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Professor sees God within tragedy

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer o

Where was God on Sept. 11, 20012 The- .
answer to that question will be as varied as
the people asked, according to Dr. Mau--
reen A. Tilley, holder of the William H.
Shannon Chair in Catholic Studies at
Nazareth College in Rochester.

Tilley made her remarks during an April
18 lecture titled “9/11, 311 and-411: Mak-
ing History and Imaging God” in the Otto
A. Shults Community Center at Nazareth
College in Rochester. A religious studies
professor at the University of Dayton, .
Tilley specializes in religious history and
has authored articles and books in her area
of study. Her chair at Nazareth was named
in honor of Msgr. William H. Shannon,
professor emeritus of religious studies at
Nazareth and an internationally known
Thomas Merton scholar.

“The meaning of 9/11 was not just the
physical reality of the day ... and the psy-
chological response,” she said. “(History) is
the record that we make over which we
have some, albeit limited, control.”

Tilley said much of the debate over the
meaning of Sept. 11 echoes previous de-
bates among Jews and Christians over var-
ious disasters. And there are many paral-
lels between how people have viewed wars
and “evil figures” in past centuries, and
how they have viewed them in the last
decade, she said.

For example, various figures in history
characterized as evil by Christians and Jews
have reportedly suffered and died from
painful ilinesses. Similarly, Tilley said, news
reports for a time dwelled on the fact that
Osama bin Laden appeared to be suffer-
ing from kidney disease when videotapes
of him ap

Meanwhile, Sept. 11 caused many peo-
ple to define evil, good and God’s will in a
manner that reflected their own beliefs,
she said. For example, some right-wing
Christians thought God was punishing
America for its promotion of samesex
marriages and homosexuality by “lifting
the veil of protection” that had shielded
the nation from foreign assault in the past,
she said. Leftist citizens who thought the
nation was suffering for its economic and
cultural imperialism in the Third World
offered another type of punishment sce-
nario, emphasizing that the terrorists tar-
geted the World Trade Center, a symbol of
American economic dominance.

Similarly, people in the past have strug-
gled to find reasons why calamities have
befallen their nations, she said. Some ear-
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Franciscan Father Brian Jordan, standing with laborers
and emergency workers Oct. 4, blesses a cross of steel
beams recovered from the Worid Trade Center rubble.

ly Christians asked why God allowed re-
peated persecutions of the church by the
Roman Empire, she said. One interpreta-
tion held that God allowed multiple per-
secutions so that those who had aban-
doned their faith under duress in previous
persecutions might have another chance
to suffer for it during the next one.

‘When Rome granted religious tolerance
to Christians in 311, some Christians saw
this not as a blessing from God, but as an
example of the church selling out to an
evil, pagan empire, Tilley noted. For ex-
ample, the Donatists, a schismatic North
African movement of Christians, were per-
secuted for a time by the Roman Emperor,
Constantine with the support of the
Catholics. As persecuted Christians, the
Donatists saw themselves as the true in-
heritors of the Christian faith that brought
persecution to their forbears, she said.

St. Augustine brought forth an inter-
pretation of God’s will and providence
that' was more complicated than any re-

ward-punishment scenario, she noted. In |

410, when Rome was

95 sacked by the Visigoths,
some Christians once
again saw the eventasa
punishment of one
kind or another.

St. Augustine re-
sponded in 411 by be-
ginning to write The
City of God, which con-
trasted the City of Man,
comprising those who
are selfish and evil,
against God’s city, com-
prising the selfless and

" good. Free will gives all
- .human beings the po-
tential to live in either
city, St. Augustine
maintained, and a per-
son’s choice in this mat-
ter would not necessar-
ily be rewarded or
punished in this life. Ac-.
cording to Tilley, St.
_ Augustine explained
that “What happened
to Rome was neither
reward nor punish-
ment. Governments
come and go.”
- She added that St.
Augustine saw original
sin as continually warp-
ing humanity. Howev-
er, God’s grace gives
humanity reason to
hope, she added. “We’re not alone in this
struggle,” Tilley said.

