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I arrived home a short while ago from ' ' TS firmed 100 candidates from 10 parlshes g _

a confirmation at St. Joseph’s Church, . In both instances the liturgies were fes- B-y.i
Wayland, for the communities of the ' tive, lively and deeply reverent in tone _ . Assi
Holy Family Catholic Community. [ am ' , and spirit. And in both, just.as in Way- =
tired after a long day. But, as so often along land, careful preparation and faithful has|
happens, the confirmation left me so re- th - participation characterized the evening. are
energized that I know I won’t sleep right c Way And all of that care and faith seemed to Holy
away. So I thought I might settle down call the attention of all in the assembly f'm?i‘
by writing for a while. ' m——— o to the goodness of the candidates and to taug
It really is a joy to confirm our won- By Bistior MATTHEW H. CLARK an awareness that they are a beautiful then
derful young people. They come in all gift of God for the strengthening and at th
sizes and shapes. They manifest a wide way. The music was wonderfully done renewal of our faith community. shm"él
range of personalities. Their life experi-  and invited the participation of the I am deeply grateful to God for the “I
ences are quite different. So are their assembly. And all present seemed con- experiences I have just mentioned. They she |
gifts and talents. Yet, with each one nected and attentive to what we were cel-  bring great joy to my spirit and strength- MSh
comes a sense of mystery and the real- ebrating. On the way home, I found en my hope. I am also grateful to all oug]
ization that our gracious God calls each  myself in joyful reflection on the impact  who lovingly support our young candi- vent
one of them by name. , that our sacred liturgies, well celebrated dates in preparation for and in celebra- plan:
When I anoint them on the forehead have on all of us. tion of this beautiful sacrament — their elt:o‘lli
with the oil of chrism, I have a very real I mentioned above that no t,wo,gf our  parents, godparents, Sponsors, pastors, ;,:“
sense of the living Christ preserit to ‘candidates are alike. I say the same .. catechists and young ministers. When “I
both of us in this sacramental act of about our celebrations of confirmation. - they nourish the young they give reuni
faith. In our exchange of the sign of I have mentioned my-experience at strength to all of us. W
. ‘ . table:

peace, I experience the presence of Wayland. Two other recent celebrations As I conclude these comments, let me the
another with whom I can share my faith, of confirmation were equally beautiful, renew the hope so often expressed here istries
friendship and support in the years yet different from one another and the - that all our parish communities include ner, v
ahead. one at Wayland. these young people in the life of the 21:‘:1’
The celebration at Wayland this The first I mentioned last week, It community according to their gifts, congi
evening impressed me very much. The gathered six communities from the interests, abilities and preparation. - Kitch
community was warmly hospitable to south side of Rochester at the Church of  When we do so, we contribute mightily - :ﬂ;i !
those who came from far and near to the Immaculate Conception. The second  to their growth and bring the strength a;gs'
join the celebration. The church was was two days later at Sacred Heart of new life to our parishes. perfo
adorned in a beautifully appropriate Cathedral. On that occasion we con- Peace to all. childr
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houses

Notre Dame Retreat House Staff: ' low-in¢

Father Frederick Brinkmann; C.Ss.R., Rector/Director { and Fu

Father Paul Miller, C.Ss.R.; Father Jack Jason Fiske, C.Ss.R. ; The

Sister Dolores Monahan, S.5.J.; Sister Julie LeVeque, S.5.J. ' X:t:'f
Men’s Retreats ;nedm f'
- Oor a ke
May 10-12 April 8

Women’s Retreats should
May 3-5, 17-19, June 7-9 “The
Elderhostel by
June 9-14, July 7-12, October 13-18 for Pro
Marriage Encounter Ingiscr

of each
May 17-19, June 14-16, August 16-18 ofthe
Hispanic Retreat May 3-5 - newho
» in their
Serenity Retreat June 28-30 Allo
i ' Musician’s Retreat June 21-23 gog:reg ]
' Married Couples Retreat July 12-14 parking
house w
: Engaged Encounter May 24-26 rate stol
¥ DOR Priest Retreat June 2-6 hook-uy
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Center

PARTNERSHIP

www.alsiglcenter.org

AD COUNCIL
ROCHESTER

The Only Thing We Overlook Is Canandaigua Lake!
Please call for more information.
Telephone: 585-394-5700

Space donated by
The Catholie Courner
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