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Celibacy, homosexuality do not cause abuse 
I suppose many readers have found 

themselves following the various media 
comment on the bishops' meeting in Dal­
las. I certainly have. I also watched some 
televised segments of die meeting itself. 
I have read all sorts of newspaper com­
mentary and reporting. Much of what I 
have seen, heard and read has gone in 
one ear and out the other. A few com­
ments have remained. I may rehearse 
some of those here. 

For example, one of Cardinal George's 
early comments from several weeks ago 
was something like this: "Well, the con­
servatives don't like homosexuality, and 
the liberals don't like celibacy, so we're 
off to the races." It seems to me that com­
ment revealed in a short space part of the 
political landscape surrounding this 
whole situation. Everyone wants to point 
to a cause for the child sex-abuse scandal, 
and everyone wants to find a solution for 
it, too. The trouble with this is that there 
is not likely to be one single cause for 
what has happened, and there is not like­
ly to be an easy solution, either. 

A further problem is that we all come 
at the problem with our original biases, 
so will come at things with whatever cus­
tomary blind spots we've managed to de­
velop over die course of our lives. Add to 
this our famous American "can-do" atti­
tude and we're likely to be finding quick 
fixes all over die place. In my own limit­
ed experience, quick fixes usually lead to 
a state far worse than the first! 

At any rate, die ground we tread in the 

the , 
moral 

days ahead will be very treacherous turf 
indeed. This column will try to walk 
along some of i t My first comment is sim­
ply that I have known healthy gay-and les­
bian people in ministry and out of it. Pe­
dophilia and ephebophilia are die result 
of unhealthy adaptations, and bodi het-
erosexually-oriented people and homo-
sexually-oriented people are known to 
have engaged in that activity. 

My second comment is that'I have 
known healthy celibate people as well as 
healthy non-celibate people. Non-celi-
bates as well as supposed celibates have 
engaged in pedophilia and ephebophilia. 

I don't think it is eidier homosexuali­
ty or celibacy diat leads to or causes in­
dividuals to sexually abuse children. I 
Uiink it relates more to a failure to devel­
op die capacity to enter into mature rela­
tionships diat are challenging and fulfill­
ing. People who are gay and straight, 
people who are celibate and married 
need to develop that capacity. 

If we do not develop diis capacity, we 

convert our need for relationship into die 
obsession for power over another. This 
makes us prefer relationships in which we 
can dominate die odier. Children, then, 
become a natural oudet in diese cases. 
Mature relationships involve us widi com­
panions and partners who will demand 
from us die capacity for genuine intima­
cy. By diis I mean die willingness and ca­
pacity to be confronted, to grow, to be 
honest and forthright, to respond to the 
odier, to accept our weaknesses and 
shortcomings, to become genuinely lov­
ing in die face of our own and die other's 
failures. 

Gay and lesbian people as well as celi­
bates can develop diese capacities. The 
cause for die crisis now at hand is neidier 
homosexuality nor celibacy. 

Having said diis, and acknowledging 
how important our response to die cur­
rent situation will be, I want to say some­
thing else as well. First, any attempt to "re­
form" the priesthood ought to move in 
the direction of trying to make adjust­
ments diat will help to foster the capaci­
ty for better adult relationships. Fadier 
Donald Cozzens, die audior of The 
Changing Face of the Priesthood and a for­
mer diocesan vicar general and seminary 
rector, suggested in a weekend appear­
ance on "Meet the Press" that our at­
tempts to deal widi die current crisis may 
indeed call for deep and widespread 
structural reform within die church. 

Cozzens, who has spoken locally on a 
number of occasions, discussed die cur­

rent situation in diese terms: "I diink it 
can be a real intimacy issue, and I diink 
we need to take a look at die structure of 
die priesdiood today to see if it is unwit­
tingly leading to a level of immaturity .... 
diat is higher than we might expect." He 
also observed, "I diink many of die 
priests who have abused minors and chil­
dren are very lonely men who do not 
know how to have honest, real intimacy..:, 
widi dieir peers." 

