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An angel comforts Joseph 
BYJOESARNICOLA 

Joseph loved Mary. He was not a 
wealthy man, but he was determined to 
provide a modest home for his family. 
They would not live in one of the finest 
houses in the city, but their home would-
be full of love. Joseph followed the 
teachings of the Law on marriage and 
asked Mary to be his wife. 

Mary loved Joseph. She saw him as a 
good man who would be loyal and kind 
to her. When he asked her if she would 
be his bride, Mary said, "Yes." They both 
wanted to raise a family and to teach 
their children about God. 

But during the engagement time, 
before the wedding, Mary told Joseph 
she was going to have a child. Joseph 
knew he was not me father of me child-
He still loved Mary, and since he did not 
want her to suffer shame, he made plans 
to free her of her marriage obligations to 
him in a discreet manner. 

When Joseph went to bed, he was 
very upset about what had happened 
and what he would have to do. He 
tossed and turned, sleeping only occa­
sionally and waking up again. At one 
point when he was asleep he had a very 
unusual dream. He saw an angel 

The angel pointed at him 
and said, "Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the 
Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her." 

Although Joseph was 
asleep, he knew this was no 
ordinary dream. He listened 
closely as the angel spoke 
again. 

"All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said 
through the prophet 'Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child 
and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel/ which means God is with 
us." 

Then the angel was gone and Joseph 
was awake. He was not sure how long 
the dream had lasted, but the sun was ris­
ing and it was morning. Joseph said a 
prayer of thanks to God. He could not 
wait to tell Mary what he had seen. Now 
he could marry her. They would be able 
to live as a family and they were going to 
be the parents of a very special child. 

Later that morning, Mary said she had 
once had a dream when an angel had vis­
ited her. He said a child would be born to 
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her who would be "the Son of the Most 
High." 

READ MORE ABOUT rT: 
Matthew 1 

Q&A 
1. Why was Joseph upset when he went 

to bed? 
2. What did the angel tell Joseph? 

Puzzle 
Unscramble the names of 

some of the places in the story 
of the first Christmas. 

Answers on pagel5. 
l .melethebh 

1 

L 

Ztypeg 

3.geelila 

4.deaju 

5.theranaz 

6.yairs 

7.ramsleeuj 

^•••••Lfl-

Advent 
The word advent comes from 

the Latin 'word adventus, which 
means 'coming" The season of 
Advent which opens the church 
year, is the time where we remem­
ber the coming of Jesus The 
church yiewsihe coming of Jesus 
in three ways *, 

The firstis the corning in history, 
when Jesus-Was horn in Bethlehem 
more than 2,Q00-years ago. l*Ve 
should imagine hpwitmusf have 
been io be waiting for the 
promised Messiah to come Nextis 

Lthe coming mmysteryror hovwfc 
celebrate Jesus With us an the j>re^ 
sent tune, the Eucharist being ̂ ftie 
example And third is the coming 
uumajesty, which .will be'when 

- Jesus returns at the end of; time for 
hispeople This year Jet usjprepare 
ihe way of the Lord, let us honor 
rum every 4ay, and Jet us look for­
ward to his^promised return 

St Dominic was bom shortly 
after- the turn of theilth century in 
the SpamslTPyrenees He came 
from a simple peasant family and 
often watched ove? JSs'jfather's 
sheep as they grazed at the foot of 
tiie mountains,He enjoyed the 
peacefulness of his life and, when 
he felt the desire to join the clergy, 
he became a monk t -

Jus first position was at^the 
monastery of Saru Milan de La 

- Cogolla Dominic was well-suited 
for monastic life and eventually 
became prior of the monastery 

The king claimed ownership to 
some of the items! in the 
monastery, but Dominic refused to 
turn them over-to hint. As a result 

, Dominic and two other monks had _ 
> to flee far Iheir safely Bcmuruc 

joined the ^monastery of SI, 
Sebastian/ where he was named 

- abbot Hef is'credited with many 
miracles and 4he monastery of St 
Sebastian: became famous because 
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