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God's love fills the air through song, prayer 

Mike Rondeau, 
16 

Church of the 
Good 

Shepherd, 
Henrietta 

Junior, Rush-
Henrietta High 

School 

"Hope at the 
Crossroads" was 
the theme for 
this year's con­
ference, which 
gathered almost 
24,000 teens and 
adults in the 
name of Jesus 
Christ. We went 
to find hope at 
the crossroads of 
America and die 
crossroads of our 
lives. 

What we 
found was lovey a 
stronger faith, a 
deeper relation­
ship with God, 

and hope in the knowledge that we have 
a God who loves us deeply, who loves "in 
a way we have never been loved." 

Each day, the entire NCYC gathered in 
the RCA Dome, filling die floor and the 
lower section of seats. The area around 
die stage was constantly flooded with ex­
cited teens dancing and singing along 
with musicians such as die rappers Know 
da Verbs, die Irish band Ceili Rain, die 
Texan duo Sudden Impact, and punk 
group Scarecrow and Tinman. 

These groups applied die words of die 
Bible to modern life and set diem to mu­
sic — an extremely youth-friendly medi­
um! Their music brought die message of 
die Good News to teens in a less direct, 
but just as meaningful, way as die keynot­
ers who followed them. 

The sense of God given by the music 
was so powerful, it made .the entire dome 
clap in unison, sway together, sing to­
gether, even jump together. It gave a sen­
sation unlike any other. The Spirit was 
clearly present in every note, every beat, 
every word and every motion. 

Music was followed by prayer — prayer 
unlike any odier. Bible passages were read 
over music and accompanied by 
dance. Spiritual songs filled die 
arena. Teens presented dieir own prayers 
through skits. The dome was silent, filled 
widi the Holy Spirit. 

Keynoters were die diird component to 
the general sessions. Jesse Manibusan, 
MC for die conference, had a warm and 
inspiring presence. "God is good," he 
would shout.. "All the time," came die 
booming reply. He would always have "a 
round of applause for Jesus." 

"What's at die crossroads?" he would 

Karen Callaway/CNS 

Jenny Gac from Tioga Catholic Community fills out a survey on religious values 
at an interactive indoor "park" in Indianapolis Dec. 7. She was among nearly 
1,000 teens and adults from the Rochester Diocese who attended the NCYC. 

ask. "Hope" came the answer. 
Anne Ryder, an anchor for die Channel 

13 Eyewitness News in Indianapolis, gave 
an inspiring presentation about hope and 
the power of God. Her faith in God 
brought her from having a mediocre job 
in television to an amazing career as a 
renowned reporter. 

Her series "Hope to Tell" is a group of 
stories about hope and faith. She went to 
Calcutta to help die poor and ended up 
being die only American reporter to in­
terview Mother Teresa in more than a 
decade. When Air Force Captain Scott 
O'Grady returned after being shot down 
over enemy territory, it was her interest 
in die spiritual side of his experience that 
made Anne Ryder one of very few re­
porters to interview him. Her story gave 
us hope in die knowledge that God hears 
us and is watching out for us, looking af­
ter us in ways we may not always see at 
first 

Renee Bondi, now an inspirational 
singer and speaker, told die story of how 
she became quadriplegic She was a Chris­
tian singer before her accident but after­
ward she could not sing; she could barely 
even talk. Her forced dependence on odi­
er people has caused her to depend com­
pletely on God. She has learned diat if 
you surrender die large problems in your 
life to God, it will be easier to surrender 
die small ones and you will be more at 

Bob Nichols/CNS 

Lee Twigg of Fishers, Ind., prays after 
receiving Communion during the 
closing liturgy Dec. 9. 

peace. Now, 13 years later, Renee can sing 
beautifully, has regained use of her arms, 
and even has a 6-year-old child. Her hope 
and her amazing faith served as a source 
of inspiration to all who heard her speak. 

More dian 50 workshops were offered 
over die course of die conference. They 
covered topics ranging from HIV and 

AIDS, to youth leadership in rural com­
munities. Doug Brummel, Vince Nims, 
Kim and Reggie Harris, Steve Angrisano 
and Matt Smith of MTV's "The Real 
World," just to name a few, led work­
shops. These sessions were spiritual at dif­
ferent levels but all brought hope, in some 
manner, in the message that good things 
will come if you trust in the Lord. 

Raceway Park, an interactive, indoor 
conglomeration of displays, was p. huge 
part of the conference. Thousands of 
teens gadiered to play basketball or vol­
leyball, participate in team building ac­
tivities, perform in a coffeehouse, visit a 
number of Catholic performers and 
keynoters, get information about Catholic 
colleges, learn about vocations, or just 
mingle with other teens from all over die 
United States. 

