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MITESTONES

Clergy celebrate their years of community service

25 years

Father John Firpo is
the pastor at St. Helen's
Parish in Gates,

He grew up in St
Pius Tenth Parish in
Chili and attended Ss.
and Paul in
Rochester, St. Pius
Tenth in Chili and
King's  Preparatory
School in Rochester. He also attended St.

Jjohn Fisher College and St. Bernard’s

Seminary.
He was ordained by Bishop Joseph L.

. Hogan on March 18, 1977, at Rochester's

St. Andrew's Church, where he had
served as deacon intern from 1976-77. He
served as assistant pastor of St. Mary Our
Mother, Horseheads, 1977-81; associate
pastor of St. Louis, Pittsford, 1981-82; di-
rector of the diocesan Division of Social
Ministry, 1985-92; and parochial vicar at
St. Charles Borromeo, Rochester, 1992-

96. He has been pastor of St. Helen’s

since 1996.

He has also served as chaplain of the
Horseheads Police Department, and was
a Southern Tier representative on the
Priest Committee for Vocations.

A jubilee Mass for Father Firpo will be
celebrated at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, April 21,
at St. Helen's. A reception will begin at 4
p.m. at the Diplomat Party House in
Rochester.
2 SauiJohn Forni considered

ghe was studying chem-
stry at Boston College
n Massachusetts.

His grandmother
had encouraged him to
enter the priesthood,

i Franciscans|
In Action

Summer Volunteer Pragram

A week-long volunteer program for
single women 18-45 years of age
with an opportunity for Christian prayer, §
fl  community, and work in the rural areas
of the Appalachian Region.
This experience will include time for ser- §
vice, prayer, and relaxation.

Date: July 13-20, 2002
Registration Deadline: May 15th

For more information call:
Vecatien Ministry Office

315-425-7712
" Or email sisters@osfsyr.org

fcoming a priest while

he said, and he was also influenced by the

Jesuits at Boston College. Not ready to
make the decision to enter the priesthood
at that time, he moved on to Cornell Uni-
versity in Ithaca, where he completed
graduate studies. It was through attend-
ing Sunday Mass and retreats at Mount
Saviour Monastery in Pine City, outside
of Elmira, while a student at Cornell that
he finally made the decision to become a
priest.

Father Forni's home parish is St. Peter’s
in Great Barrington, Mass.,, and he at-
tended public schools in that communi-
ty. After studying at Boston College and
Cornell University, he attended St
Bernard’s Seminary in Rochester. He was
ordained by Bishop Dennis W. Hickey on
April 22, 1977, at Holy Family Parish in
Rochester, where he had served as dea-
con-intern from 1976-77.

Following ordination, he served as ad-
nfinistrator at St. Bridget’s in Rochester
from 1977-79; priest intern at St. John of
Rochester in Fairport in 1980; associate
pastor at Blessed Sacrament in Rochester
from 1980-84; campus minister for the
‘Cornell Catholic Community from 1984-
81; and temporary administrator at St.
John's in Clyde, St. Patrick’s in Savannah
and Holy Apostles in Rochester in 1992.
He was pastor at St. Mary Magdalene in
Wolcott, St. Thomas in Red Creek and St.
Jude in Fair Haven from 1993-2000. Since
2000, he has been pastor at St. John the
Evangelist in Greece. He also served on
the board of the Catholic Courier from
1995-2001.

The variety of assignments and the
challenge of creating an atmosphere of
worship in very different settings are what
Father Forni has most enjoyed about his
years in the priesthood. He has minis-
tered in inner-city environments, in rural
parishes and in a college atmosphere.

He enjoyed returning to Cornell as a
campus minister, organizing retreats and
giving young people who are eager to
learn the opportunity for different prayer-
ful experiences during their formative
years.

“That is something that’s always been
very important to.me,” Father Forni said.
“I'm very glad I had those experiences.”

A reception to celebrate Father Forni's
Jjubilee will be held at St. John the Evan-
gelist’s parish hall from 1 to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, April 28. )

The community of

St. Francis Church
in Phelps would iike to

coigmtu(at&

Fr. Anthony Calimeri

for 55 years of
dedicated service to God.

“They came to know Him
in the breaking of bread.”

CONGRATULATIONS

TO OUR PASTOR

Father Forni

On His Silver Jubilee of Ordination

St. John the Evangelist Parish,
Greece, NY .

Father Matthew Kaw-
ak grew up in St
Stanislaus Parish in
Rochester. He attended
Preparatory
chool and St. John
Fisher College in
Rochester, where he
carned a bachelor’s de-
gree in psychology. He
also attended St. Bernard's Seminary and
Colgate Rochester Divinity School.

He was ordained by Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph McCaffrey on May 6, 1977, at St.
Columba Parish in Caledonia. He had
served as deacon intern at both St.
Columba and St. Patrick’s in Mumford
from 1976-77.

