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Letters Policy

- Tive Gatholfe Gowrer wishes 1o pro-
vide space forveaders throughout the
diocese 1o express cginiom onall
sides of the issues. We welcome orige
nal, sigmed lewers about current is
sues affecting church life,

Although we cannot publish every
teter we receive, we seek, insofar as
possible, to pravide a balanced
representation of expressed opintons
and a varlety of reflections on hife in
the ehwich. ‘\’e will choose letters far
ublication based on likely repdor
terest, timadiness and a sease of fiv
play. Our discerning veaders wmay

eterming whether to agree or
disagree with the tetver writers”
opintons.
Letters wust not exceed 500 words,
Anonymous letters and the use of
pscudonyws are unacceptable. We
reserve the right to edit letters for
legal and other concerns. With
ves mamh\smi\mdm\‘nw
will correct
Mail letters to: i¢ Courier,
PO, Box 24379, Rochester, NY
14624, Please include your full name,

numbexr and complete address

purposes of verification.
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OPINIONS

Catholic or not: Who decides?

By Maurcen Kramlich
Guest contributor

GUEST

For my grandmother’s funeral, I re-
turned not too long ago to St. Catherine’s
parish and grade school in my hometown of Milwaukee, Wis-

dmother was one of the first contributors
to the building of the church. She sent my father and his three

. siblings to the parish grade school. My four siblings and I at-
tended the school from kindergarten through eighth grade, as

consin. My great:

did my niece and a nephew.

. As the funeral homilist retraced my family’s history in the
aware of my connection to that history. That
day as I visited the neighborhood, parish and school grounds, I
was struck by a deep sense of pride for its service to the com-
munity. St. Catherine’s once served a mostly German and
Catholic immigrant population. Today it serves a mostly African-
American and non-Catholic population. Itis an integral part of
the community, and it serves its people with distinction based on
the church’s socialjustice teaching. But if some have their way,

parish, I was keenly

it may not always be able to do so.

In recent years there has been an effort to redefine Catholic
institutions, including Catholic grade schools like St. Cather-
ine’s, as non-Catholic or non-religious — as secular institutions,
in fact — if they serve a mostly non-Catholic population. This leg-
islative sleight-of-hand occurs in, of all things, mandates to re-
quire contraceptive coverage in employee health-care plans, ex-
cept when those plans are purchased by “religious employers.”

Some of these laws use an American Civil Liberties Union de-

EDITORIAL

sis added).

finition of “religious employer” that trans-
forms Catholic organizations into non-
Catholic ones. For example, The New York
Times summmarized a proposed mandate in
New York state as follows: “The new bill pro-

vides that a religious institution could deny birth control cover-
age through its employee health plan only if most of the people
it employs and most of the people it serves share that religion.”

The Times’ Feb. 4 artide “Albany Bill Would Cover Abortion”
captured the absurd implications of this definition in its next
sentence: “That way, the exemption would not apply in most cas-
es to Catholic hospitals or colleges, but it would apply to church-
es, dioceses and, in many cases, Catholic grade schools” (empha-

Many Gatholic schools educate children who are not Cathalic,
children whose parents sacrifice so they can have the benefit of
the excellent education Catholic schools provide. To suggest that
Catholic schools and organizations are not Gathalic if they serve
non-Catholics betrays a total ignorance of Catholic social teach:
ing, which requires service to those who are poor, not just
Catholics who are poor. -

My visit to the parish of my childhood brought home the im-
portant role that this parish and its school have played — as have
parishes across the nation. Allowing the ACLU to redefine
“Catholic” is beyond the pale. If we allow this to happen, all of
us — Catholic and non-Catholic alike — will lose.

Rramlich is a public policy analyst with the Pro-Life Secretarial of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishaops.

For some,
sign may be
rare blessing

In response to the disheartened woman
(Jan. 17) who wishes to start a campaign
to do away with shaking hands of peace I
have written this letter.

I am glad that we have the handshake
of peace. The handshake is a wonderful
way to reach and touch someone. Reach-
ing out to press hand flesh against hand
flesh with another human being is a sin-
cere way to express love and peace. Every

day I have the opportunity 1o physically
touch other people in loving, shaving
ways. Unfortunately not everyone has the
wonderful gift. Perhaps only one time a
week for those short moments during
Mass do some people come in contact
with another human being in a loving
nurturing way. Being together and ecle-
braung Eucharist is the ultimate celebra:
tion we have, and certainly taking a few
moments to turn w each other to share
the blood warmth of our bodies via hand:
shake only palely reflects the life-blood v
spounse that Christ himself gave 10 us.

I understand the hesitation the “dis-
heartened™ woman has, but she needs
understand that the decision o reach out
with our hands is not mandatory. I am
sure that if a hearty smile and “Peace be
with you™ are what she desires to give, any
recipicnt would be thankful,

Virginia Stefano
Pennemite Road, Livonia -

It’s common sense;

keep illness to self

To the editor:

I understand Jean Strong's position
(Feb. 14) on shaking hands during the
sigh of peace at Mass. The right thing 1o
do about this would<be for everyone o
take responsibility to NOT shake hands if
they have a cold, are coughing or have
some other malady they think could -
feet others. The same goes for receiving
the Blood of Christ. If you — and only
YOU know - have second thoughts about
drinking from the Cup, listen to your
Guardian Angel, and don't partake. It's
just common sense.

' Makionado

‘nqemvj;dymmm

Stay at home if you're sick

To the editor:

Oh my stars! My cyes are distressed at
the sight of three responses in agreement
with Mary Wallman's stance on hand-
shakes during Mass! My 1Hvear-old
daughter and [ concur that personalizing
the cclebration with the handshake is one
of our favorite parts of the Mass. We love
the sense of community it brings forth.
There are a sca of smiles at that time,

Yes. we should all be carcfal not 1o e
ceive the Blood of Christ when we have a
cold, and we should not administer to the

congregation. We should remun at home
when itis a bad cold; we should use com-
mon sense. Now WHAT WOULD JESUS
DOE: He'd hug vou, kiss you, and <hake
vour hand! He is the example we all e 1o
follow! My suggestion to all who fea
viruses, “bhugs,” cte. — wear yout white
gloves that vou put awav back m the cuiv
$0s and keep that smile intact!
May God bless all of us!
Margaret Dictl
Haley Road |
Ontario

To the oditor;, .

e

_chiuich’s ordained deacons ' beuer:
service”) regaiding “the diocese not uti
Tiring dts ordained ministers, the dex--

Ty distarbing, R ‘

Takes issue withﬁass mpti
in letter about diacong

. The letterin the Jan, 31 edition (“Put :'

Send your views to letters@catholiccourier.com
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