Perhaps the most popular activity in 
the park was trading. Memorabilia from 
one city or state would be swapped off for 
mementos from anodier. T-shirts and hats 
were hot items on the trading floor. 
Raceway Park was also the site of a youtii 
-rally on vocations. 

Qn Thursday evening, die Rochester 
delegation was blessed with a special 
treat, a private concert with renowned 
Catholic musician and keynoter Steve 
Angrisano. Bishop Clark came in and 
spoke widi us about being at NCYC and 
how we can change for die better. 

On Sunday before Mass, Steve An­
grisano performed in die RCA Dome for 
everyone. It was an overpowering event. It 
seemed like everyone knew the words and 
motions to his music, and those who did 
not caught on quickly. Can you imagine 
24,000 young Cadiolics proclaiming that 
"Our God is an awesome God" while rais­
ing the roof for Jesus Christ? 

Closing Mass on Sunday was truly 
amazing. Everyone participated and 
made the Mass one of die most spiritual 
moments of the conference. Bishop 
Matthew Clark of Rochester gave a pow­
erful homily about die influence young 
people have on die world and on older 
generations. He let us know diat we are 
die light of tomorrow. He showed us how 
to love our neighbor and how to bring 
hope to others now that it has been 
brought to us. 

I cannot express in words the pqj< 
fulness of diis experience; so maByteens 
coming together in one voice to praise 
our God. Each day, each moment in Indi­
anapolis was one of new beginnings, of 
faith, and most importandy, of hope. 
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Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To obtain 
a list of agencies that serve 
birth mothers and adoptive 
parents, call '716-328-4340. 
Agencies wishing to be 
included on this list may send 
information to the Catholic 
Courier. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to 
deliver MEALS ON WHEELS 
at lunchtime. All areas. Very 
rewarding. Can you help? 
716/787-8326. 

Help Wanted 

NANNY: FULL TIME in our 
home near Highland Park for 
our -infant.' Flexible hours 
possible.. Loving, experienced 
non-smoker necessary. 4 6 1 -
4282f 

Help Wanted 
3wmm^ twiLwum*. 

Books Carpet & Floor 

PS 
Home Improvement Painting & Wallcovering 

M t o o f b r i varisty of 
P rogram and Positions: 

Residential Counselors • Community 
Living Instructors • Life Strife Assistants 

• Drivers • Service Coordinators 
• Community Integration Specialist 

•RNSLPN • As needed Job Coaches 
VTstt our website at 

www.lifetirniissistinct.org 
For more information or to applv on (inel 

You may apply in person at 

Lifetime Assistance Inc. 
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 716-426-4120 ext. 3121 
Fax871W26-4755 

Minorities are encouraged to apply 

GIFT IDEA 
"The Best of The Best 

From New York" 
cookbook with 

. NY illustrated history. 
$15- proceeds disaster fund. 

595-381-1096 

Quick-Dry £ « } . 
V 3 \ W P « l C a r e $79.95* 

^^ 'Price includes 
deep vacuuming, pre-treatmeht, 
deodorizing and soil retardant 
We dean upholstery aleol -

482-3896 

Independent Living 
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INTERIM VICE PRINCIPAL 
(duration of current school year) 

- NYS Administrative 
Certification required 

and experience' 
in Catholic Secondary 

Education a plus. 

DESALES CATHOLIC 
HIGH SCHOOL 
90 Pufteney St., 

Geneva, NY 14456 
- Phone 315-789-5111 

or Fax 315-789-8230 

Discover an elegant new option 
In Retirement Living. Call to 
schedule a private stowing . 

Penfield 3 8 8 - 7 6 6 3 

Greece 8 6 5 - 0 6 8 0 

rochesterindependentliving.com 
l 1 ' 

Ceiling Repair 

T E X T U R E D / S W I R L E D 
CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only 
$591 Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re­
painted, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall re­
pairs. No job too small. 
716/392-5076. 

HOME REPAIR 
SERVICES 

• interiors/exteriors 
• specializing in roofing 

and siding 
• 25 years experience 
• fully Insured 

392-3248 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
textured ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Oan 
Burgmaster, 716/663-0827. 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Interior 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired/painted. Wet base­
ments insulated cellar 
windows. Gutters repaired 
/cleaned. All types . home 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
Certified. 392-4435,323-2876. 

Moving 
& Hauling 

Interior Decorating 

GREAT PANES: Custom 
window treatments and 
accessories for your home. 
Hunter Douglas Dealer. Call 
671-7183. 

Plaster Restoration 
| Wallpapering Painting 

Free Estimates 

716-482-3243 • 716-703-8245 

Terry & Nina McCuBough 
A Couple That Care 

Happy 
Holidays 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Hie or Small, We do dim AW 

47*6610/473-4357 
23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 

JWDOTW657 

Classifieds 
get the job done! 
To place a classified ad 

Call Joyce 585.328.4340 

http://www.lifetirniissistinct.org
rochesterindependentliving.com

