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Kuhn on deck to speak at St. Jude's in Gates 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

Former baseball commissioner Bowie 
Kuhn generally goes to bat for profes­
sional athletes who publicly proclaim 
their faith. 

Kuhn, who led Major League Baseball 
from 1969 to 1984, praises the practice of 
players from opposing teams kneeling to­
gether and praying on the field as often 
occurs after games in the National Foot­
ball League. And he supports athletes 
who mention their faith in Jesus when be­
ing interviewed by a sports reporter. 

"I admire the overtness of evangelicals, 
particularly, in proclaiming their faith," 
Kuhn said during a telephone interview 
from his home in Jacksonville, Fla. "I'm 
happy to see Catholic ballplayers cross 
themselves as they go to bat" 

Kuhn also evangelizes on behalf of the 
Catholic faith, as he will do during a talk 
about die lay apostolate Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
at 7 p.m. at St. Jude die Apostle Church, 
4100 Lyell Ave., Gates. His talk is spon­
sored by the St. Michael the Archangel 
Chapter of Call to Holiness, an interna­
tional Catholic lay organization whose 
purpose is to "defend and support the 
Magisterium, the teaching authority of 
the Catholic Church, through prayer, ed­
ucation and evangelization." The group, 
which claims about 150 members in the 
Diocese of Rochester, holds meetings die 
first Monday of each month St. Jude's. 

Although Kuhn admires athletes who 
thank God for dieir success, he said he 
doesn't think God takes sides in adiletic 
competition. 

"I'm sure he doesn't care about the 
Yankees," Kuhn said with a laugh, refer­
ring to baseball's winningest franchise. 
"I think he's neutral, at least." 
' Then again, Kuhn may not believe 

God loves the Yankees because he's a fan 
of the Boston Red Sox, who last won a 
World Series when Woodrow Wilson was 
president Kuhn personally witnessed die 
Red Sox lose the 1975 World Series to 
the Cincinnati Reds, in seven games 
many commentators to this day consider 
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Former Major League Baseball Commissioner Bowie Kuhn was a 1999 guest on 
the syndicated television program "Personally Speaking," which was hosted by 
Msgr. Jim Lisante. 

the greatest World Series ever. Kuhn was 
on hand in Fenway Park in Boston to see 
Carlton Fisk's game-ending h o m e run 
save die Red Sox from elimination in the 
sixth game. 

"If you had had the power to call it af­
ter six games, you would have, because 
nobody should have won that series," he 
said, adding diat last year's equally dra­
matic series between the Yankees and the 
Arizona Diamondbacks "may have been 
as good a series as I ever saw." 

Kuhn still enjoys gett ing out to the 
ballpark, a n d regularly at tends minor-
league games in Jacksonville. He ' s also a 
board member of the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooper-
stown, N.Y. Since he left the commis­
sioner's office, however, h e has spent 
more and more t ime evangelizing for his 
faith. He said he found this new vocation 
after being asked to give a talk o n the 

Lord's Prayer during a retreat. The talk 
was well-received and, from dien on, he 
began exploring his Catholic faith more 
deeply, he said. 

"I've always been a Sunday church-go­
ing Catholic," he said. "I've only become 
a public spokesman in the past 10 or 15 
years as I've had more time on my hands 
to pursue spiritual tilings." 

Kuhn said a late cousin, Ida Waring, 
was a Daughter of Charity who took the 
religious name of Sister Martha. She had 
an influence on his faith, not the least be­
cause she regularly gave him cards pic­
turing S t Jude , patron of hopeless cases, 
he said. 

"I guess she viewed me that way," he 
said with a laugh. He noted that he was 
born on O c t 28, S t Jude's feast day, and 
was pleased to be informed that he would 
be speaking at S t Jude's in this diocese. 

Kuhn said his talk at St. Jude 's will fo­

cus on Due In Ahum — "Put out into the 
deep," (Luke 5:4) — the concluding sec­
tion of Pope John Paul II's 2001 apostolic 
letter Novo Millennio Ineunte ("At the Be­
ginning of the New Millennium"). Issued 
at the end of the Year of the Great Jubilee 
2000, the letter exhorted lay Catholics to 
answer the universal call to holiness. 

Kuhn said he has tried to embody the 
church's call for lay Catholics to become 
holy by adhering to his faith, including 
sticking to his moral guns during his 
reign as commissioner. 

