mulligan, to discuss the events of the
week.

¢ His stance on women’s
ordination: Bishop Clark said he
welcomes discussion of the subject,
but emphasized that at this fime in
the Catholic Church, to ordain

women “is not a possibility for me or
for any other bishop.”

» The workload of a priest: He
acknowledged the strong likelihood
that priests being ordained in the fu-
ture will be assigned o at least two
parishes, saying it’s already happen-
ing in the Rochester Diocese.

Bishop Clark concluded the
session by stating that despite the
challenges involved, “lfyou're
looking for an intriguing. satisfying,
life-giving way of life, you'll find it in
the priesthcod.”

Altogether 19 young men — 11 of
them high-school age and the rest
young adults — atfended this year's
24 Hours With the Lord. According to
Patricia Finnerty, diocesan director
of vocations awareness, the
program has averaged more than
25 participants since its inception
and has also gained repeat
aftendees. A few of these have
goneon o enter Becket Hall, the
diocesan pre-theology program.

"Right now were starting to see
the results,” Finnerty said.

The overnight gathering is one of
several vocations-awareness
initiatives developed by Finnerty
and Father John DeSocio, diocesan
assistant to the bishop for vocations
and priestly formation. Father
DeSocio is leaving this summer to
become vice-rector of the
American College of the
immaculate Conception at the
Catholic University of Louvain,
Belgium. His cumment duties will be
picked up by two other diocesan
priests, Fathers William Donnelly and
James Schwartz,

Both Alex and Peter were invited
o 24 Hours With the Lord by the pas-
tor of Holy Cross Parish, Father
Thomas Wheeland. Whereas
Finnerty said Father Wheeland has
been a big advocate of vocations
awareness, she hopes that lay
people also will encourage youngs.
men and women in their parishes to
pursue religious vocations.

Although the numbers for 24 Hours
With the Lord were down slightly this
year, Finnerty said she doesn’t see a
connection o recent national and
local news regarding séxual abuse
by priests,

“People are going to continue to
be called (fo the priesthood),” she
said.




