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~(COLUMNISTS

Change, forglveness needed to achieve peace

I wonder whether the systems set up
through the strike-retaliate mentality
work. Watching Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority, I suspect not. For how
many years has this been the dominant
philosophy of those seeking to secure Is-
rael? For how many years has this been
the mode of secking Palestinian rights?
Where has it gotten these two groups?
This past weekend was one of the blood-
iest, with both civilian and military loss of
life. Where does this system really get us?

I watched various news commentaries
over the weekend, and many solutions
were offered. One fellow suggested there
has to be one big blow-out of a war with
winner-take-all. Another proposed that

_ Arafat should step down and all will be

solved. Somebody else claimed that the
US. should just go in and “get rid” of all
the Arab states surrounding Israel. Every

solution seemed to rely on the assump- -

tion that the system of strike and retaliate
somehow works, and that it offers a way
to make sense of what’s happening. Every
solution seemed to presuppose that, with
some modifications, the strike-and-retal-

- iate system will somehow, in some way,

work.

But I think it is not working and will
never work. |t hasn’t worked up until
now. And all the big “blow-out” wars did-
n't work either. There was no end to hos-
tilities after World War I'or World War 11
— just a recasting and reliving of them in
new ways. Strike and retaliate locks pret-

By P\ml( Y S( HOFLLES, SS]

ty flawed, if you consider real life_

In his New Year’s message on peace,
Pope John Paul I insists that forgiveness
is necessary for world peace. When I first
read this, I found myself becoming im-
patient with it. To me, forgiveness sound-
ed like a “cop-out” — a way of avoiding
the work that actually has to be done. |
had the impression that forgiveness
would leave justice by the wayside. If we
forgive, the other party just gets away
with it. They don’t have to pay the price
their wrong-doing has caused. Forgive-
ness means that justice is evaded in favor
of weakness.

That's what I thought when I first read
the New Year’s message. In the meantime
I've had some other thoughts. Among
these is the horrible realization of what is
happening in Israel.

The forgiveness of which John Paul

calls calls us o go beyond our tra-

ditional thinking that every rift will end

with a winner and a loser. It takes us be-

yond assummg that one party is right and
the other is wrong. It takes us beyond as-
suming that the burdens and costs of

.overcoming division can be paid by only

one party. It takes us beyond assuming
that reconciliation and peace will come
about if only one party changes.

Pope John Paul's vision of peace
through forgiveness relies on the far
more realistic and much more biblical

concept of a reconciliation in which both

parties change. it insists that both parties
bear some of the costs required for peace.
Both parties will benefit from the settle-
ment, 100. The forgiveness to which John
Paul refers does not let us “forget” the
harm done or permit us to overlook the
reality of what has happened. In fact, it
calls us to remember harms done and
deal with them. It doesn't deny reality or
let us bury or forget it so that we “keep
the peace” by sowing seeds of dissension
that will crop up at some later time.

At the heart of his notion of forgive-
ness is the precept that we have to over-

comecmrneedtobeﬁght,ourneedtore-'

venge the losses we have experienced,
our desire to destroy the other. Both par-
ties have to be willing to change, to be
willing to work together to create a new
situation in which we will both be differ-
ent. This is the sort of forgiveness that is
implied in every relationship, whether it
is marriage or friendship or parenthood.
The willingness and the pledge to forgive

 is built into every human relationship. it

must surely be part of any Israeli-Pales-
tinian “solution.”

Some people may insist it is still possi-
ble to name “who’s to blame” in the Mid-
die East. They might think the same
about Northern Ireland, or about Hindus
and Muslims in India and Pakistan. 1
think it is no longer possible or mean-
ingful to decide “who's 10 blame” in any
of these situations. I'm not saying the
hurt experienced can be forgotten or that
it should be denied or overlooked. It can't
be. It has 10 be dealt with.

But if the only method we have for
dealing with atrocities, wrongs and hurts
is to retaliate, we will never have peace.
We cannot achieve peace this way even if
we define “peace” simply as stopping the
violence. It certainly will be impossibie to
retaliate our way to “peace” if we expand
that concept 1o designate a situation in
which genuine human flourishing can
happen. The situation in Israel today
makes clear that the present “system” of
retaliation simply doesn’t work. We will
have 10 move forward and craft a method
of dealing with hurts against us that can
take us beyond revenge, that allows us to
get on with our lives in spite of the ways
we have been wronged, that implies that
both parties will change so a new future
is possible for both. We will have to learn
to forgive.
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Sister Schoelles is president of St. Bernard’s

Institute.
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Pregnant? Need Help?

m‘c Catholic Family Center’s Pregnancy Hotline
CALL 1-800-CARE-002
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