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Youth Convention 2002: 
Lots of thrills and chills 
F

or the last eight years, the 
Diocesan Youth Convention took 
place on a rural college campus 
in the middle of summer. How­
ever, shorts and sandals gave 

way to parkas and chattering teeth when 
the convention's Mass kicked off near the 
Liberty Pole in downtown Rochester April 
6. 

Approximately 300 teens and 85 
adults braved 35-degree temperature — 
and a biting breeze to boot — for a 

special beginning to the convention's 
Saturday-afternoon Mass. Despite the 
chill, conventioneers'joyful spirit was evi­
dent They willingly complied with 
celebrant Father Bob Werth's numerous 
urgings to shout "Hallelujah!" and Thank 
you, Jesus!" as curious passers-by 
stopped to check out the commotion. 

Father Werth, pastor of Rochester's 
Roman Catholic Community of the 19th 
Ward, then led a renewal of baptismal 
vows, concluding with the sprinkling of 
holy water—practically holy hail by that 
point — over the throng. 

"It was kind of a John the Baptist thing 
— except he was in the desert and was 
warm," 17-year-old Greg Barbieri later re­
marked. A parishioner at St. Margaret 
Mary in Apalachin, he said he caught the 
holy water lull in the face, even the short 
person that I am." 

From 1994-2001, the Diocesan Youth 
Convention had taken place in early 
August at the State University of New 
York at Geneseo. The date and location 
were changed this year because a large 

diocesan contingent will be busy in late 

July with another major event—World 
Youth Day with Pope John Paul II in 
Toronto. 

Moving to downtown Rochester meant 
a return to the long-time setting for 
Bishop's Day with Youth, forerunner to 
the Diocesan Youth Convention. That 
daylong event took place each spring un­
til 1993 and featured several workshops 
as well as an appearance Dy Bishop 
Matthew H. Clark. 

Those elements, and much more, 

were visible April 6-7. Convention 

organizers took full advantage of the 
urban setting by conducting an April 6 
"Mindfulness Walk," in which participants 
split into several groups and prayed at 
such notable downtown sites as the Pub­
lic Safety Building, Federal Building, Blue 
Cross Arena at the War Memorial, and 
Rochester Public Library. From there, the 
groups walked in prayer to the Liberty 
Pole to meet and begin Mass. 

The Liberty Pole scene was a major 
highlight of the weekend for Tabita 

Father Bob Werth of the Roman Catholic Community of the 19th Ward gets the 

crowd going at the start of the April 6 Mass opening the Diocesan Youth 

Convention. Nearly 400 teens and adults gathered near the Liberty Pole in down­
town Rochester, then marched to the Rochester Riverside Convention Center for 
the rest of Mass. 

Torres, 17, a member of the Roman 
Catholic Community of the 19th Ward. 
Being with hundreds of people publicly 
celebrating their faith made her "proud to 
be part of something so special, so 
meaningful," Tabita told the 
conventioneers during a closing talk she 
gave April 7. 

The large crowd then proceeded down 
Main Street to continue Mass inside the 
Rochester Riverside Convention Center, 

where the convention had begun earlier 
that day. As part of the opening program, 
Bishop Clark and Rochester Mayor 
William A. Johnson Jr. had addressed 
the youths and had been followed by 
energetic music from keynoter Vince 
Nims, a nationally acclaimed, self-titled 
"Roamin' Catholic" musician. 

Following Saturday's Mass, 
participants set out on a dinner 
experience that was far different than 
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GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Help Wanted Announcements 

HELP WANTED. Cashier, part-
time, nights and weekends. No 
experience necessary, call 
697-0052. 

MAKE A UVING FROM YOUR 
HOME1 Control hours. Full train­
ing. Free info. 877-320-3837 
www.dreamintoreality.com 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Wanted to Buy 

A SO WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION: 

Charles T. Costello & Elaine G. Reide!-
bach married @ SL Salome's Church, 
Irondequoit, NY on April 26,1952.CNI-

dren: Therese (Costello) & Gerry 
Shook, Aurora, NY Mary (Costello) & 

Gary Zeger, Sodus, NY Katherine 
(Costello) & Jonathan Hall, Erie.PA 

Margaret R. Costello, Marion, NY Julie 
(Costello) Markowski, Sodus, NY Clare 
(Costello) & Ron Broccolo, Webster, 

NY. Grandchildren: Christopher, James, 
Alexandra Zeger. Elizabeth, Maria, 

David Hall. John Mary Rose Costello, 
Elizabeth Markowski, Thomas, Julie, 

Michael Broccolo. 

-

OLDER ACCUMULATIONS 
PURCHASED. Single item or 
entire estate. Courteous, pro­
fessional, confidential. Cash 
paid. 265-9516. 

Morilwti Antiques 
We buy an antiques & household 

goods for highest cash prices. One 
item or entire estate. Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585-647-2480 
Home # 585472-2239 

WA Classifieds get 
rat the job done! 

Celling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-taatured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 585/392-5076. 

Gutter Cleaning 

Health Exercise 

iaz/LTiisp I Classes for 
any age 

• Spencerport • Brockport • Hilton 
Over 25 classes weekly 

No contracts or membership fees. 
New Student Special: 

6 weeks for $36.00 
Call 352-7700 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Moving & Hauling 

GUTTER CLEANING 
& REPAIR 

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum 
& Galvanized Gutters 

Bernard K. Bayer & Son 
es t 1952 (585)381-0812 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

BirorSmall, WedolktmAW 

47M610/473-1357 
23 Arlington St. Rochester N Y 14607 

NYDOT#9657 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior paint­
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 392-4435, 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex­
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 5867663-0827. 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 
Terry i Nina UcCuKough 
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