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Philip spreads the Gospel in Samaria
BY JOE SARNICOLA
After they had been filled with faith
and the power of the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost, the Apostles went to
different cities and countries preaching
about Jesus. Philip went to Samaria. He
told the people there that Jesus was the
promised Messiah, and they were
amazed by the things Philip said and did.
Philip prayed over people who were
possessed by unclean spirits, and they
were set free. When he touched people
who were sick or crippled, they were
cured. When Philip preached, he spoke
of the good news of the kingdom of God
and the power of the name of Jesus.
Many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus
because of the acts of Philip. They were
also baptized, both men and women.
When some of the other Apostles
heard what was happening in Samaria,
they sent Peter and John to help in the
ministry. Peter and John prayed that the
Samaritans would receive the Holy Spirit. Although many of the people had been
baptized in the name of Jesus, they had
not yet received the Spirit. When the two
men laid their hands on the people and
prayed for them, they would be filled
with the Spirit.
One day an angel visited Philip with a
message. "Philip, get up and head south
on the road that goes' down from
Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route."

Philip immediately obeyed the angel. When he reached the road the
angel had told him
to take, he met a
very
important
man. This man was
the chief treasurer of
the court of the
queen of Ethiopia.
He had traveled to
Jerusalem to worship, and he was on
his way home with
his company. While
riding in his chariot,
the treasurer was
reading from the
Book of Isaiah.
The angel told Philip to speak to the
man. "Do you understand what you are
reading?" Philip asked.
"How can I," answered the man, "unless someone instructs me?" The treasurer invited Philip to ride in his chariot with
him. Philip explained the Scriptures to
him as they traveled. When they passed
some water, the treasurer asked, "What
is to prevent my being baptized?"
The chariot stopped and Philip baptized the man in the water. As soon as
they came out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord took Philip away. The treasurer
was amazed and rejoiced about the love
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Q&A
1. Where did Philip go to preach first?
2. What did Peter and John do?

Bible Trivia
Send answer to: Catholic Courier
Bible Trivia, PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624. Please include
your name, address, school name
and grade. All entries must be
received by May 2,2002. A winner
will be selected at random from all
the correct entries submitted. The
winner to the last trivia question
was Amanda Widzinski, a swthgrader at Gates-Chili Middle
School. In response to "Which
book of the New Testament tells
the story of the early Christians
after Jesus ascended into heaven?"
she answered, "The Acts of the
Apostles."
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of God.
Philip continued to preach in every
town he passed through until he came to
Caesarea.
READ MORE ABOUT ITActs 8

During Mass, lectors read from
the Old and New Testaments,
and a priest or deacon will read
from one of the four
.

Put a check mark next to the books from the list that are
found in the New Testament. Answer on page 8.
Matthew
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S&Mark
St. Mark is considered by most
religious scholars to have been a
traveling companion of Paul and
Barnabas. Some of the stories of his
missionary journeys are told i nActs.
Although there are conflicting references, it.is litely^uwkMu* also,
worked closely -with Peter, and that
he is the author of the second Gospel
Since,Barnabas/ a^nfember -of the
Levite tribe, was a relative of Mark,
Mark-was probably a Levite as well
A long-held tradition claims mat
Mark lived in Alexandria and eventually became its bishop/ although the
histories written' by demerit of
Alexandria and Qrigen do >not confirm this. The chy of Venice believes^t
possesses the remains of Marie This
also has not been proven beyond
doubt, but the dry reveres Markasits
patron saint.
The words of Mark continue i o be
important today- through his
Gospel. Wehonor him on April 25.
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OF THE SHREW
Shakespeare's timeless comedy that proves love
is worth a good fight

Friday, May 3 • 8 pm
The Rochester premiere of

Pudd iihead Wilson
A funny, thought-provoking look at the way race
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The Acts of the Apostles,4he second book written by Luke/ tells the
stories of the early Christians.,Before
Jesus ascended info-heaven, jfie fold
his followers to remain in Jerusalem
until they received *> promise^ of
powerfromthe Father. This promise
of the .father-was the Holy-Spirit,
and when* the Holy Spirit^came
upon the°ApostIes>ihey were-rMed
with thejpower of God. Everyiftie in
Jerusalem'saw and heard this miracle with their, own eyes j;ahd~ears:
Acts reads like an adventure-novel,
but it is a collection at true stories
aboutthe preaching and missionary
journeys of Paul, Peter and someof
the" other Apostles, There are
accounts ofmiracles, healings, shipwrecks, imprisonments and more.
As a result of the faith and courage
of the Apostles as they obeyed the
Lord's commandments, many people became Christians, Want<fo read
an exciting story? Try a chapter of
the A d s of the Apostles.
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defines our identity, based on a novel by Mark Twain
Saturday, May 4 • 8 pm
Tickets: $32 For tickets and group
sales information, call (585) 389-2170.
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4245 East Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
www.naz.edu
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Father Ronald 0. Witherup, S.S.

Retreat begins at 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 17
Retreat ends at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 21
Father Witherup is currently Provincial Superior of the U. S. Province of Sulpicians,
with headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland. He received his doctorate in Biblical studies
from Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, VA He is a frequent lecturer on Biblical
and liturgical topics and a leader of priest retreats. In addition to writing books, he also
writes articles for a wide variety of Biblical and theological magazines, including
The Bible Today, Chicago Studies, Church, America and The Priest.
Located in a quiet residential area, minutes from downtown, yet away from the noise of
the city, the retreat house was originally a mansion and retains the majesty of its past.
In addition to the conferences, there will be time to enjoy the beautiful grounds and gardens.
Within this delightful mansion, you will find peaceful places to read, study, relax and pray.
Refresh yourself in our private, heated, Olympic-sized outdoor pool.
Offering $225 • Call (315) 446*2680 for reservations

CHRIST THE KING RETREAT CENTER
500 Brookford Rd. Syracuse, New York

