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Let ters Po l i cy 
The Catholic Courier wishes to pro­

vide space for readers throughout die 
diocese to express opinions on all 
sides of die issues. We welcome origi­
nal, signed letters about current is­
sues affecting church life 

Although we cannot publish every 
letter we receive, we seek, insofar as 
possible, to provide a balanced 
representation of expressed opinions 
and a variety of reflections on life in 
die church. We will choose letters for 
publication based on likeh/ reader 
interest, timeliness and a sense of fair 
play. Our discerning readers may 
determine whedier to agree or 
disagree witii die letter writers' 
opinions. *-

Letters must not exceed 500 words. 
Anonymous letters and die use of 
pseudonyms are unacceptable. We 
reserve die right to edit letters for 
legal and other concerns. With 
respect to errors in submitted text, we 
wiU correct spelling only. 

Mail letters to: Catholic Courier, 
P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 
14624. Please include your full name, 
phone number and complete address 
for purposes of verification. 

Where's Christ on cover? 
To the editors: 

As I picked up die D e c 20, 2001, edi­
tion of the Catholic Courier, I was dis­
mayed and insulted to see die temporal, 
politically correct non-Catiiolic cover. It 
was more appropriate for a solicitation 
from die Zoo Society. 

Is the Courier so religiously bankrupt 
that it could not find a Nativity scene to 
grace its front page? Does die elementary 
school principal in Canandaigua sit on 
die editorial board? 

Perhaps I'm under some delusion in 
dunking die Son of God is die Center of 

our Religion and diat His birdi is die rea­
son we celebrate Christmas. 

I'll bet die Archdioceses' papers in New 
York and Boston bore an image of die 
Christ child for this edition. 

James R. Boehler 
Lakeshore Road 

Rochester 
EDITORS'NOTE: The issue's caver illus­

tration and its theme, "Pathways toward 
Peace," were both drawn from the scriptural 
passage that appeared on Page 2. This pas­
sage from haiahforeshadows the coming of the 
Messiah, 

Teachers touch many lives 
To the editors: 

In this beautiful season of preparing 
die way of the Lord and reflecting on all 
die wonderful gifts He has bestowed on 
us, pause to thank Him for die precious 
gift of our Catholic School teachers. 

Catholic School teachers are a true em­
ulation of God's love and compassion for 
US. Never has it been more important for 
our children to experience die devotion, 
faitii and commitment values which our 
teachers display. 

These dedicated professionals are per­
fect examples of "What Would Jesus Do." 
They minister to our children, never wa­
vering in their enthusiasm and effective­
ness to not only teach, encourage and 
counsel, but demonstrate true Christian 
values by example. 

Our Catholic School principal is an-
otiier teacher in our schools. He or she — 
a virtual committee of one — is all tilings 

to everyone in die Cadiolic School com­
munity: mentor, financial adviser, cheer­
leader, recruiter, administrator, fundrais­
er, painter and representative to parishes. 

The days and nights of our Cadiolic 
School principals are long and challeng­
ing: counseling parents and teachers, at­
tending meetings, etc. They exemplify 
Christ's love for us by their limidess en­
ergy and endiusiasm to keep our Cadiolic 
Schools alive and vibrant 

So in diis season of lights, reflect on 
the beacon of die Catholic School 
teacher. Let diem know how their sacri­
fice and dedication has touched and in­
fluenced the lives of your family and how 
proud we are to know diem..Thank God 
for His wonderful gift of Cadiolic School 
teachers. 

Patrick and Lauren Bates 
Adams Road 

Webster 

To stand or 
not to stand 
To the editors. 

^> Attending Mass d ie other night, I 
4was trbubledj.to "hear the pnest„re 

quest diat the congregation remain 
^standing" tihrough t h e Offertory, 
•*"which oFcourse includes^he Conse-
~ craaon. This is not die first tune this 

has happened People from all over 
d i e diocese attend dus 5 pan. Sun 
day liturgy Since Church i s univer­
sal, why should this one church in 
particular change dieir format? Bias 
i t become "fashionable" to stand at 

" diej.mostsacredpartotdie'Mass' 
My husband -and I jrecendy re 

turned from atrip to Ireland where 
the forth is very much auveTbr ex 
ample, one church in Kdlarney of­
fers five Masses each day The Irish 
people are very sympathetic toward 
die United States over the recent ter 
ronst attacks Our country was re­
peatedly mentioned in their prayer 
intentions T h e S t Michael prayer is 
recited at Mass each day I dunk die 
United States should reinstate this 
practiceaswelLWeneedSt Michael 
more today than eyer before.. 

., BaxbaraJKIos 
MajcsnVWay 

Webster 

Reader likes 
friendly voice 
To the editors. 

Was it Ma Bell that popularized^ 
the slogan of "the voice with £ 
smile"5 „. 

Be that as it may, you have that 
voice in your telephone receptionist, 
whose name, 1 believe, u Arlene 
(Gall) Whereas some voices, in 
greeting the public, are cauuous, MI* 
picioiu abrupt, or impersonal, hers 
is friendly and welcoming 

As we begin a new year, please 
compliment her for a talent well ex­
ercised, and dunk die patron saint 
of the diocesan press for your good 
lortune m having her 

E . U o M c U u u u f 
Sal lFoJnteQrde 

Venice, Fta. 
bDrrOHh'NOIE. SL Ff$*0t de 

Salts UM thank jau. ^ & 

r 

Babies are people, 
not supply thfcp-' 

f^- *r 

b u n a s beu^lfjpcjei) hsripeFwhea 
t b e w n t e r » a p | i f i a t e p n e C ^ ~ v .. 

>A twhile back, a pnest used the ' 
wofp*dut a to describe a baby And 
also "IB" t ' ^ t \ 

How do we slop aftmion irt ikwe. 
ron&ider people as inaninuSeWb-' 

J**1' * y 
Michael H Goth 

Rolling Meadow Drive 
Hdton 

Send your opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, PO Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624 

or e-mail to letters@catholiccourier.com 
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