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Appeal helps young man land new job

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — In his new position as
a teacher’s aide, David Sharp stresses the
importance of education to middle-
school students.

“I try to instill in them to be the same
as me getting up and going to work in
the morning. I tell them ‘Right now, it’s
your job to go to school. Education
comes first, before everything,’” he said.

Sharp, 28, has had his own reawaken-
ing regarding education. After graduat-
ing from high school in 1992, Sharp had
been a factory worker, restaurant em-
ployee and convenience-store clerk, but
never stayed at any one position for very
long. Then, two years ago, he decided to
begin classes at Monroe Community Col-
lege.

“I was sitting around, thinking about
my brother who graduated from Buffalo
State and how good he was doing. So 1
just took the initiative,” Sharp recalled.
“I'm more focused than I was when I was
younger. If I don’t do it, nobody’s going
to do it for me.”

Due to mounting expenses from stu-
dent loans, Sharp eventually found it nec-
essary to stop attending school and get a
steady job. An opportunity arose earlier
this year for a six-month position with the
Rochester City School District. However,
at that point, he was so strapped for cash
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pervisor of community resource ser-
vices. Turner then began the process
that led to Sharp receiving $74 from the
Catholic  Charities/Catholic  Courier
Christmas Appeal so he could take the
fingerprinting test.

“1 was real excited for the simple fact

teacher’ s-axde job at ]efferson Middle
School. He works one-on-one with stu-
dents who have behavioral difficulties.
Many of the young people at his school,
he noted, come from single-parent house-
holds. Sharp said he now has a deeper
appreciation that his parents, Clarence
and Patricia, have been married for near-
ly 50 years.

“I used to think my father was just be-
ing hard on me, but once I got older, I
had a lot of friends whose fathers weren’t
in their lives. Now I see, more and more,
that a father figure is very important in
children’s lives,” said Sharp, who is one
of 12 children.

Sharp said he’s had a strong desire to
work with children since he was a teen,
when he had a summer job thatrequired
him to help deliver meals to homes
where parents couldn’t afford to feed
their children.

He had never actually witnessed severe
poverty until that summer, he said. “It re-
ally touched me, that this went on in my
own city,” Sharp said. .

Although he enjoys his current work,
Sharp plans to return to college. He has
his sights set on the Educational Oppor-
tunity Center in Rochester, where he
would like to study to become a surgical
technician.

“My main focus is getting back into
school,” Sharp said. He has earmarked
his savings toward tuition and books, and
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