
* War' may not be best term for terrorism fight 
We are beginning to get over the shock 

of S e p t 11 and are trying, I suppose, to 
think more clearly about the many im
plications and ramifications of those ter
rible events in a more systematic and ra
tional, way. I still struggle with many of 
the same questions that affected me ear
lier on, but now have new thoughts and 
questions as well. 

For example, I have grown increas
ingly skeptical about using the term 
"war" for the present military engage
ment. Throughout history, "war" has re
ferred to violent conflicts between na
tion states. In the present conflict, our 
nation has, indeed, launched military at
tacks against die Taliban government in 
Afghanistan. The forces of al Qaeda have 
apparently been shattered, and a new 
government is now in place. 

Because of the use of military force, 
U.S. actions do resemble traditional war
fare. But there are other factors that 
make me question whether war is the 
right name for this effort. For one dung, 
the forces that attacked our nation on 
Sept. 11 were not officially dispatched 
from any nation. They represented not 
officials of a nation state, but a gang of 
radical ideologues acting on their own. 
They aimed directly at destroying inno
cent civilian life and symbolic centers of 
our culture as a means of threatening 
our sense of security and well being. 
Their at tempt to make some kind of 
"point" against our way of life led them 
to engage in the tactics of terrorism, 
which include surprise, random attacks 

on unsuspecting civilian, targets. 
The Sept. 11 attack against us did not 

even use military force. Instead, it relied 
on "civilians" who would use our trans
portation system as a weapon of slaugh
ter. The attack did not emerge from any 
conflict we knew about or could respond 
to. There was no declaration of war, and 
die terrorists did not name a set of ob
jectives we could have discussed or ne
gotiated in order to avoid armed con
flict. In all these ways, Sept. 11 does not 
fit die ordinary criteria for "war." 

In response to the strikes against peo
ple in our country, the U.S. and other 
Western nations acted to dismande the 
infrastructure that made die attacks pos
sible. Thus, we engaged in a series of mil
itary actions. We sought to capture or 
eliminate the leaders of movements be
hind the attacks in order to reduce die 
possibility of repeat attacks. Our nation
al leaders also determined that die ter
rorism made visible on Sept. 11 was 
more widespread than die gangs loyal to 
Osama bin Laden. They assured us diat 

we are now involved in a protracted 
struggle to identify and defeat other 
sources of similar threats and potential 
terror. 

True, we dunk that certain nations 
and certain leaders tolerate die presence 
and even may aid terrorist cells. Like 
Afghanistan, these nations and their gov
ernments may become targets of U.S. 
military action. Still, die target of our ac
tion is not really any single nation state 
or any combination of diem. We really 
need to act against individuals and 
groups of renegades. 

Thus, it seems to me diat the custom
ary patterns of warfare are not present. 
We lack die criteria that ordinarily help 
us identify whether our efforts in war 
have been "successful" or not. We have 
no identifiable structures for helping us 
know when to stop the attack. In any or
dinary sense, "goals" of war are lacking. 

So I wonder whether we should think 
of the struggle we now engage in as 
"war" at all. Perhaps it would be more ac
curate to think of it as a kind of "police 
action" aimed at thwarting the perverse 
actions of a gang or cell whose attacks 
are not just against the innocent citizens 
most directly affected, but also attack die 
very existence of law, order, common civ
il discourse and due process. 

The use of military force alone — and 
the fact diat the struggle we engage in is 
international rather than domestic in 
scope — does not mean that we must 
think of ourselves as at war. In fact, the 
parallels to police action are strong: In

vestigative detective work is needed to 
try to identify and locate the perpetra
tors; particular individuals and groups 
rather than official governments are tar
geted for capture; success is identified in 
terms of die removal of particular indi
viduals so diat they can no longer dis
rupt and destroy the lives of innocent 
civilians. 

Removing die connotation of warfare 
might help us to remain a moral people 
while we engage in die conflict before us. 
First, it could lessen the emotional reac
tion associated with war. This could help 
us move beyond the desire for revenge 
and to assign victor)- and defeat that we 
have experienced at other points in our 
history. This will make us more realistic 
in the face of our current struggle, I think. 
It might also help to focus us on who the 
targets in this straggle really are — not so 
much nations as individuals gone awry. 
In this, we might grow more reluctant to 
tolerate the destruction of innocent civil
ians that our own actions cause. 

