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ROCHESTER
— Have you ever
been advised to
avoid bars in
search of a
committed, moral,
lifelong relation-
ship?

Well, even the
staunchest
defenders of such *
viewpoints would
find it hard to quibble with the program
that took place Feb. 7 at Johnny’s Irish
Pub, more commonly known as
Johnny’s Smoke Free. Approxnmately
50 young aduits gathered in a private
room — with music and loud chatter -
from other Johnny’s Smoke Free
patrons serving as a backdrop — o
hear Father Lee Chase, pastor of
Brighton’s St. Thomas More Parish,
deliver a seminar about love and
relationships.

This is a typical setting for Theology
on Tap, a monthly program cospon-
sored by the diocesan young-adult
ministry program
and the University
of Rochester. The-
ology on Tap origi-
nated in the Arch-
diocese of
Chicago and
has spread to
many other
cities. it made
its debut in :
Rochester last year, wuth
Johnny’s Smoke Free, 1382 Culver
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Story by Mike Latona

Road, hosting each session.

Despite its title and the option for par-
ticipants to drink aicohol if they wish,
Theology on Tap’s key emphasis is not
on partying, but on invigorating
discussion for Catholic young aduits.
Holding such events in a
popular nightspot helps
gain a wider cross-section
of the young-aduit
population, said Nora Brad-
bury-Haehl, diocesan
coordinator of young-adulit
ministry.

“We want to go to where
young adults are, not just
where people are already
involved in the church,”
Bradbury-Haehl said.

The two-hour program Feb. 7
consisted of Father Chase’s talk
followed by a question-and-answer
session. Father Chase, 38, peppered
audience members — who were mostly

single — with advice on relationships.

He emphasized the importance
o, Of being flexible,
saying, “When you

get into the ‘perfect’
relationship it won't
stay perfect, because

you're not perfect.” He
also noted that “a
relationship is always
changing and growing,
and so are you.”
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Father Chase wamed that couples
who live together first usually find the
commitment of marriage too dauriting,
saying numerous marriages that come
out of cohabitation end in two years or
less. He implored participants to consid-
er Catholic moral teaching on marriage,
focusing on such points as intimacy and
o responsibility, and love as

= achoice rather than a
feeling.

“We need to get
beyond the
physicalities,” he said.

“At a certain point, it's
_not ‘I feel love for
you,’ it's ‘I choose to
love you — when
you're sick, when
you don't look as
good as you do
now.”
, - The priest
" added that many ideals
v about love can apply 1o both
romance and good friendship: “We all
long to be connected. It's a natural
instinct that we want to be connected to
somebody eise.”

This marked Father Chase’s second
appearance at Theology on Tap.
Pravious discussions were also led by
Bradbury-Haehl, as well as Rob
Cullivan, staff writer for the Catholic
Courier.

The Feb. 7 program was the largest
yet for a Theology on Tap at Johnny's
Smoke Free — which didn't surprise
Michelle Long, 20, a student at the
University of Rochester and parishioner
at St. Joseph's in Penfield.

*This topic, it's always important,” she
said.

“It's something that everyone is
interested in,” agreed Mike Thibauit, 24,
from Rochester’s Blessed Sacrament
Parish. Thibault predicted that Father
Chase’s tatk will help him in the future,
saying, “The little tidbits, I'll pick up later
in my life experience.”

Meanwhile, Patrick Cain, 36, from
Our Lady of Lourdes in Brighton, said
he liked the way Father Chase
combined “psychology with theology on
the subject of relationships.”

Thibault remarked that the Theology
on Tap series as a whole has been a
good fit for him, saying, “I'd been looking
for awhile for something with people my
own age that's interesting to me.”

“Personally, | love it,” Long added.
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EDITORS’ NOTE: For a schedule of
future Theology on Tap events, contact
Nora Bradbury-Haehl at 585/328-3210,
ext. 218, or Bradbury-haehi@dor.org.
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