Fadier Cozzens' words are wise ones. 
If we degenerate into turning the niondis 
ahead into a witch hunt against priests or 
seminarians who are gay, if we become 
rigid about the complexity of human sex­
uality or deny die genuine and universal 
need for intimacy, we will fail in our im­
portant task. There is much that needs 
renewal and reform in die Catholic 
Church. It will be easy to oversimplify die 
trudi of what is happening these days. It 
will b e t e m p t i n g to d iv ide t h e chu rch in-

tO the "good guys and die bad guys." It 
will be handy to simply find a nearby 
scapegoat and fix the blame on some­
body, some group, or some way of think­
ing. What will be much harder, what will 
require genuine strength, will be to be a 
people of die Gospel offesus Christ, anx­
ious to move forward in die belief diat we 
are all children of die God who creates, 
redeems and sanctifies each and every 
one of us. 

• • • 
Sister SchoeUes is president of St. Bernard's 
School of Theology and Ministry. 

Health Care Issue 
July 11 • Advertising Deadline June 27 

A n award-winning issue present ing up-to-date information o n facilities 
a n d health-related services . Articles will address heal th care a n d 

church gu idance o n related moral and ethical concerns . 

Call your ad Rep 529-9530 (1-800-600-3628 outs ide the Rochester cal l ing area) 

or fax copy o f message to 585-529-9532 

"IF YOU'VE MADE 
A WLL, THERE'S ONE 
MORE THING TO DO... 

make your PreNeed orMedicaid 
arrangements with us." 

FUNERAL/HOME INC 

585-482-0400 
495 N.Winton Rd. • Rochester, NY 14610 

COURIER CLASSIFIED 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE SERVICES 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list of 
agencies that serve birth mothers 
and adoptive parents, call 585-
529-9530. Agencies wishing to 
be included on this list may send 
information to the Catholic 
Courier. 

THANK YOU TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: for 
all favors received. She works 
miracles. JMP 

Wanted 
to Buy 

Cei l ing 
Repair 

Maiityns Antiques 
We buy aO antiques & household 

goods f v highest cash prices. One 
item or entiie estate. Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585-647-2480 
Home # 585-872-2239 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 585/392-5076. 

Gutter Cleaning 
GUTTER CLEANING: & pro­
fessional services, fully 
insured, free estimates, senior 
citizens discount. Countywide 
gutter cleaning. Call 414-2390. 

Instructions/ 
Schools 

Masonry 
MASONRY REPAIRS Al l 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls & 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis Sr. 
323-1007 

Moving & Hauling 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting exte­
rior/interior. Basement walls 
repaired/painted/wet basement 
problems/all type home repairs. 
Power washing for decks/ 
homes. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 392-4435 or 
323-2876. 

Help Wanted 

Children 
Horse Lessons Program: 

Part time & full time days, 
Ages 4+ Starting 7/1-8/23/02. 

Basic horsemanship and 
stable program. Summer 

day care available. 
Calf 582-1437 for information 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries 

Bit or Small Wr do them AW 

473-6610/47*4357 
2S Ajtinglun Si. Rochester NY 14607 

N'YDOT«9657 

Intelligent Workforce 
Solutions 

You u i n relv on us for smart, single-source solutions for 

all , QUI staffina and turn ing needs 

^ ^ Lifetime. 

MANPOWER 
15S5 > 394-5130 
<SS^> TV)-7?TS 

Assisanceinc 
We offer a variety of 

Programs and Positions: 
Residential Counselors • Community 

Living Instructors • Life Skills Assistants 
• Drivers • Service Coordinators 

• Community Integration Specialist 
• RN & LPN • As needed Job Coaches 

Visit our website at 
www.lifetimeassistance.org 

For more inlormation or to apply on line1 

You may apply in person at 

Lifetime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624. 

Phone 585-426-4120 ext. 3121 
Fax 565-426-4755 

Minorities are encouraged to apply 

Classified 
get the job done! 

To P l a c e a C o u r i e r 

C l a s s i f i e d A d 

Call 585.529.9530 

Plaster Restoration 

Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 

Terry & Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Care 

Pet Care 

Dog Holiday 
Brand New Large 

Indoor Boarding Facility 
For Dogs & Cats 
Located between 

Brockport & Bergen 

434-OS20 

http://www.lifetimeassistance.org