Because people are made in God’s im-
age, God was present in the World Trade
Center Sept. 11 in the guise of such self-
less people as Franciscan Father Mychal
Judge, a New York City Fire Department
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. chaplain who was among the first fatalities

of the attacks, she said. She added that oth-
er such heroes included Avremel Zel-
manowitz, who could have escaped the col-
lapse of the towers but chose to stay and
comfort a quadriplegic co-worker who was
unable to escape, and hence was killed
himself. Other heroes include victims’ rel-
atives who are currently lobbying the U.S.
Congress to aid the families of victims of
U.S. bombing in Afghanistan.

“The question was not ‘Where was God
on 9/117", but who was God,” Tilley said..
She added that only time will tell how his-
tory ultimately records the meaning of the
attacks. .

“How the story turns out depends on
God and us.”

+

Fr. L. James Callan; was pastor of Irondequoit parish

Father Luke James Callan, a priest of the
Diocese of Rochester for 57 years, died
April 15, 2002, at St. Ann’s Home in
Rochester after a long illness. He was 82.

. A native of Rochester, Father Callan was
baptized and confirmed at Corpus Christi
Church in Rochester. He completed his the-
ological studies at St. Andrew’s and St.
Bernard’s seminaries, and was ordained on
March 17,1945, :

Following his ordination, Father Callan

‘served as associate pastor at several parish-

es: Holy Rosary, Rochester; Ss. Peter and
Paul and St. Patrick, both in Elmira; St.
John the Evangelist, Clyde; St. Patrick, Sa-

* vannah; and St. Louis, Pittsford. In 1955 Fa-

ther Callan became chaplain of Rochester
State Hospital (now known as Rochester
Psychiatric Center), where he directed ef-
forts to build St. Jude’s Chapel, which was
completed in 1969. In 1982, he was ap-
pointed r of Irondequoit’s St. Thomas
the Apostle Parish, which he served until
his retirement in 1995.

“Father Callan made it very clear that his
spirituality centered on Christ and the Eu-
charist,” gid David Higbee, religious edu-

cation director at St.
Thomas the Apostle, and
Father Callan’s friend
and power of attorney.
“He was a deep student
of history with a broad in-
3 terest in the humanities.

~ = These things. together
formed his vision for the Catholic Church
in modern times.” ,

Father Robert Bradler, who became pas-
tor of St. Thomas the Apostle when Father
Callan retired in 1995, remembers his pre-
decessor as a traditional and orthodox
priest who was also a very kind and gentle
man. ‘

St. Thomas the Apostle parishioners
continue to benefit today from Father
Callan’s dedication to the Eucharist, Father
Bradler said. In 1992; Father Callan creat-
ed a eucharistic adoration chapel to which
parishioners are very faithful in visiting.

“Many blessings have come from it,” Fa-
ther Bradler said. '

Patients at Rochester Psychiatric Center
also continue to benefit from Father
Callan’s efforts in establishing St. Jude’s

Chapel during the late 1960s. According to
an article in a 1968 issue of the Catkolic
Courier, then-known as the CourierJournal,
the hospital’s population included 1,500
Catholics at the time.

Until the chiapel was built, the hospital
had no dedicated worship space, said Dea-
con Brian McNulty, who teaches English
and social studies in the hospital’s chil-
dren’s services department. Deacon Mc-
Nulty began teaching at the hospital a few
years before Father Callan was reassigned
to St. Thomas the Apostle.

“It is a very nice, serviceable space sitting
in the middle of the campus with views all
around it,” Deacon McNulty said of the
chapel. “It’s. been used constantly since it
was open. People still use it, thanks to Fa-
ther Callan’s drive to have a nice worship
space.” .

* Father Callan’s body lay in state at St.
Thomas the Apostle on Friday, April 19.
Bishop Matthew H. Clark presided at a fu-
neral Mass at the Irondequoit church the
same day. Interment was at Holy Sepulchre

Cemetery.
~ Jennifer Ficcaglia
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