"Even when I was in the world ... I nev­
er felt that I was bound to do things 
against my conscience," he said. "I was 
never afraid to stand against the crowd 
when that served a purpose." 

He recalled, for example, that some 
people within the baseball establishment 
didn't want him to suspend players who 
had been found to be using illegal drugs. 
But Kuhn thought it was important to do 
so because children look up to athletes, 
and he wanted to send a message that 
athletes weren't above the law. 

He also banned Hall of Famers Mick­
ey Mantie and Willie Mays from working 
in baseball when they took employment 
in the casino industry. Although he said 
neidier former player was doing anything 
wrong, he thought it was important that 
baseball not be associated with any kind 
of gambling. 

Today, Kuhn said that labor-manage­
ment tensions threaten baseball's future 
and he would like to see a commissioner 
—jointly elected by players and owners — 
who could serve as a final arbiter of dis­
putes. However, he said he doubted such 
a scenario would happen. 

Regarding society, Kuhn said Catholics 
need to realize that "the apostolate is not 
something for .priests alone and leaders 
alone — it is for everyone." 

"The culture is sick," he said. "We are 
called to go out and change that." 

EDITORS' NOTE: For information on 
Kuhn's talk at St Jude's, call Vivian Ripton 
at 585-387-9662 or St. Jude's at 585-247-
4322. 
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Help 
Wanted 

We offer a variety of 
Programs and Positions: 

Residential Counselors • Community 
Living Instructors • life Skate Assistants 

• Drivers • Service Coordinators 
• Community Integration Specialist 

.PM»IPM . A*n~ri~t hhfWto. 
Visit our wtbtlta at 

www.lifetlmtassistance.org 
FnfmnminlhimatinnnrtnanDtvon&iel 

You may apply in person at 

Lifetime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 585-426-4120 exL 3121 
Fax 585-426-4755 

Minorities are encouraged to apply 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be inducted on this list 
may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Wanted to Buy 

Marilyns Antiques 
Wto buy alwliquesa household 

goals for highest cash prices. One 
item or entire estate. Complete estate 
services. Appraisals, sales conducted. 

585-647-2480 
Home* 585472-2239 

Help Wanted 

SELL CLASSIFIED ADS 
in the Catholic Courier. 

Requires clerical skills, good telephone'manner, 
upbeat attitude. Hourly rate plus commission. 

Send letter, resume to: General Manager, Catholic Courier, 
PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 146244379; e-mail to 

mfJ6@caihoIiccourier.com; or fax to 585-529-9532. 

Independent Living 

a Dkeovtran thguitrmt option 
M Retirement living. C*U to 
scnediuJe a print* snowing 

Prnf.nid 388-7663 
Greece 865-0680 

rochesterindepenrJentliving.com 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9 x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, poor­
ly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any size 
drywall/ptaster wall repairs. No 
job too small. 585/392-5076. 

Health Exeercise 

iii/ZlTiiSI' I Clan— tor 
anyage 

'Spencerport'Brockport'rfiilon 
Over 25 dasees weekly 

No contracts or marnbership tees. 
New Student Special: 

6 weeks for $36.00 
Call 352-7700 

SERVICE 

Interior 
Decorating 

CUSTOM STENCILING: Now 
the perfect time to spice up 
your surrounding walls, mirror, 
furniture, etc., can be brought 
to life with dimensional stencil­
ing. Please call Lori for ideas at 
585/249-0563. 

Moving 
& Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office. 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Bit or SwiaUWedothm AW 
473-6610/475-1357 

2S Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT«9657 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 
585-482-3243* 585-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCullough 
ACouphTnatCf* 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior paint­
ing. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 392-4435, 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R PAINT-
ING/PAPERHANGING, tex­
tured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 585/663-0827. 

Home Improvement 

Ask yourself is your repairman too 
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable? 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE COLD! 
Invite me indoors for needed Indoor repairs 

• Save $$$ • Switches/outlets • Furnace cleaning 
• Loose handrails • Drafts • Almost any inside 
• Cracks in walls • Plumbing repair for the 
• Door Knobs • Insulation next 3 months 
• Door bells • Critter removal 

WE'RE READY TO PERFORM FOR YOUR 
EMERGENCY OUTDOOR REPAIRS 

TOP TO BOTTOM 

a$e 

Since 1988 338-9865 Fully insured 

JOHNATHON A. GEER 
FREE EST. PARISH DISC 

24 Hour Emergency Service 764-8204 
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