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Kuhn on deck to speak at St. Jude’s in Gates

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

Former baseball commissioner Bowie

Kuhn generally goes to bat for profes-
sional athletes who publicly proclaim
their faith. -

Kuhn, who led Major League Baseball

from 1969 to 1984, praises the practice of

players from. opposing teams kneeling to-
gether and praying on the field as often
occurs after games in the National Foot-
ball League. And he supports athletes

who mention their faith in Jesus when be--

ing interviewed by a sports reportet.

“I admire the overtness of evangelicals,
particularly, in proclaiming their faith,”
Kuhn said during a telephone interview
from his home in Jacksonville, Fla. “I'm
happy to see Catholic ballplayers cross
themselves as they go to bat.”

Kuhn also evangelizes on behalf of the

Catholic faith, as he will do during a talk
about the lay apostolate Tuesday, Feb. 19,
at 7 p.m. at St. Jude the Apostle Church,

Joe Sinnott/CNS

cus on Duc In Altum — “Put out into the
deep,” (Luke 5:4) — the concluding sec-
tion of Pope John Paul II's 2001 apostolic
letter Novo Millennio Ineunte (“At the Be-
ginning of the New Millennium”). Issued
at the end of the Year of the Great Jubilee
2000, the letter exhorted lay Catholics 1o
answer the universal call to holiness.

Kuhn said he has tried to embody the
church’s call for lay Catholics to become
holy by adhering to his faith, including
sticking to his moral guns during his
reign as commissioner.

“Even when I was in the world ... I nev-
er felt that I was bound to do things
against my conscience,” he said. “I was
never afraid to stand against the crowd
when that served a purpose.”

He recalled, for example, that some
people within the baseball establishment
didn’t want him to suspend players who
had been found to be using illegal drugs.
But Kuhn thought it was important to do
so because children look up to athletes,
and he wanted to send a message that

4100 Lyell Ave., Gates. His talk is spon- athletes weren't above the law.
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