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Jesus sends his disciples to preach 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Jesus sent word to the 12 men he had 
selected to be his first disciples that he 
wanted to meet with them in private; As 
they received the message from Jesus, 
the men stopped what they were doing 
and went to see him. They knew it must 
be very important 

Jesus greeted,, each one of them by 
name and said he was giving them a 
special authority. "Go to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. Proclaim that the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive 
out demons. I am sending you like sheep 
in the midst of wolves, so be shrewd as 
serpents and simple as doves." 

The disciples looked around at each 
other and back at Jesus. Jesus was telling 
them they could-use his authority to do 
some of the same wonderful things he 
did. The men were excited, yet they were 
a bit nervous, too. 

They wondered what he meant by 
"sheep in the midst of wolves." 

As always, Jesus knew what his 
friends were thinking. He held up one 
hand to indicate he would answer all of 
their questions. He continued speaking. 
"You will be led before governors and 

kings for my sake as a witness before 
them. Do not worry about how you are 
to speak or what you are to say. You will 
be given at that moment what you are to 
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say. For it will not be you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you." 

The disciples sighed with relief when 
Jesus reminded them that wherever they 
went to preach in his name, his Father 
would be watching over them. 

He would guide them through any 
difficult situation. There was no need to 
be afraid of people or the leaders of the 
world. "Do not be afraid of them. What I 
say to you in the darkness, speak in the 
light; what you hear whispered, pro­
claim on the housetops. Do not be afraid 
of those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who 
can destroy both soul and body." 

Jesus wanted his friends to know how 
much he loved them, how much his 
Father loved them. "Not a sparrow falls 
to the ground without your Father's 
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your 
head are counted. So do not be afraid; 
you are worth more man many spar­
rows." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Matthew 10 

Q&A 
1. Why did Jesus call his disciples togeth­

er? 
2. Who did Jesus say would speak 

through the disciples? 

Puzzle 
How many books of the Bible can you find in the phrase, 

"PROCLAIM ON THE HOUSETOPS, 
' using the letters only as often as they appear in the phrase? Answer on page 9. 
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