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Shepherds tending their flock hear the good news 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

After Joseph and Mary had traveled to 
Bethlehem for the census that had been 
orderedby Caesar Augustus, Mary gave 
birth to a son. They wrapped the boy in 
swaddling clothes and placed him in a 
manger, because the inns were full and 
there was nowhere else for them to stay. 

At the same time there were shepherds 
who lived in the fields while they tended 
their sheep for the night watch. It was a 
quiet and peaceful night for the shep­
herds until a bright glow shone in the sky 
in front of them. Out of the light an angel 
appeared and the glory of the Lord filled 
the sky around the shepherds. The men 
were terrified. 

Then the angel said to them, "Do not 
be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all 
people. For today in the city of David a 
savior has been born for you who is Mes­
siah and Lord." 

Immediately after the angel spoke, 
thousands of other angels appeared next 
to him. They praised God together say­
ing, "Glory to God in the raciest, and on 
earth peace to those on whonphis favor 
rests." Then the angels returned to, heav­
en. 

Nothing like this had ever happened 
to the shepherds, but they knew a special 
child had been born, and they were cho­
sen tobe.a part of his welcoming. One of 
them said to the others, "Let us go, then, 
to Bethlehem to see this thing that has 

Bible Accent 
As Catholics, we believe in one God 

who has shown himself to us as three 
persons: the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit We call the union of these 
three persons the Holy.Trinity. God 
the Father is loving, merciful and 
good. We honor him as the maker of 
heaven and earth. He created us as 
well. Jesus is God's son. He is the 
Messiah^the anointed savior who 
GoH prQDtiised would come to save 
the world. We call the miracle of the 
birth oft/Jesus his incarnation, which 
means fejjecame human. He was also 
holy, because he was the Son of God. 
The Holy Spirit was sent by God to 
help us lead good Christian lives after 
Jesus had gone to heaven. The Holy 
Spirit was present at creation and also 
indirect "the men and women who 
recorded the books of the Bible, which 
is<3bd's,wprd. The Bible tells us our 
bodies-are the templet of the Holy 
Spirit 

M. Stephen 
Stephen, whose name means 

"crown," was a Jew who spoke Greek. 
When the early apostles wanted seven 
men appointed to preach and pray 
and to supervise the operations of the 
churches, they looked for men who 
were "of good character and full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom." 

Stephen was one of the men who 
became the first deacons. Stephen was 
a gifted speaker, but those who were 
jealous of hirri and who did not. like 
the message that he preached sought 
to ruin him. They found false witness­
es and charged him with blasphemy. 
Stephen's defense is recorded in the 
Book ofActs, He wastfowtffgSflty by 
hisfaliasereNpd was *s^tertopsfctQ 
deatibuByen thejrv Stephen prayed for 
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taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." 

The shepherds left immediately and, as 
quickly as they could travel, they headed 
for Bethlehem, which was also called the 
city of David. They inquired about the 
birth of any new children and they found 
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Mary, Joseph and their newborn baby. 
The shepherds told Mary and Joseph 
what they had seen and heard. The other 
people who were there were amazed by 
the story of the shepherds. The shepherds 
returned to their homes,- and they praised 
God, because they had seen everything 
as the angel had told them it would be. 
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Puzzle 
Can you spell seven books of the Bible using only the 

letters from the following three words? Answers on page 11. 
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FRANKINCENSE 

MYRRH 

Your are cordially 
invited to 

itflitmicjlitiHnSS 
at 

SAINT ANNE CHURCH 
1600 Mt. Hope Avenue • Rochester, New York 

11:30 pm Choral Christmas Carols 
11:55 pm Christmas Proclamation 
12:00 am Solemn Mass at Midnight 

Choral Music of Franz Schubert: Mass in G (Kyrie, Gloria, 
Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei); Handel: For Unto 
Us A Child Is Born; Bach: Breakforth, O Beauteous Light 

Yon: Gesu Bambino; and more 

Organ Music of d'Antallfy: Christmas Chimes; 
Dupre: In Dulci Jubilo; Dethier: Adeste Fideles 

Brink Bush , organist Daniel Brondel, choirmaster 

Mary kept the visit of the shepherds 
committed in her heart. Wonders and 
miracles had already started to happen 
around this wonderful boy who had been 
sent by the Holy Spirit. And the child was 
named jesus, as the angel told them. 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Luke 2 

Q&A 
1. What frightened the shepherds? 
2. Whom did the shepherds find in 

Bethlehem? 

Bible Trivia 
Joseph was the earthly father of 
Jesus. Who was Joseph's father? 

(Hint: See Matthew 1) 
Send answer to: Catholic Courier 
Bible Trivia, PO Box 24379, 
Rochester, NY 14624. Please 
include your name, address and 
school name. All entries must be 
received by Jan. 3,2002. A winner 
will be selected at random from 
all the correct entries submitted. 

SPACES 
AVAILABLE 

CALL TODAY 
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TRAINING CENTER 

OFI&CHESIERINC 

triilTi WYTIFTIIVIEI 
1 Pre-scKbb! education through physical activity 

)saance/ 

• Expert Instruction 
• State-of-the-Art Facility 
• Beginner Level through Advanced 
• Programs for Boys and Girls 
• Fit By Five Preschool 
•Dance for Ages 3 Years 

through Adult 
• Gymnastics for 

Junior! 
School 
& High School 
competitors 

• USA Gymnastics Competitive 
Teams Level 1-10 

• Cheerleading and Junior 
Cheerieading 
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388-8686 
HI Mm' Milf.-Pi- Kil. 

Safety First, Last and Always 


