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The atmosphere outside the thick walls
of Vatican City State was different, as
shown by a bombardment of Italian gov-
ernment public service ads assuring citi-
zens that "the money is changing; life will
not."

The euro, a new currency, became le-
gal tender in Italy and 11 other European
nations Jan. 1.

Pope John Paul marked the event dur-
ing his midday Angelus Jan. 1 by offering
"special wishes for peace and prosperity
to the countries of the European Union,
which today with a single currency have
reached a historic goal."

"May justice and solidarity grow
throughout Europe for the benefit of the
whole human family,” he said.

The pope's positive reaction to the eu-
ro seemed to be shared by Vatican offi-
cials, who did not see a need to duplicate
the Italian government's information and
hand-holding campaign.

"The Vatican has not given us much in-
formation,” a non-Italian employee of the
Vatican said. "I suppose they figure that if
Italy can survive, they will."

She and a co-worker agreed the only de-
tailed information they received about
anything euro-related regarded using old
Vatican stamps. '

Stamps printed with values only in lire

" will continue to be valid, but they cannot
be combined with newer stamps bearing
a euro value, according to the Vatican

_post office.

7 ™" Until' Féb. 28, Italians can spend their

one would never know big changes were ‘
in store, especially for those who deal with.

‘Reuters/CNS

An ltalian vendor shows a new euro and the corresponding lira in the Tuscany
region of ltaly. The euro became the currency of 11 countries of the European

Union this year.

lire, Spanijards can spend their pesetas
and Greeks can spend their drachmas -
but as of Jan. 1, storekeepers were sup-
posed to give change back in euros.

By treaty, the Vatican's currency is tied
to Italy's currency, which was the lira un--
til Dec. 31. . .

The Vatican does not issue paper mon-
ey, but Vatican coins are in circulation
and are popular among collectors.

Vatican coins will continue to be pro-
duced by the Italian mint, but since the

museums decided the 2002 entrance fee
would be a nice round 10 euros.

A Vatican employee, who doesn't work
in the museum, thought that was a justi-
fied round-up: "The museums make mon-
ey and help pay our salaries," she said.

Vatican postage rates will remain the
same, however. In fact, every stamp issued
in 2001 was marked with a value in both
lire and euros.

‘The stamp with both 1,500 lire and 77
euro cents written on it still will get a first-

R

mint was a bit busy theJast few months of | class letter to North America.
2001 rolling out Italian euros, the Vatican At one of the post offices just off St. Pe-
euros are not expected to enter circula- ter's Square Dec. 27, postcards and col-
tion until sometime in February. lectible envelopes still were displayed with
"Euro converters” - pre-programmed | price tags only in lire.
calculators that translate a lire sum to its "We're going to have to change all of
equivalent in euros and vice versa - were | these prices, but it will take only 20 min-
a hot Christmas-gift throughout Italy as | utes or so," a postal clerk said. |
people worried about how they would The Vatican bank, whose formal name
know what they really were spending in is the Institute for the Works of Religion,
the new currency. ) has been prepared for the change even
Under the fixed exchange rate, one eu- | longer than the post office has.
° ro equals just over 1,936 lire. Since mid-1998, monthly bank state-
° ) As 2001 ended, Italian newspaper arti- | ments have provided balances in both lire
cles and television programs on the euro and euros. In 1999, receipts for each in-
|k A Whole were dominated by concerns that a wave | dividual transaction included the equiva-
of "rounding up" prices would hit the | lent.
2 ’ New Way country. gup P In early December, the bank began ask-
: < ST = But, at the Vatican, it seems only the ing account holders to turn in unused lire
;Z;‘O_e s5ystem” _ Of Hea"ng Vatican museums bit into that temptation. | .checks and began issuing euro checks -
ys by ; by SOUNDTEC, inc. The 2001 admission price, 18,000 lire, | valid before the actual currency entered
roung would equal almost 9.30 euros. But the | circulation.
»d the The Direct System eliminates feedback. The daily editions of L'Osservatore Ro-
roung improves sound quality, reduces occlusion manl(?, the ‘{)aUCﬁn '{]eWSPaP;E and bOﬁ)k;
effect, and reduces distortion...resulting in- Catholic Courier (USPS 135-580) gubl ll§hed y the %Ucan 3:6 carrie
:byle- im d natural sound quality. Vol. 113 No. 13, Jan. 10, 2002 ual lira-euro prices ior months.
by improve q Published weekly except the first Thursday in The combination souvenir-news stand
1z to I id like to hear more natural sound. call: January and the last Thursday in December. just outside St. PeFer's Square was ready by
) , S e e s S ety e, | | Dec 21 cpeting ada ualpric 2
i " = O W - ’ water-filled globe with snow fallin,
iat his : Jules Musmger, M'D'!. F'A'c's' gglongggdo%ms% 1%‘1(2;33:5‘&15?302?1- on St. Peter's Basiglica was marked 20,00%
2 real ) Suite 115 Suite 508 4340, Periodicals postage paid at Rochester, lire and 10.32 euros. A small calendar for
iy o ; 1561 Long Pond Road 220 Alexander St. NY. : the new year was selling for 5,000 lire be-
.elg o Rochester, N.Y. 14626 Rochester, N.Y. 14607 POSTMASTER: Send address changes to fore Dec. 31 or 2.58 euro after.
holy " 225.5900 442:4220 Catholic Courer, PO Box 24375, Rochestr, Unlike Italian post offices and banks,
hise ith. Direct: A new way of heiping the world to hear. www.soundtecinc.com NY 14624 the Vatican was not authorized to distrib-
Connect with Direct: A new way ping i i i ute euro "starter kits" in mid-December. -
of the ] . The wellintentioned government plan to
> m;}); get people familiar with the money end-
o ] ' $4s e e » ed up creating endless lines of customers
Ifi:n- ‘ A T F adltlon of F amll.v S ervice and I:‘rustratign when the supply of kits
B \ Ak . ,_ Family Owned and Operated ran out. , ,
. . e " But most Vatican employees did not
st ab < L seem worried about entering the euro era
holic : # Z without a euro in their pockets.
:d the k ; ' , & ' ° "As long as we have lentils in the house
he at- v ; ;Y ! : - for New Year's Eve, what's the problem,"
it-war : ' ‘ FUNERAL HOME, INC. said an Italian who maintains the tradi-
) .1 ion of eating the small legumes Dec. 31
at the 2771 Chili Avenue * 426-7830 1o bring good luck and riches in the New
im or ) . Year

T R P .



http://www.soundtecinc.com

