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iiithin terms of current events 
Monday morning's headline read: 

"Nuclear arsenal to get upgrade: U.S. sci­
entists to begin work on a 'bunker-bust­
ing* weapon." Our country is in a new 
mode now, trying as we all are to inte­
grate the events of September 11 into 
our lives. I can't help wondering, howev­
er, about the effects that this kind of 
saber rattling ultimately will have on ef­
forts to limit terrorism and violence. 
Does this sort of warning serve to fright­
en those who would strike against our na­
tion, Or does it actually promote violence 
as the only reality for our future? 

In my opinion, the most logical ques­
tion prompted by the headline is this: If 
terrorists, already willing to use suicide 
to advance their cause, assume we are 
prepared to use nuclear weapons against 
them, won't their activity only increase? 
A second question would be: What have 
they got to lose, if our powerful nation in­
tends to unleash nuclear power against 
diem? 

I know that this headline is a symptom 
of our country's attempt to respond to 
and integrate the events of last foil. I 
know that our government struggles to 
determine how best to do these things, 
just as we all do. I understand that we 
will all have to learn which measures will 
help us and which will not. Some of the 
measures we adopt will surely be less pro­
ductive than others. I am strongly con-
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vinced that nuclear direats by our gov­
ernment are among die least helpful and 
most dangerous tactics we can take. 

As our country struggles to deal widi 
these matters, so do individuals. The aca­
demic community is working now to in­
corporate the current world situation in­
to its programs, widi new courses being 
planned and existing courses taking on 
new perspectives. In die fields of reli­
gious and theological education, too, 
considerable effort is under way to ap­
preciate how the terrorist attacks affect 
our faith and our understanding of our 
religious convictions. 

At my own school, St. Bernard's School 
of Theology and Ministry (we've recendy 
changed our tide from St Bernard's In­
stitute), a new summer program is being 
planned for July 2002. This summer we 
will offer a series of short courses, each to 

be completed in two or three days. Each 
of these courses will consider a major 
dieme from religious and ethical 
thought, but we will consider each one 
from the perspective of September 11. 

Professor Nancy Hawkins will offer 
"God and the Problem of Evil" on July 1 
and 2. Fadier Bob Kennedy will address 
"Knocking Down Barriers: Are Forgive­
ness and Reconciliation Possible?" on Ju­
ly 17 and 19. Dr. Roslyn Karaban will 
teach "Counseling Adolescents and 
Teens During Crisis" on July 23 and 25. 
Deacon Tom Driscoll will present 
"Preaching During Crisis" on July 18, 22 
and 23, then again on July 24 and 26. Fa­
ther John Colacino will teach on "What 
Are They Saying About Religious Plural­
ism" on July 25,29 and 31. Finally, I will 
explore questions about die morality and 
forms of modern warfare in "War, What 
Is It Good For?" on July 16 and 18. 

If you'd like information on any of this, 
please contact us at 585/271-3657, or 
www.stbernards.edu. 

These short courses are ideal for diose 
training for church ministry, for diose al­
ready involved in parish leadership, for 
teachers, community leaders, and for all 
interested Christians. They will attempt 
to do what good theology should always 
do: Reflect on Christian faith from die 
perspectives of contemporary life. The 
new conditions that have affected us 

since September 11 have altered almost 
• everything we do and think. They have 
certainly cast new light on the eternal 
questions we all ask about God, God's 
providence and care for creation, the way 
sin and grace enter into human experi­
ence. 

We have new questions now, too, about 
nationalism and patriotism, about other 
religions and our relation to them, about 
fear, justice, retaliation and forgiveness. 
We are far more concerned about the 
United States' role in the world, and need 
more understanding about why so many 
peoples mistrust us and wish us harm. 

I don't think terrorism will be "defeat­
ed" in die sense diat it will disappear. As­
sertions about this being a "long war" for 
die United States seem more to describe 
die new way in which our country has be­
come involved in global cultural and eco­
nomic conflicts that have characterized 
life in almost every other region of the 
globe for so long. 

