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Victim 
Continued from page 1 

Personal polit ics 

The bill's sponsor was Sen. Serphin Mal
tese, a Queens Republican and a former 
assistant district a t torney. 

"The death of an unborn child is as dev
astating as the loss of any family member," 
the senator said in a statement issued after 
the bill passed. "This legislation will close 
a loophole in our law by providing that 
those who kill or injure an unborn child 
may be held criminally responsible for 
their actions. It provides unborn children 
with a measure of protection afforded to 
everyone by our criminal justice system." 

The senator's office worked on the leg
islation with such pro-life advocates as the 
Catholic conference and Project VOICE— 
Voice Of Innocent Children Empowered. 
Rev. Jeffrey Broadnax, a Worldwide 
Church of God minister, and his wife, 
Karen, co-founded Project VOICE to ad
vocate for unborn victims of violence after 
losing their unborn child in 1994. 

At 3 a.m. on Sept. 25, 1994, Karen 
Broadnax experienced severe maternal he
morrhaging. She required an immediate 
Caesarean section, but the Rev. Broadnax 
said die doctor delayed die surgery for 45 
minutes. Ultimately die baby was delivered 
dead, die Rev. Broadnax said during a 
phone interview from his home in Ma-
hopac, N.Y. When he asked die physician 
why he hadn't operated sooner, the doc
tor allegedly told him: "Even if we had re
suscitated her, she would have been brain 
damaged, and you wouldn't want a brain
damaged baby." 

"That man decided for us diat our baby 
was to die," the Rev. Broadnax said. 

Saying he was bound by state law, which 
did not recognize dieir unborn daughter 

as a person widi legal rights, a New York 
State Supreme Court justice dismissed die 
couple's case against die doctor a year ago. 

"I can donate my daughter's organs be
cause she's a person who could die, but I 
can't hold anyone responsible for killing 
her," die minister said. A pro-life support
er, he added diat he believes New York is 
bound by an archaic sense of what a person 
is because state law emphasizes that he or 
she must be alive outside the womb. 

"If we can do surgery and repair the 
spinal column of a spina bifida baby in the 
womb, who are we operating on, a tissue 
mass?" die Rev. Broadnax asked, rhetori
cally. 

Wading into Roe 
After New York's Senate passed die Un

born Victims of Violence Act, Gallagher 
added in her statement diat: "Surely, diis 
legislation is sometiiing on which abortion 
advocates and opponents should be able 
to find common ground. The Supreme 
Court, in Roe v. Wade, made abortion die 
law of die land, and diis law would not 
change diat In fact, it specifically does not 
apply to legal abortions." 

That notion was seconded by Ar-
mantrout, and, in feet, some pro-choice 

senators did vote for die Senate bill, ac
cording to Vicki Viittimo, chief of staff for 
Sen. Maltese. 

"It's not an abortion issue," she said of 
the bill. "It has to do with murder of chil
dren in utero who are wanted." 

The U.S. public agrees, according to a 
CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll conducted 
in 2001. When asked if a criminal should 
face additional charges for harming an un
born child as well as the woman carrying 
it, 93 percent of those surveyed said "yes." 
And when "fetus" was substituted for "un
born child" in die question, 86 percent still 
supported additional charges for as
sailants. 

Yet such pro-choice advocates as 
Planned Parenthood and the American 
Civil liberties Union are aggressively fight
ing unborn victims legislation on both die 
state and national levels. Currently, 26 
states have some sort of statute equating 
fetal homicide widi homicides of persons. 
Meanwhile, die House of Representatives 
passed a bill last year diat, if also adopted 
by die Senate, would make fetal homicide 
in the course of an assault on or murder of 
a pregnant woman a federal crime. 

"The ACLU fully supports efforts to 
punish acts of violence against women diat 
harm or terminate a wanted pregnancy," 
die group stated in a memorandum op
posing die House bill. "This bill is an in
appropriate mediod of imposing such 
punishment, however, because it danger
ously seeks to separate die woman from 
her fetus in die eyes of die law. Such sepa
ration is merely die first step toward erod
ing a woman's right to determine die fate 
of her own pregnancy and to direct die 
course of her own care." 

Pro-choice groups like die ACLU say 
they support enhanced penalties for as
sault cases in which a pregnant woman los
es her baby — as long as such laws don't 
recognize the unborn child as a separate 

victim. Supporters of unborn-victims leg
islation counter diat such legal measures 
are not only inadequate, but also .insulting 
to die parents of unborn victims. 

"If all you want is a certain penalty fig
ure, then that argument makes sense," said 
Cathleen Cleaver, pro-life spokeswoman 
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish
ops in Washington, D.C "If you would ask 
the woman or die husband or die 
boyfriend wheUier it makes any difference, 
I suspect die answer would be different." 

Cleaver said diat pro-choice advocates 
want to avoid feeing what unborn victims 
acts imply: diat abortion is the ending of a 
person's life, as is the murder of a wanted 
child during the course of an assault. She 
added diat pro-choice forces are even deny
ing their own rhetoric, and cited numer
ous quotes from pro-choice advocates 
plainly admitting that abortion involves the 
taking of a human life. For example, she 
noted that former Planned Parendiood. 
President Faye Watdeton made diis state
ment in die May/June 1997 edition of Ms. 
magazine:"(A)ny pretense diat abortion is 
not killing is a signal of our ambivalence, 
a signal drat we cannot say yes, it kills a fe
tus but it is die woman's body, and there
fore ultimately her choice." 

Despite such frank acknowledgements, 
pro-choice advocates nevertheless will con
tinue to fight unborn-victims legislation, 
Cleaver said during a phone interview 
from her Washington, D.C. office. 

