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BOSTON (CNS) ~ Cardinal Bernard F.
Law May 5 acknowledged “the disap-
pointment, the anger, and even the sense
of fresh bewrayal™ arising from a decision
by the Archdiocese of Boston’s Finance
Council to back out of a multimillion dol-
lar settlement with victims of former
priest John J.

The cardinal said the archdiocese
would continue to work for “a just and eq-
uitable solution” for all victims of dergy
sex abuse.

He talked about the rejected settlement
during his regular Sunday Mass at the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston.

He said the Finance Council, which un—'

der canon law was required to approve
the $15 million to $30 million payment to
settle claims by 86 of Geoghan’s victims,
had rejected the settlement out of a “laud-
able concern” that the payment would
“negatively affect the response which the
archdiocese can later make to the other
victims.”

Although the archdiocese had thought
there were about 30 other victims when it
agreed to the tentative settlement in
March, Cardinal Law said, the number of
possible victims of clergy sex abuse in the
archdiocese had now reached about 150.

“When you have the 150 in addition to
the 86 already settled, the amount at hand
will be very
dinal said. “There are no easy answers.
Certainly, we must respond as best we can
to all those who have suffered abuse by
clergy. It is also true that the financial re-
sources of the archdiocese are limited.
Somehow, somehow, in the weeks ahead,
we must deal with those two realities as
we seek a just and equitable solution.”

Ina jengthy statement May 3, David W.
Smith, chancellor of the Boston Archdio-
cese, said the Finance Council members
had expressed concern ... that the
proposed settlement would consume sub-
stantially all of the resources of the arch-
diocese that can reasonably be made avail-
able and therefore, such an action would
leave the archdiocese unable to provide a
just and proportional response to other

negatively affected,” the car- .

anmudshouhwhﬂepmmsungmeacﬁonsoanaIBemudF
Law May 5 in Boston. During Mass that Sunday, Cardinal Law said the number

of people bringing

abuse claims against the archdiocese had mushroomed to

aboutlso,mddngapnvlouslymehodmulﬂmillwlusumunemmmas

plaintiifs too expensive.

victims.”

* It was the first time since Cardinal Law
came to Boston in 1984 that the Finance
Council had refused to grant “the canon-

ically required consent, Smith said.

fact that the Finance Council had previ-
ously been briefed on the proposed set-
tlement and had expressed, at the time, 2
desire to see it go forward,” the statement
added. .
The council “unanimously advised the
cardinal to develop a mechanism which
will provide all necessary counseling for

the victims and their families” and to .

“come up with a nonlitigious global assis-
tance fund for all victims.”

In a May 5 interview with the Boston
Herald, Smith said a total of “$40 million
would be in line with what we can afford”
for all victims of abuse by priests in the

archdiocese.

“These (settlement) payments from our
perspective have been voluntary from the
first day,” he was quoted as saying. “We
intend to give appropriate monetary help
in proportion to injury. But that help will
come from a pool we can pull together
without crippling the ability of the church
to pursue its mission.”

Mitchell Garabedian, an attorney for
the 86 Geoghan victims, said he would
ask a judge May 6 to set a date for a de-
position by Cardinal Law and to issue a
restraining order barring the cardinal
from leaving the country. He also Said "
was considering suing the church for
fraud.

Announcement of the Finance Coun-
cil's decision came on the same weekend
as the start of the 2002 Cardinal's Appeal,
the annual fund-raising drive for the
Boston Archdiocese.

Pope’s messenger asks for end to Mideast standoff

JERUSALEM (CNS) —~ As tensions
mounted between Israeli forces and the
Palestinians hiding inside Bethlehem’s

Church of the Nativity, a retired Vatican -
official arrived in Jerusalem to seek anend |

to the monthlong standoff,

“I come to ask that everything be done
to settle as soon as possible the tragic situ-
ation of Bethlehem,” Cardinal Roger
Etchegaray said in a statement released af-
ter his visit with Israeli President Moshe
Katsav May 2.

_The cardinal said he came in the name
of the pope, who “insists on witnessing to
and trust in the two peoples, Israeli

and Palestinian.”

Cardinal Etchegaray, who headed Vati-
can councils for humanitarian aid and jus-
tice and peace, has been sent on a number
of sensitive church missions. In recent
years, he also traveled to the Holy Land to
help with advance preparations for a pa-
pal trip and to deliver the pope’s 2001 an-
nual peace message to Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders.

Cardinal Etchegaray's visit was one of

several high-profile diplomatic appeals
that sought to end the West Bank church
standoff without further bloodshed. Dur-
ing his visit, he met privately with Pales-
tinian Chairman Yasser Arafat, Israeli For-
eign Minister Shimon Peres and heads of
Christian churches.

By May 6, U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell said a negotiated end to the Nativi-
ty stalemate was imminent. Powell’s re-
marks came in advance of a meeting be-
tween Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
and US. President George W. Bush, who
has demanded a full withdrawal of Israeli
troops from Palestinian-ruled areas.

AnIsraehmnhtarysoumesaxd 123 Pales-
tinian security officials and civilians re-
mained inside the Church of the Nativity,
with 10 people on Israel’s most-wanted list,
Reuters reported May 6. A proposed set-
tlement would send the wanted men to
Italy through Jordan as guests of the Ital-
jan government. :

Seven people who were inside the
church have been killed by Israeli gunfire,
and several others were wounded.

Israel launched a military offensive in
the West Bank March 29 after Palestinian
suicide bombings killed dozens of Israeli
citizens. The gunmen have been in the
church since April 3.

On May 3, Pope John Paul I1, in remarks
to Morocco’s new ambassador to the Vati-
can, expressed his hope that appeals for
peace and continuing international pres-
sure would convince Israelis and Palestini-
ans to return to the negotiating table.

- Cardinal Etchegaray said he came in the

name of the pope to “demand insistently
the most rapid end of a tragic and unac-
ceptable situation.”

He called for prayers for Bethlehem and
for the Franciscan, Greek Orthodox and
Armenian Orthodox communities that live
in the Church of the Nativity’s complex.

Later he told reporters that what had
happened at the Church of the Nativity
was a “humiliation for the church and a
scandal for all humanity.”

But someday peace will come to the
Holy Land, and that would be a symbol for
all humanity, he said.
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