
CATHOQC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER. NY 

FEATURE 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2001 PAGE 7 

By Jeanne Kidera 
Guest contributor 

At first, there were only 100 of them. 
But now, 20 years later, they're coming in 
droves. This year, the annual Christmas 
sale of ornaments at St. Louis Church in 
Pittsford will include 3,000 angels and 
2,000 doves. 

Marcia Mendola, a St. Louis parishioner 
and organizer of die ornament sale, start
ed die project 20 years ago, producing on
ly 100 ornaments out of her cousin's home. 
The idea came to her while working with 
the parish's hunger task force. The cousin, 
Jeffrey Nicholson of East Rochester, teach
es art in die Rochester city schools. 

"I've always been happy that I could feed 
my own family, and I've always worried 
about people who couldn't," Mendola said. 

The ornaments are selling this year for 
$6 apiece. Two-thirds of the $4 profit goes 
to die Little Brodiers and Sisters Orphan
age and Hospital in Kenscoff, Haiti. One-
third of S t Louis' profit goes to the Green 
Acres food pantry at an inner-city 
Rochester community center diat burned 
down but is being rebuilt 

Holy Trinity in Webster and Rochester's 
S t Bridget, St. Philip Neri and St. Andrew 
parishes began helping St. Louis widi the 
ornament endeavor about four years ago. 
Two-diirds of dieir profits also benefit the 
orphanage in Haiti widi one-diird assisting 
local outreach organizations. 

Mendola refers to the ornaments as "a 
gift diat gives diree times" because not on
ly does it benefit the orphanage and local 
outreach organizations, but also helps the 
people who make die ornaments—School 
of the Holy Childhood and die VA Outpa
tient Clinic in Rochester. And it helps 
givers complete dieir Christmas shopping, 
she added. 

Marianne Maggs, the School of die Holy 
Childhood's artist-in-residence who runs 
die school's ceramics program, said "these 
children widi various disabilities can give 
back," adding that the students, ranging in 
age from 11-21, understand that diey're 
contributing to the larger process. "It's very 
exciting for diem." 

Widi Maggs and a full-time production 
aide, Virginia Merring, die students do all 
of die glazing and painting of the orna-
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Katie Winert, 16, and Adam Wilson, 15, put ribbons on finished angel ornaments 
at the School of the Holy Childhood in Rochester Oct 26. 

ments in a ceramics class as part of dieir vo
cational training. "It's a job and produc
tion," Maggs said. This year die older stu
dents, aged 19-21, packaged die ornaments 
for die first time. ^ 

"It takes all year," Maggs said, explain
ing diat she started diis year's ornament 
production in January. "They (die stu
dents) always remember S t Louis because 
diere are so many ornaments." 

So many, that Mendola had to call die 
veterans' clinic for help last year. 

Cheryl Cotton, a mental healdi associ
ate at die clinic, said veterans, both male 
and female, ranging in age from dieir 20s 
to dieir 80s, made 1,500 of die doves diis 

Chrissy Vocco, 19, paints a glaze oh 
an angel ornament at the School of 
the Holy Childhood. 

for 20th year 
year as a part of dierapeutic day treatment 

St. Louis paid the School of "the Holy 
Childhood and the veterans' outpatient 
clinic $1.50 for each ornament, and paid 
50 cents each for packaging material. 

"The cost is simply to cover die s u p 
plies," Maggs said, adding that the school 
itself does not sell die specific angels and 
doves. "We can sell diem the next year, but" 
tiien diey're special editions," she said. 

This is because the angels are different 
every year, and diere haven't always been 
doves. This year die angels are a royal Dan
ish color, a light or pastel blue. Mendola 
described this year's angel as a Raphael-
type angel, a face and wings, which comes 
in a metallic bag. Instead of die normal gift 
bag for the doves, they come in a gold gift 
box diis year. 

The ornaments are available at the par
ticipating churches, several shops in Pitts-
ford, and shops in outlying areas including 
Hurd Orchard in Holley and Rockcastle 
Florist in Canandaigua and Greece. A full 
list of sites is available at Tmvw.greenac.org, 
under "update"; for furdier information 
Mendola may be reached at 7.16-586-3771. 

• • • 

Kidera interned with the Catholic Courier 
this past summer. 
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MR. DOMINICS 
AT THE LAKE 
Mr. Dominic and Staff wish all 

a safe and Happy Holiday! 
(off street parking available) 
Delicious appetizers, 
soups, veal dishes, 
vegetarian, chicken, 
fish, and homemade pasta 

10% Senior Discount 
Lunch: 

Tues.-Fri. 11-2 
Dinners Daily 
from 4-9 p.m. 

4699 Lake Ave 

(716) 865-4630 
www.mrdominics.com 

The Sweetest Sound 
Throughout the Centuries, 

Throughout the World 

Amazing Grace 

with Bill Mayers 

HOME OF ROCHESTER'S 

BEST FRIIW FlSH FRY! 
.COUPON 

Buy one entree at our regular price and get | 
a second entree of equal or lesser value f o r f ^ f 

HALF PRICE [ ••^§^fm^^k 
Not valid with other coupons or promotions. ( K'^ill^ia^^J^fflJr^''* 

GOOD FOR FRIDAY ONLY, 5PM-10PM , X4&S&W*iti&$)* 
Present coupon with order. Expires 12-31-01. "• - - -*-! •' - •-'••"-• 

1104 MONROE AVENUE (NEAR CULVER) • 461-1313 
J .^ii^|^outn^i&^ 

iucsJa;, l>eicmbei' 4, S p.m. 

V I I K 1 J \ , December L), MM) p.m. 

W W I 'IV 2! (cable ID 

Jessye Norman 

Judy Collins 

Huyli Will iams and others 

ot Aniaiinu Grjct 

Visit us on the web 
@catholiccourier.com 

Holiday Open House 
SATURDAY, DEC 1ST & SLN DAY, D E p | ! l f 

Steaming Hot chocolate gourmet coffee holiday cookies, LOOPS otpoS^tiasAffieesr 
wreaths & greens A Christmas ihoppe and SANTA 3LAUS a i ia | wifin( 

Home decorating ideas wreath design kosng bate, o$ baskets, atjdi 

Come home for the holidays to Van Putte^aMiM 

Fresh Made 

WREATHS 
With waterproof velvet 
bow, pine cones $ ^ Q 9 
& red berries 

Cemetery Wreaths 
22"-24°. wide, custom decorated 
on 30° stand § 4 A Q Q 
Compare to * * * 
$19.99 

Fresh Cut 
TREES 
• Concolor Fir 
• Balsam Fir 
• Douglas Fir 
• Canaan Fir 
• Fraser Fir 

12 
Poinsettias CM«.;«I 
tareselection. - ^ - 3 1 ™ 
All sizes and colors * 3 / $ 1 | 
up to 30 blooms I f f I I 
per plant or $3.99 ea. 

large 6*pot 4-6 blooms 

"VMPUTTE" 
GARDENS " 

136 North Ave., Greece 
585-225-7770 

Monday-Saturday 9am -8 pm, Sunday 9 am to 6 pm 
www.vanputte.com 

Tmvw.greenac.org
http://www.mrdominics.com
http://www.vanputte.com

