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The Best Intentions' 
Episodic Swedish family saga set 
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'Time Machine' is poor bit of fluff 
By Anne Navarro 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK - Though possibly unfair, 
moviegoers are likely to have high expec­
tations for an adaptation of H.G. Wells' 
novel, "The Time Machine," directed by 
his great-grandson, Simon Wells. But in­
stead of preserving die political and social 
implications of the novel, which made the 
story layered and thought-provoking, di­
rector Wells strips diem away, churning out 
a very Hollywoodesque fluff piece, and a 
poor one at UiaL 

In "The Time Machine" (DreamWorks), 
1890s scientist and inventor Alexander 
Hartdegen (Guy Pearce) is hurtled 800,000 
years into die future — using his own time-
travel contraption — in an effort to change 
die past His fiancee (Sienna Guillory) was 
murdered four years ago, and his mission 
is to change the past and prevent her 
death. But traveling back in time does not 
change things. Convinced diat the answer 
dien must lie somewhere in the future, he 
lands in a mysterious time where Eardi's 
population is divided into the above-
ground Eloi and die monstrous, subter­
ranean Morlocks. 

In H.G. Wells' novel, these two futuris­
tic races represented die working and 
leisure classes of his time. The Eloi enjoy 
life above ground while die Morlocks toil 
away in underground caves, working to 
preserve die Eloi's lifestyle. But Wells gave 
the classes a twisted symbiotic punch. The 
enjoyment of die Eloi comes at a high 
price, as they serve as die Morlocks' prin­
cipal food source. 

In director Wells' film, this warped re­
lationship barely sees die light of day. Sure 
we see die Morlocks (which look like a fu­
sion of the simians from "Planet of the 
Apes" and the creatures from "Battlefield 
Earth") attacking and scurrying away with 

New Line Cinema/CNS 

G u y Pearce stars as t ime traveler Alexander Hartdegen in the fi lm "The Time 
Machine." It is the latest film adaptation of the novel by H.G. Wells. 

the poor Eloi. And yes, the Morlocks' 
leader (Jeremy Irons, looking creepy in 
long white hair and opaque contact lens­
es) gives some kind of explanation for die 
world in which Alexander finds himself. 
But none of it is die least bit coherent or 
engaging. 

The screenplay written by John Logan 
lacks cohesion and is littered with incon­
sistencies and loose plot strands. The film 
devolves from romance to sci-fi to action 
widiout capturing die audience's attention. 
Alexander's original quest to bring his fi­
ancee back to life is inexplicably aban­
doned to save an Eloi woman, Mara (Irish 
pop singer Samantha Mumba), and her 
brother (Omero Mumba, the pop singer's 

real-life brother) from the deadly Mor­
locks. There is little time to develop any af­
fection for the Eloi, most of whom don't 
speak English, or warm up to the new re­
lationship Alexander seems to be forging 
with Mara (although the nearly see-
dirough fishnet shirt Mara wears may ex­
plain why Alexander suddenly feels com­
pelled to be a hero). 

Because of intermittent sci-fi violence 
with a few grisly images and scantily clad 
women, the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops classification is A-II — adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture Associa­
tion of America raring is PG-13 — parents 
are strongly cautioned. Some material may 
be inappropriate for children under 13. 

Heist, murder flick leaves much to be desired 
By Anne Navarro 
CaUiolic News Service 

NEW YORK - A Miami bounty hunter 
tracking a small-time crook is accidentally 
caught in die middle of a murderous dia­
mond heist in die pointless action comedy 
"All About the Benjamins" (New Line). 

Poor Benjamin Franklin. Leader, inven­
tor, founding fadier, Ben has been reduced 
to a dollar sign — die sole motivation of the 
cardboard characters in the feature debut 
of director Kevin Bray. Ice Cube stars as 
frustrated bounty hunter Bucum Jackson 
chasing down slippery con artist Reggie 
Wright (Mike Epps), who has skipped bail, 
when die two are embroiled in a botched 
diamond robbery diat leaves behind sev­
eral dead bodies. 

Bucum wants to start his own private 
detective agency but can't get enough 
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seed money. Reggie just wants to get 
ahead of the game and live the easy life. 
Some $80 million in polished carbon 
stones and Reggie's $60 million lottery 
ticket— which mistakenly ended up in the 
hands of the robbers — inspire the pair 
to pool their resources and crack the 
case. 

Bray shows the violence first in double-
time speed, and dien slows it down so the 
audience won't miss a single gunshot to 
die chest or blow to the head. And for the 
main characters, who emerge from dan­
gerous car chases and rapid gun fire rela­
tively unscathed, the violence has no con­
sequences. 

The screenplay, written by Ice Cube 
and Ron Lang, rambles on, sidestepping 
character development but filling up on 
stupid dialogue diat does little to advance 
the plot. And the uninspired teaming of 
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Epps and Ice Cube's characters — two op-
posites who work together toward a mutu­
ally beneficial end — leaves much to be de­
sired. 

Due to much strong \ iolciu e, a brief sex 
ual encounter, fleeting nudity and constant 
rough language with many (i ass sexual ex­
pressions, die U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops classification is O — morally of­
fensive. The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is R — restricted. 
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Wishing You a 
HappyEaster 

Easter Dinner Specials along 
with the regular menu 
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