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Small-town 
Continued from page 1 
Livonia and Geneseo. To attract students, 
schools like St. Agnes must contend with 
limited populations and, in several cases, 
long distances to travel. 

For that reason, Benjamin said it's vital 
all year long to reach people who, as he 
puts it, "may have heard of S t Agnes but 
haven't heard enough." 

As part of his promotions, Benjamin 
brings to the school such professional per­
formers as die Dady Brothers, a popular 
Irish duo that will appear for a S t Patrick's 
Day concert in March. Benjamin has also 
been known to hold coffee hours for any­
one who wants to stop by — right on the 
sidewalk at the school's entrance. 

Community fixtures 
^ S t Agnes' efforts seems to be getting re­
sults: There are 105 students in grades 
kindergarten through 6, a dramatic in­
crease from 69 students in 1995-96. The 
pre-kindergarten program has 55 children. 

By the same token, S t Agnes is one of 
only two diocesan schools outside Monroe 
County that has more students than it did 
two years ago, according to figures pro­
vided by the diocesan Department of 
Catholic Schools. St. Agnes has gone from 
94 to 105 students in grades K-6, and Holy 
Family Intermediate School in Ehnira has 
risen from 163 to 182 in grades 4-6. 

Sister Elizabeth Meegan, OP, diocesan 
schools superintendent, said her depart­
ment is developing a new marketing plan 
to boost enrollment at all diocesan schools. 
She noted the importance of preserving 
schools outside Monroe County: "Long-
term histories exist for many Catholic 
schools in die oudying areas, and I'm sure 
that while some of the demographics have 
changed, die Catholic community has re­
mained strong." 

Indeed, many schools in the Finger 
Lakes and Southern Tier have been 
around for more dian a century, and were 
established not long after their parishes 
were founded. St. Michael's in Penn Yan, 
for example, was begun in 1882, and St. 
Agnes in Avon dates back to 1875. 

"There's just a lot of history in this 
school. It's like an heirloom, in a sense," 
said Julie Welch, who has two children at 
S t Agnes and whose in-laws taught or at­
tended diere. 

Benjamin said die small-town feel is ap­
parent at his school, saying that nearby 
merchants are strong supporters of St. 
Agnes. "Whedier they're Catholic or non-
Cathohc, diey'll ask, Do you need this or 

Challenges 
In that same newsletter, however, Long 

discussed some of die difficulties faced by 
St. Michael's, which offers grades pre-K 
Uirough 6. The school's enrollment for K-
6 has dropped from 84 to 70 students in 
just the past year; Long said several fami­
lies desire Catholic education but can t 

St. Agnes School has erected a billboard along Route 39 between Avon and 
Geneseo to promote Catholic Schools Week. 

need that?'" he remarked. "Because of die 
size, there's a certain intimacy that perme­
ates die climate." 

The climate seems to agree widi Welch's 
nine-year-old son, DJ., a fourth-grader at 
St. Agnes: "I like i t It's not too big; I know 
everybody; I like our teachers ... and I like 
our principal," D.J. said, grinning at Ben­
jamin. 

Monette Mahoney, principal of St. 
Joseph's School in Wayland, said she's be­
come an easily recognized figure in town, 
even diough this is only her first year at St. 
Joseph's. 

" \bu go into the store, everyone knows 
I'm die principal," Mahoney remarked. 

Meanwhile, Penn Yan's Long said her fa­
ttier —who lives in a heavily populated area 
near Philadelphia — was surprised to hear 
diat many children travel to St. Michael's 
School by foot 

Then there's the other extreme, at 
which students travel considerably for dieir 
Catholic education. Long noted that diree 
St. Michael's students are from Ham-
mondsport, 22 miles from Penn Yan. Al-
though she acknowledges that these dis­
tances are a deterrent for many potential 
S t Michael's students, "We couldn't live to 
be 118 years old without a lot of heart and 
the grace of God," Long wrote in a 
newsletter last summer. 

overcome dieTHnancial burden. 
"A number of children are from farm­

ing families. If the crops don't do well, 
diey're hit financially," she said. Long also 
noted diat St. Michael's has die highest tu­
ition of any Catholic elementary school 
outside Monroe County. 

Tuition was a word unknown to St. 
Joseph's School in Wayland until just a few 
years ago. Previously, Mahoney noted, St. 
Joseph's Parish absorbed all operating ex­
penses, including tuition. In 199&97, a 
$500-per-family tuition bill was imple­
mented. The cost now is roughly three 
times diat amount depending on die num­
ber of students per family. 

Even though St. Joseph's still has one of 
die lowest tuition rates in the diocese, die 
grades K-6 school has gone from 124 stu­
dents in 1995-96 to 62 students in diose 
grades this year. A few miles to the north, 
St. Mary's School in Dansville has 83 stu­
dents in grades K-5. 

Botii parish schools are located in the 
Holy Family Cadiolic Community, a cluster 
formed in 1998. The cluster has estab­
lished a feasibility committee to assess die 
two schools' futures, and will present a re­
port to parents and parishioners Feb. 7. Sis­
ter Meegan acknowledged diat die cluster 
has been weighing "either cooperative pro­
grams or mergers." 

According to Sister Meegan, parish lead­
ers and pastoral-planning groups handle 
most of the decision making in schools out­
side Monroe County. School finances also 
are handled by die parish or parishes widi 
which die school is affiliated. This system 
contrasts with the organization and fi­
nancing of schools in Monroe County, 
which the diocese consolidated into a 

countywide system in 1989. 
Sister Meegan explained diat to operate 

schools outside Monroe County "as 
tiiough they were a system would probably 
be much more difficult I think die com­
munities aire a litde bit more self-contained 
dian in Monroe County." 