Father Kawiak was assistant pastor at
St. Francis DeSales Parish in Geneva in
1977; assistant pastor at St. John the Evan-
gelist in Spencerport from 1977-80; asso-
ciate pastor at Church of the Annuncia-
tion and St. Stanislaus in Rochester in
1980; associate pastor at St. James in
Rochester from 1981-84; associate pastor
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Rochester from 1984-86; parochial vicar
at St. John the Evangelist in Greece from
1986-87; parochial vicar at St. Boniface in
Rochester from 1987-1992; chaplain at
Strong Memorial Hospital from 1992-99;
and parochial vicar at St. Patrick’s in Vic-
tor in 2000. He is currently sacramental
minister at the State University of New
York College at Brockport, and has held
that post since 2001.

A jubilee Mass for Father Kawiak will
be celebrated at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 21,
at the Sisters of Mercy Motherhouse, 1437
Blossom Road, Rochester, where Father
Kawiak had lived and served as chaplain
during his chaplaincy at Srong Memori-
al Hospital.

Father Joseph McCaf-
|frey has been chaplain
of the Auburn Correc-
tional Facility and But-
ler Correctional Facili-
ties since 2000.

He attended St

Bernard's Seminary
BNand was ordained
- March 25, 1977. He
served as assistant pastor aggNativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Brock-
port from 1977-80. He served as associ-
ate pastor at St. Patrick’s in Elmira from
1980-1982; St. Lawrence Parish in
Rochester from 1982-1983; and at St.
Mary in Dansville from 1983-86. He was
also a part-time chaplain at Craig Devel-
opmental Center from 1983-84 and at
Groveland Correctional Facility from
1984-86.

From 1986-93, Father McCaffrey was
pastor of St. John the Evangelist in
Newark Valley and St. Francis in Cata-
tonk. He was pastor of Holy Cross in Dry-

Congratulations
Fr. Kevin McKenna
Silver
ﬂlnniversaq |

1977-2002

it Is not ourselves
we preach but
Jesus Christ as Lord
2 Cor. +:5

Our prayers are with you,
Your parishioners at St. Cecilia's!

den from 1993-94, and pastor of St. An-
thony and St. Patrick in Elmira from 1994- -
2000,

Father Kevin McKen-
na has been pastor of
St.. Cecilia Parish in
Irondequoit since 2000.
“I've been gratified
for the opportunity to
serve as a priest,” he
said. “I've received
many blessings.”

. Father  McKenna
grew up in Sacred Heart Cathedral
Parish, and attended the school there. He
graduated from King's Preparatory High
School in 1968, and attended St. John
Fisher College, graduating in 1972. He re-
ceived a master’s of divinity degree from
St. Bernard's Seminary in 1976, and re-
ceived an M.A. from there in 1981. He al-
so earned a master’s degree in canon law
from Gregorian University in Rome in
1984; a doctorate in.canon law from the
University of Ottawa in 1990; and a doc-
torate from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa
in 1991.

Father McKenna was ordained by Aux-
iliary Bishop John McCafferty, then-rec-
tor of Sacred Heart Cathedral, at St. Mar-
garet Mary Church in Rochester on
March 4, 1977.

Father McKenna served as deacon and
priest intern at St. Margaret Mary from
1976-79. From 1979-82, he was associate
pastor at St. Pius Tenth in Rochester.
From 1982-84, he attended Gregorian
University in Rome, and from 1984-88 he
served as vice chancellor of the Diocese
of Rochester. From 1988-1990, he attend-
ed St. Paul’s University in Ottawa. From
1990 through 2001, he served as canoni-
cal consultant to the bishop; a judge in the
diocesan Marriage Tribunal; and adjunct
instructor of pastoral studies at St
Bernard’s Institute. .

He also served as director of diocesan
Legal Services from 1990-2001, and as
chancellor of the Diocese of Rochester
from 1992-2001. He also served as a sacra-
mental minister at St. Mary's in Scottsville
from 1996-2000.

A member of the Canon Law Society
of America, Father McKenna is currently
serving as its president. He also is a mem-
ber of the Canadian Canon Law Society;
a guest lecturer at Roberts Wesleyan Col-
lege in Rochester; and editor of Legal Up-
date, a quarterly newsletter on canonical
and civil law issues published by the Dio-
cese of Rochester.

Father McKenna is also a published au-
thor, with several articles and books un-
der his belt. His works include the books
A Gongcise Guide to Catholic Social Teaching:
A Practical Resource for Pastoral Ministry,
published in 2002, and A Concise Guide to
Canon Law: A Practical Handbook for Pas-
toral Ministers, published in 2000; and ar-
ticles “The Clergy's Right of Confiden-
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