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Bishops ponder security vs. freedom 
By Jonathan Luxmoore 
Catholic News Service 

WARSAW, Poland - Catholic bishops 
from member countries of the European 
Union have warned governments that a 
planned clampdown on terrorism could 
endanger human rights. 

"The creation of a European area of 
freedom, security and justice, in which the 
rights and freedoms of all are protected, is 
a highly valuable development," said the 
Commission of the Bishops' Conferences 
of the European Community. 

The bishops said they were "concerned 
that legislation rushed through in response 
to die current terrorist threat could lead to 
the erosion of such protection." 

The statement follows a Nov. 22-23 com
mission meeting in Brussels, Belgium. The 
commission represents around 800 bish
ops from die European Union's 15 mem
ber states. 

The statement said the bishops were 
worried that die European Union's pro
posed anti-terrorism measures could "in-
advertendy encourage discrimination" 
against die "most vulnerable members" of 
society, including asylum-seekers and eth-
nic minorities. 

"The freedom and independence we en

joy in Europe are not shared by many peo
ple in odier parts of die world, and die ab
sence of democratic means of (expression) 
can provoke fanatical extremism," die 
statement said. 

The commission meeting, attended by 
die European Union's Commissioner for 
Justice and Home Affairs, Antonio Vitori-
no, comes ahead of a Dec. 6-7 European 
Union justice ministers' summit, which is 
expected to agree on a common definition 
of terrorism and a single European arrest 
warrant 

John Coughlan, commission 
spokesman, told Catholic News Service 
diat church leaders were worried about die 
environment being created by anti-terror
ism measures and had already expressed 
concern to European Union officials. 

"The bishops are anxious drat die intro
duction of strict legislation will give certain 
individuals the impression it's OK to be 
hostile to foreigners and immigrants," 
Coughlan said. 

"We hope our words of caution will be 
heeded and die right balance maintained 
between security and protection of human 
rights," he said. 

The December European Union mea
sures will accompany tighter controls on 
suspected terrorist sympathizers currendy 

planned by several European govern
ments, including3ritain"s, diat are com
parable to measures adopted Oct. 26 by 
die U.S. government 

In its statement, the commission said it 
welcomed die European Union's "rejec
tion of any equation of groups of fanatical 
terrorists widi die Arab and Muslim 
world," but believed more also should be 
done to foster dialogue among religions. 

"Interreligious dialogue is about far 
more dian religious tolerance: It is a seri
ous and ongoing commitment, based on 
mutual respect and self-understanding," 
die statement read. 

The statement is die second by die com
mission since die Sept 11 terrorist attacks. 

In a Sept. 17 appeal, ithe commission 
urged die European Union to "take neces
sary measures to combat terrorism," while 
avoiding a "spiral of violent retaliation" 
and addressing "all injustice in die world." 

In his CNS interview, Coughlan said diat 
"poverty, inequality and lack of democra
cy may not cause terrorism, but diey pro
vide a breeding ground for i t " 

"Sept. 11 has to be seen as a singular 
event, with its own reasons and motiva
tions. But it isn't just a question of going af
ter die terrorists — we also have to establish 
a fairer world order," he said. 

Pope says priests indispensable to parish 
By John Nor ton 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Pope John Paul II 
warned it would be a "fatal e r ror" to 
think that the current shortage of priests 
means tomorrow's church would have to 
make do widiout ordained ministers. 
. He said priests alone can serve as pas
tors of parishes because of their unique 
representation of Christ in church com
munities. 

"The church communi ty absolutely 
needs the ministerial priesthood to have 
Christ, head and pastor, present in it," 
the pope said Nov. 23 to participants in 
the plenary assembly of the Congrega
tion for the Clergy. 

"Other faithful certainly can work 
with (die priest) actively, even full t ime, 
but diey cannot substitute (for) him as 

pastor because they have not received 
the ministerial priesthood," he said. 

Because of this, the word "pastor" 
should be used only for priests, he 
added. 

The pope said the difficulties created 
in parishes by priest shortages in some 
regions should lead to more fervent 
prayers for vocations. 

"It would be a fatal e r ror to resign to 
the current difficulties and de facto a c t ' 
like one must prepare for a church of to
morrow (diat is) envisioned almost widi
out any priests," he said. 

The pope said die priest's main role 
in the parish was to celebrate the Eu
charist, " the source and summit of 
church life" and Christ's privileged pres
ence in die church. 

"Widiout eucharistic worship — as its 
beating heart — die parish dries up," he 

said. 
The priest's "sacramental representa

t ion" of Christ also includes a special 
"efficaciousness" as a minister of Scrip-

°ture, the pope said. This is why only or
dained clergy can read die Gospel and 
preach at Mass, even if some lay mem
bers of die parish are better orators, he 
said. 

Nor can the priest abdicate his func
tion as the parish's guide, in which he 
has a "special relationship widi Christ, 
head and pastor," die pope said. 

He said the participation of lay peo
ple in runn ing the parish was "to be 
wished for and often necessary," bu t 
they could not "be surrogates in any way 
for die priest's role as pastor." 

Parish councils were useful aids to die 
pastor but must not overstep dieir strict
ly consultative role, he added. 

Pope headed 
for Bulgaria 

VATICAN CITY (CMS) - Pope 
John Paul II will make hb first pas
toral visit to Bulgaria next May, ac 
cording to Bulgarian offcuda, 

Bulgarian Foreign Minister 
Solomon Pauy announced Nov 28 
that the pope would visa the counto 
May 23-25, according to new agen 
cics in Bulgaria 

Passy made die announcement af 
ter meeting with Msgi RenatoBoc 
cardo and other Vatican trip plan 
ntr* in Sofia, die Bulgarian capital 

Pissy, who u also secretary of die 
national welcoming committee' for 
die pope said diat "die practical or 
ganuauon of the v itit suuts today " 
He said die papal visit was a long-
awaited event far the whole country 
where Orthodox Chnsnans make up 
85 percent o£tbe ppwtapn,^ 

The Vatican has/not yet 'an 
nounced the tnp, wpffaiwould1 be 
die latest in a series of jfelpil wits to 
former Soviet4>lo&na^Hg|jnany ot 
diem widi an Orthocft 

May 24 is when, die' 
nually honor Sts. Ojpila 
ius, die Greek ID 
who evangelized, 
die 10th centurrj 
welcomes a Bulgarian' 
die Vatican on that " 
yearhewdllcfd 
gana. Pasty said 

Officials said the. 
meet wiUl CuhdHc, 
dox and Musbmrej 
pi^^^The 
t e s n leportccw m 
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