The fear that afflicts life in other parts 
of die world is now a part of our life too. 
The ways in which we act to promote 
peace, or war, will take on renewed sig­
nificance in die years ahead. So will our 
approach to die faith we profess and die 
faith communities we attempt to form. 

• • • 
Sister Schoelles is president of St. 

Bernard's School of Theology and Ministry. 

Notice to Readers: Due to a low volume of letters to the editor received last week, 
we are omitting the Opinion page for this issue. It will return next week. 

Kids* Chronicle Answers from page 12: 
1, 15, 5, 2, 9, 3, 12, 6, 13, 8, 10, 4, 7,11, 14 

RETREAT FOR SISTERS 

&rxyt>t£ Scrtybirt 
"Exploring and Exploding the Wealth" 

Presented by Sister Chris Partisano, CSJ & Father Michael Carmola 
For many, Scripture serves as a center point for prayer. 

This guided retreat will open treasures of both the Hebrew and Christian prayer forms. 

Located in a quiet residential area, minutes from downtown yet away from the noise 

of the city the Retreat House was originally a mansion and retains the majesty of its past. 

In addition to conferences and Mass, there will be tmie to enjoy the beautiful 
grounds, gardens, and outdoor stations of the cross. Within this delightful 

mansion, you will find peaceful places to read, study, relax and pray. 

Refresh yourself in our private, heated, Olympic-sized pool. Offering $225. 

Retreat begins 7:00 pm Sunday, July 14th & endsU.OO am on Friday, July 19 

Christ the King Retreat House 
oWBrookford Rd., Syracuse, New York 

Call (315) 446-2680 for reservations 
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Added Value 
r^npowerfinance, a unit of Manpower Professional, 

specializes irv&lkswvice financial staffing. Let us add 

« value to your business with sharp candidates, single-

f S ^ i c e ^ c o n v e n i e n c e and proven financial expertise. 

13585)377-1500 • www.manpowerprofessionai.com-

lsV» 

1 GENERAL 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Independent Living 

MERCHANDISE 

Miscellaneous 

SERVICE Hfe 
Pet Care 

Marit^ Antiques 
We buy alantiques & household 

goods for highest cash prices. One 
tern °r entire estate. Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585447-2480 
Home #585372-2239 

Dog Holiday 
Brand New Large 

Indoor Boarding Facility 
For Dogs & Cats 
- Located between 
Brockport & Bergen 

494-0220 

TEACHERS: 
Full-time High School Theology 

ALSO Service Programs 
Director (3/4) & (1/4) 

theotogy/campus ministry. Send 
resume to McQuaid Jesuit High 
School, 1800 S. Clinton Ave., 
Rochester, N T 14618 or Fax 
(585)256^171 by April 1 . 

a Dtoeom an ohgtpt ntm option 
in RoHnmtntlMng. &W (0 
schodufOMfiftftto^hovring 

Ponfioid 388-7663 

Grr.cf 865-0680 

rochetierindepandentliving.com 

Wanted to Buy 

OLDER ACCUMULATIONS 
PURCHASED. Single item or 
entire estate. Courteous, pro­
fessional, confidential. Cash 
paid. 265-9516. 

Mov ing & Haul ing 

Cei l ing Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 585/392-5076. 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEW1S, JR.: Interior paint­
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 392-4435, 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PA1NT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex­
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed, 
insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 585/663-0827. 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
hotuehold moving and 
deliveries. 

BirorSmoU. WtdolhcmML' 

47«610/475-4357 
2S AiSngton St. Rochester NV 14607 

NYDOTM657 

Plaster Restoration 

| Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 • 585-703-8245 

7eny * Nina McCullough 
A Couple That Cue 

http://www.stbernards.edu
http://www.manpowerprofessionai.com-
rochetierindepandentliving.com