Today my biggest fear is that we can 
actually make things worse if we put the 
wrong name on what needs to be done 
here. We have an urgent task to confront 
terrorism and its roots. To the extent that 
we mistake this goal for some false at
tempt to defeat or control nations that 
fail to submit to our control, we will de
flect our focus and compromise our 
moral integrity. 

• • • 
Sister Schoelles is president of St. 

Bernard's Institute. 

H O P E B L O O M S 

Give a "Gift of Hope" 
to those touched by cancer. 

Week of April 1,2002 

With a "Gift of Hope," daffodils in a lovety vase will 

be anonymously delivered to a patient in a health-care 

facility designated by the American Cancer Society. 

Place your order today, or call to help sell 
daffodils at your company or school. 
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H a l f o f p r e g n a n c i e s a r e u n c 

( B u t t h a t ' s n o t t h e r ea l s u r p r i s e . ) 

It's diat women can help reduce the 

risk of certain serious birth defects. 

Simply take a multivitamin with folic 

acid every day as part of a healthy 

diet, whether or not you plan on a 

visit from die stork. Another surprise: 

some studies show folic acid also may 

help protect women from cervical and 

colon cancer. For more information, 

contact the March of Dimes at 

1-888-MODIMES 

or www.modimes.org 
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Help Wanted 

HUDSON VALLEY ORGANI
ZATION SEEKS: Field Organ
izer for Western NY area. 
Bilingual English/Spanish with 
experience is social change. 
Reply: Richard Witt, RMM, Box 
4757, Poughkeepsie, NY 
12602 or fax (845)485-1963. 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this list 
may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Wanted 
to Buy 

We buy aTanbques & household 
goods for highest cash prices. One 

(em or entire estate. Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585447-2480 
Home* 585472-2239 

Ceiling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint
ed, or made Mat again. Any size 
drywall/plaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 585/392-5076. 

Moving & Hauling 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Home Improvement 

Independent 
Living 

www cathobooouner com 

6 Ottcovtr an •fegant new opfioo 
in Ritinmnt LMHQ> CtfftD 
sch*dult*prh»tt showing 

(Mif.oid 388-7663 
Grorcc 865-0680 

rochesIerirKleperKlentliving.com 

K-D Moving!? 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience hi office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

BtrorSntaH We<iotkm AW 
*&6610/473-t357 

23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY H607 
NYJDOT»9657 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior paint
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 392-4435, 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Oan 
Burgmaster, 585/663-0827. 

Ask yourself is your repairman too 
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable? 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE COLD! 
Invito me Indoor* for needed indoor repairs 

• Save $$$ • Switches/outlets • Furnace cleaning 
• Loose handrails • Drafts • Almost any inside 
• Cracks in walls • Plumbing repair for the 
• Door Knobs • Insulation next 3 months 
• Door bells • Critter removal 

WE'RE READY TO PERFORM FOR YOUR 
EMERGENCY OUTDOOR REPAIRS 

Pet Care 

Dog Holiday 
Brand New Large 

Indoor Boarding Facility 
For Dogs ft Cats 

Located between 
Brockport 4 Bergen 

494-0220 

ling racwiy 
Ms anL 

Plaster Restoration 
| Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 •585-703-8245 
Terry & Nina McCuUough 

A Couple Th»t Can 

TOP TO BOTTOM 
Since 1988 338-98G5 Fully Insured 

J 0 H N A T H 0 N A. GEER 
F R E E EST. PARISH DISC 

24 Hour Emergency Service 764-8204 

SELL CLASSIFIED ADS in the Catholic Courier. 
Requires clerical skills, good telephone manner, upbeat attitude. Hourly rate plus commission. 

Send letter, resume to: General Manager, Catholic Courier, PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 
14624-0379; e-mail to infb@calholiccourier.com; or fex to 585-529-9532. 
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