"They're going to do everything they 
can to avoid recognizing diat diere's an
other human being involved," she said 

The Rev. Broadnax, meanwhile, said he 
will continue fighting to make New York 
die next state to protect unborn victims of 
violence. 

"A woman who has chosen to have a ba
by ought to be protected as much as some
one who has chosen to have an abortion," 
he said. 

Resignation 
Continued from page 1 
ment agreement and a 1980 letter from 
Archbishop Weakland to Marcoux. 

It reported diat, according to Marcoux, 
die archbishop "date raped" him after die 
two went for dinner and had a lot to drink. 

The letter "suggests die two had an in
tense and emotional relationship," the Jour
nal Sentinel reported. "In it, Weakland ex
presses his love for Marcoux and his angst 
over not being able to maintain a relation
ship with him," it said. 

The New York Times said May 24 diat var
ious news oudets received copies of die 
archbishop's handwritten 1980 letter from 
Peter Isley, a Milwaukee representative of 
Survivors Network of those Abused by 
Priests, who has often publicly criticized 
Archbishop Weakland. 

George Weakland was born April 2, 

1927, in Patton, Pa. He joined die Bene
dictines of St Vincent Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pa., in 1945 and received die religious 
name Rembert four years later when he 
made his solemn profession of vows at 
Solesmes Abbey in France. 

He was ordained a priest June 24,1951, 
at Subiaco, Italy, birthplace of the Bene
dictine order. On Sept 20,1977, two days 
before his expected election to a diird term 
as abbot primate of die worldwide Bene
dictine Federation, Pope Paul VI named 
him archbishop of Milwaukee. 

Archbishop Weakland was a national 
leader in ecumenical relations, social justice 
and liturgical renewal and an outspoken ad
vocate for greater lay roles in die church, es
pecially for die advancement of women. 

He advocated more inclusive language 
in die liturgy and was often a featured 
speaker on liturgy and on liturgical music 
One of his last major projects before his re
tirement was die renovation of die Mil

waukee cathedral. 
When die VS. bishops decided to write 

a pastoral letter on Christianity and capi
talism in 1980, Archbishop Weakland was 
asked to chair die writing committee. Un
der his guidance the committee sharpened 
the focus to a critique of die VS. economy 
from the perspective of Cadiolic social 
teaching. Issued by die bishops in 1986, die 
document, "Economic Justice for All: 
Catholic Social Teaching and die U.S. 
Economy," is regarded as a landmark pas
toral statement It and die 1983 pastoral on 
war and peace are often cited togedier as 
two of die most significant social state
ments ever produced by die VS. bishops. 

In 1981 he formed an archdiocesan task 
force on women. It submitted extensive rec
ommendations for combating sexism and 
advancing die role of women in church and 
society. Archbishop Weakland dien formed 
an archdiocesan women's commission to 
help him implement die recommendations. 

In 1983, he signed an archdiocesan 
covenant widi die Episcopal Diocese of Mil
waukee and hosted die session of the na
tional Cadiolic-Ludieran dialogue at which 
it completed its landmark statement on jus
tification by faith. 

As the U.S. bishops tried to write a pas
toral letter on women in die early 1990s, 
he was an outspoken advocate for a docu
ment diat would significandy advance 
women's roles in church and society. 

In November 1992, before die bishops 
voted, he warned diat if the proposed pas
toral was approved as written, "we're going 

- to lose another generation of very fine 
young women." The pastoral was defeated. 

His 1990 decision to hold listening ses
sions on abortion and birth control drew 
strong Vatican ire. In January 1991 he said 
publicly that he would be willing to ask Vat
ican permission to ordain qualified mar
ried men if the priest shortage continued to 
worsen. 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain a 
fist of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this fist 
may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted 

EXTRA HELP 
Legal Seretaries 

Looking for experienced Paralegals 
& Legal Secretaries. F/T. direct hire 

opportunity. For immediate 
consideration send resume to 

Jgtegggra-trrip-tvm 
or caD 381-0810 

Wanted to Buy 

Marilyns Antiques 
We buy all antiques & household 

goods for highest cash prices. One 
item or entire estate Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585-647-2480 
Home # 585̂ 72-2239 

Wit 

Independent Living 

Discover an elegant new 
option in Retirement 

Living. Call to schedule a 
private snowing 

388-7663 
rocheslarinoepeno r̂tftwing.corn 

Ceiling Repair 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$591 Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re
painted, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall 
repairs. No job too small. 
585/392-5076. 

Instructions/Schools 
TOTAL MUSIC LESSONS: All 
instruments, levels, styles, two 
degrees. NYS certified building 
performers since 1978. 586-
9093. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS Ail 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls & 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis Sr. 
323-1007 

Moving & Hauling 

Office Cleaning Painting & 
Wallcovering 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household rooting and 
defiveries. 

BgorSaua Wr io Urn* ABT 
4734610/4734357 

2S Arlington Su Rochester NY H607 
NYDOTW657 

Evergreen Cleaning 
Offers professional and trustworthy 

office cleaning. We are family owned 
and operated, and have a one on one 
rapport with our clientele. For more 
information or a consuMon, please 

Call Linda Zakski 
716-342-4586 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting 
exterior/Interior. Basement 
walls repaired/painted/wet 
basement problems/all type 
home repairs. Small jobs 
welcome. NYS certified. 392-
4435 or 323-2876 

Piaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 
Teay&NnaMcCulough 
ACeupkThttCm 

Classified get the job done! 
o Placa a Courier Classified Ad Call Tracy Moses at 585.529.9530 