Because her local leadership is so in­
volved with Catholic schools, Long com­
mented, "I don't want our new pastor (Fa­
ther Robert Ring, who began in 
September), or any pastor, to perceive the 
school as a (financial) nuisance." 

Selling the schools 
St. Michael's in Penn Yan gets an annu­

al allotment from die proceeds of a $15 
million gift from a group of anonymous 
donors. The donation, announced in Jan­
uary 2001, also benefits five odier Finger 
Lakes elementary schools as well as De-
Sales High School. 

Yet St. Michael's has also generated its 
own funds dirough a rejuvenation last year 
of its Adopt-A-Student program, through 
which donors can pledge tuition assistance 
for St. Michael's students. "We did very 
well, close to $4,000," Long said. 

Long said she urged people to con­
tribute to the Adopt-A-Student fund by 
sending out bulletin notices and speaking 
at Masses. She added diat die school is con­
sidering new fundraisers for the upcom­
ing year, and that it hopes to eventually 
draw more students from the other five 
churches in the Our Lady of die Lakes clus­
ter — none of which has a Cadiolic school. 
The cluster was formed in 2000. 

Why all this sweat and toil? For Long, 
Catholic education is well worth the time 
that she and other volunteers put in. 

"Boy, diey do great work," she said of 
the St. Michael's staff. "The teachers are 
so gosh darn generous widi dieir time and 
talents ... the students truly learn respect 
for each odier and their students." 

Benjamin likes publicizing his students' 
great success on standardized testing. He 
also praises the Avon school's family at­
mosphere, saying St. Agnes' success really 
rests with the teachers and parents. 

Welch respectfully disagrees, saying diat 
Benjamin, 64, deserves die biggest credit. 
A former public-school administrator in 
Geneseo, Saratoga Springs and Caledonia-
Mumford, Benjamin was retired for two 
only weeks before taking die St. Agnes po­
sition in 1997. He said he now considers 
the job his ministry — and that's evident 
from the way he stands outside in all kinds 
of weather, greeting students each day with 
lots of handshakes and hugs. 

"He sells die school," Welch said. "And 
die kids just love him " 
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ASSISTANT EDITOR 
T h e Catholic Courier n e e d s a n e w assistant edi tor . Assists in p lann ing , ed­

its art icles, par t i c ipa tes in s tory a s s ignments , wri tes art icles periodically. 

Qual i f ica t ions : Bachelors in j o u r n a l i s m p lus 2-5 years expe r i ence , p r i o r 

e d i t i n g e x p e r i e n c e p re fe r red ; mas te ry of spell ing, g r a m m a r ; n e w s p a p e r 

style; s t rong news sense a n d s o u n d j u d g m e n t ; accuracy a n d a t tent ion to de­

tail ; g r a s p o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s law; famil iar i ty wi th c u r r e n t issues in 

Catho l ic Church ; c o m p u t e r skills a n d teamwork o r ien ta t ion . S e n d letter, 

5 wr i t ing samples a n d r e s u m e to K a r e n Franz , Catholic Courier, P O Box 

24379 , Roches ter , N Y 14624-0379 o r e-mail to info@catholiccourier.com. 

This is not a n entry-level job ; on ly applicants wi th two or m o r e y e a r s o f 

on-staff newspaper e x p e r i e n c e (post-collegiate) wil l be cons idered . 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain a 
list of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this list 
may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

C e i l i n g R e p a i r 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$59! Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re­
painted, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall 
repairs. No job too small. 
585/392-5076. 

Moving & Hauling 

P a i n t i n g & 

W a l l c o v e r i n g 

Plaster Restoration 
Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

585-482-3243 • 585-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCullough 

A Couple That Care 

Independent Living 

Classifieds 

get the 

Job done! 

PRINCIPAL 
Area Catholic Elementary PreK(3) - 8 School located in Southtowns. 

Requirements: Master's Degree in Education/Educational 
Administration, elementary Catholic school experience preferred, 
NYS Certification in Administration preferred and demonstrated 

skills in administration, active Roman Catholic able to express faith 
openly, dedicated commitment to Catholic school education, 

coilegial, decisive leader and effective communicator. 
Deadline is February 15,2002. Send letter of application, resume, 

and letter of reference from own pastor to: 
Search Committee, PO Box 115, Lake View, NY 14085 

Discover m etegint mm option 
in Retirement Living. Cell to 
schedule t private showing 

Penf.eld 3 8 8 - 7 6 6 3 

Greece 8 6 5 - 0 6 8 0 

rochesterindependentliving.com 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in offit e, 
household moving and 
deliveries 

Bis or Small, We do them All! 

473-6610/4734357 
23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT»9657 

Travel 

Call Joyce 

585.529.9530 
to place a classified ad 

P a i n t i n g & W a l l c o v e r i n g 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. All types home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
NYS certified. 3 9 2 - 4 4 3 5 , 
323-2876. 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 585/663-0827. 

BRANSON 
S H O W E X T R A V A G A N Z A 

SaL O c t 5 - Sun. Oct. 13, 2002 
Includes: 6 shows, molorcoach 

transportation, hotel accommodations, 
eight breakfasts, six dinners & more1 

ineBeaupre 
& S h r i n e s o f C a n a d a 

With local priest, Fr. Peter Enyan-Boadu 
June 3,2002 to June 6, 2002 

Includes: Full molorcoach, 3 full 
breakfasts, 1 dinner, 3 nights hotel, 

candlelight procession 

All Seasons Travel 
585-637-2119 

61 Main St- Brockport, NY 14420 

www.catholiccourier.com 
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